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Parliament adjourns: 

Democratic 
experiment faces 
re-evaluation 


By Laney Salisbury 

Special to the Star 

AMMAN — As the IIih Par¬ 
liament ended its less than aus¬ 
picious four-year term last 
week, disappointed Jordanians 
said the country's next Parlia¬ 
ment will be more powerful as 
legislators and constituents 
gain experience and political 
ponies come on stream. 

Few disagree that Parliament 
did little to serve the people 
and introduce steep democratic 
reforms Nince its election in 
1989. Inexperienced deputies. 


staff shortages and intimidation 
by government officials and 
NIP peers hampered the 80- 
member legislative chamber, 
the absence of political parties 
helped annul accountability. 

Jordanians say that the Par¬ 
liament's biggest success was 
in supporting, not guiding the 
country's political transforma¬ 
tion. 

"Parliament has done a fair 
job in starting the process of 
political liberalization towards 
a democratic system. It is unre¬ 
alistic to expect a lot more," 
says the political writer Rami 


Khouri. 

Except for the lifting of mar¬ 
tial law, most of Jordan's demo¬ 
cratic reforms were triggered 
from the top. Parliament did lit¬ 
tle to influence controversial 
reforms, such as the political 
parties, election and press and 
publications laws. It, in fact, 
made the press law more re¬ 
strictive. 

During the 1990-91 Gulf cri¬ 
sis, as another example, the 
government determinedly took 
a less forceful stance than de¬ 
manded by Parliament, regard¬ 
less of which position was 


Dr Arabyat 

House still legal until November 


By Ahmad Shaker . 

Special to The Star 

SPEAKER OF the Lower 
House Dr Abdel Latif Arabyat 
has said that the current Parlia¬ 
ment will remain legal until the 
end of its term on 24 Novem- 
iber in spite ot the adjournment 
%f the li'H ordinary session in 
its four-year term on Wednes¬ 
day. 

Chine paragraph two of arti¬ 
cle 82 ol the Constitution, Dr 
Arabvat said that it was still 
possible for 41 deputies to peti¬ 
tion the King to hold an extra 
ordinal session to debate ur¬ 
gent issues. In addition, the 
Spea ke r told The Star, His Ma¬ 
jesty the King can still call on 
Parliament to convene at any 
time in an emergency session 
according to paragraph one of 
’article S2 of the Constitution. 

• D r .Arabyat said it was un- 
iikelv that the government will 
, tftue" a temporary law on elec- 
absence of parlia " 
IF- added that he was as¬ 
sured bv government sources 
tbit this will not happen. 

"It is in no one's interest to 
nlroduwe a sudden change in 
rie present elections law. Dr 
. \abvat said. "The present law 
i, as been endorsed by Parlia- 
j- tm and all rumors about the 



Dr Arabyat 

government's intention to issue 
a new one man, one vote elec¬ 
tion law are baseless.” 

He added, that such a deci¬ 
sion, if taken behind Parlia¬ 
ment's back, would be ex¬ 
tremely dangerous. "A 
government who has adhered 
lo democracy can not resort to 
such a path and it can't also dis¬ 
solve the Parliament to issue 
such a law because this will 
create a constitutional vacu¬ 
um," Dr Arabyat told The Star. 

He said that the House Inves¬ 
tigations Committee will con¬ 
tinue its deliberations during 
the recess and will concentrate 
on corruption cases and on de¬ 
bating the report of the House 


Arab Bank presents 
budget, final account 


\N-The Arab Bank 
olden; general assembly 
is 63rd meeting at the 
lank Building in Amman 
the chairmanship of 
of Directors Chairman 
Majeed Shoman and in 
•sence of representatives 

Comptroller of companies 
Ministiy of Industry and 

and a group of the Arab 

shareholders in various 
ountries. . 

meeting ^cussed “* 
i budget, the final ac- 
ihc board of directors re- 
blished inside. Abdul Mqjeed Shoman 


Appointments Committee. 
"The House may call an ex¬ 
traordinary session to debate 
the findings of the committee if 
the need arises," he said. 

Dr Arabyat said the general 
elections may be held in Octo¬ 
ber or the first half of Novem¬ 
ber. He said however that such 
a decision is in the bands of the 
government "because accord¬ 
ing to the Constitution, elec¬ 
tions roust be held four months 
before the end of the term of 
the Parliament 

Meanwhile, Ministry of In¬ 
terior sources told The Star that 
. the government has drawn up 
the 1992 list of registered vot¬ 
ers to be used in the 1993 gen¬ 
eral elections. It added that the 
final list of voters will be final¬ 
ized by 15 August of this year 
and that all objections will have 
to be made before that deadline 
in accordance with article 11 of 
the elections law. 

The sources said that a final 
date for the elections will be 
decided by the government af¬ 
ter King Hussein issues a de¬ 
cree to hold the elections. Ac¬ 
cording to die law candidates 
for the Lower House can an¬ 
nounce their candidacy 25 days 
before voting day and for three 
days only. 

As to cabinet ministers and 
civil service employees wish¬ 
ing to run for public office, 
they will have to resign one 
month before the elections. 
Sources told The Star that 
Prime Minister Zaid Ben Shak¬ 
er informed his cabinet minis¬ 
ters that he should be informed 
of their intentions by 10 April. 

It is stilL not clear if Sharif 
Zaid will reshuffle his cabinet 
or resign altogether. But sourc¬ 
es told The Star that it looks 
that no change will occur in the 
.present government until after 
2nd May. They said the present 
government will oversee ar¬ 
rangements to celebrate the 
40th anniversary of King Huss¬ 
ein's Accession to the Throne. 

The expected reshuffle will 
affect between IS to 17 minis¬ 
ters, most of whom will run for 
Parliament, while the rest will 
resign their posts for different 
personal reasons. ■ 


more appropriate. But, as Par¬ 
liament reporter Ayman Safadi 
puts it: "There have been mis¬ 
takes, and there have been 
achievements and setbacks, but 
what counts is, that a tradition 
is being built." 

Jordanians say they hope in 
the future deputies will forgo 
the slogans and political rheto¬ 
ric thaF characterized previous 
sessions and concentrate on 
real debate. Dynamism, creativ¬ 
ity and political astuteness are 
desperately needed. 

Specialized support staff to 
advise deputies on subjects 


Was the 
Mossad 
behind the 
New York 
bombing? 

By a special 
correspondent 

NEW YORK (Star) — 
New reports are being 
circulated In the United 
States suggesting that 
the two Palestinians 
and one Egyptian 
charged in the case of 
the bombing of the 
World Trade Center 
last week, may have 
been drawn into a false 
flag operation. 

In intelligence jargon, 
false flag operation is 
one in which an intelli¬ 
gence agency conceals 
Its trne identity from a 
group it is trying to in¬ 
fluence or provoke to 
action. But until now, 
no hard evidence exists 
to support such a possi¬ 
bility. But some ele¬ 
ments of the case that 
have surfaced to date 
could point to a hidden 
hand, most likely that 
of the Israeli Mossad, 
that may have been at , 
work. 

Should Mohammed 
Salameh and Nidal 
Ayyad be found 'guilty 
of the bombing, the 
puzzling ineptitude of 
the operation (see relat¬ 
ed opinion by Uri Av- 
nery, page 4) may nlti- 
mately be attributed to 
the involvement of 
"agents provocateurs.” >■ 

% as the authorities 
say, the bomb was 
packed into the yellow 
Ryder van Salameh 
rented, the oust likely 
reasons for his decision 
to report the vehicle as 
stolen in order to re¬ 
claim his modest $400 
deposit are that he was 
stupid or was lied to by 

Continued on Page 6 



such as the budget, agriculture, 
tax and spend policies and debt 
rescheduling are also recom¬ 
mend. 

"There is..no careful examina¬ 
tion of the issues. Deputies just 


conahent in general terms. "In more mature democracies 
make broad speeches or .wide. each-deputy has a staff to help 
statements — not because they 0 - hhh address the issues that re- 
have evil intentions but because ° late jo the real life of people" 
they don't have infortneff^pin- says Mr Safadi. 
ions. Unfortunately, that could cost 


thousands of dinars, stressing a 
system already laden with ex¬ 
cess bureaucrats. 

Or could it? 

Continued on Page 3 
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A/? unconventional report on Jordanian news and 
views edited bv Dr Marwan Al Asmar 


Government to 
resign before 25 
April 

■ The gov¬ 
ernment " of 
Sharif Zaid 
Ben Shaker 
will resign be¬ 
fore the end 
of April, ac¬ 
cording 10 
Deputy Prime — - — 
Minister and nindawt 
Minister of 

Education MrThouqan Al Hin¬ 
du wi. Mr Hindawi revealed ihi.s 
information during the lost pub¬ 
lic session of the "Lower House 
on Sunday. He said Prime Min¬ 
ister Ben Shaker has suspended 
all appointments until 25 April 
"because (he) estimated that his 
government will depart after 25 
April because.of the parlia¬ 

mentary elections " 

At least a dozen cabinet 
members arc known to huv C uC 
cided to run for Parliament. 
The General Elections will take 
place between July and August 
and Ministry' of Interior sources 
confirmed that the ministry is 
reviewing the voter list of the 
1989 elections. 

Mr Hindawi is tipped to head 
the next government which will 
oversee the general elections. 

Israeli thieves at 
the border 
crossing 

■ At least 10 known Isrjeli 
women soldiers have been ac¬ 
cused of stealing from Palestin¬ 
ian travellers while searching 
them on Prince Mohammad 
Bridge, according to Haarvtr. 
the Israeli daily. The soldiers 
admitted guilt after thev have 


been accused of pilfering mon¬ 
ey. luggage and other valuable 
items from travellers and visi¬ 
tors going into the Occupied 
Territories. 

This is one of the many thefts 
that occur by Israeli soldiers 
each year but only the second 
incident that has been officially 
reported to the Israeli authori¬ 
ties in the last five years ac¬ 
cording to Haaretz. 

The case has already gone to 
the military prosecutor who is 
expected to begin investiga¬ 
tions. 

However, despite the serious¬ 
ness of the matter, the Israeli 
authorities apparently do not 
see any need for a change in 
the inspection procedures at the 
bridge. 

Rummaging the 
bins of wealthy 
Ammanites 

■ Last week Cid's festivities 
will have proved a gold mine 
for those wanting to earn a 
buck or two rummaging the 
dustbins in search of valuable 
items. 

Scavenging is becoming a 
widespread phenomenon, and it 
seems that this Third World 
disease, caused by poverty and 
deprivation in countries like the 
Philippines has finally hit our 
towns and cities. 

Amman, for example, the na¬ 
tion's capital has gained notori¬ 
ety in this respect. The fact that 
it is the most densely populated 
and has the most poverty- 
stricken sectors of the popula¬ 
tion should not underline the 
fact that scavenging or "rum¬ 
maging’ 1 the bins has become a 
widespread activity. 

Scavenging, has apparently 
become big business, a legiti¬ 


mate activity, for a large num¬ 
ber of "bargain hunters” willing 
to search other peoples bins in 
the hope of finding items fur a 
quick sell according to Al Mus- 
taqbal weekly. Anything could 
be of value and all have a price 
tag — books, magazines, old 
newspapers, worn-out house¬ 
hold items, kitchen utensils, 
such as pots and puns. These 
are later cleaned and repolished 
and sold either to other needy 
individuals or to probably to 
second hand shops. 

Needless to say dial "bargain 
hunting" takes place in the ear¬ 
ly morning in certain areas of 
Amman where the rich and fa¬ 
mous live. The bins of these 
people tend to be filled with 
unwanted or "bored with" 
goodies which the hunters grab, 
polish and sell. 

Israelis on the 
brink of drug 
fumigation 

■ A recently published study- 
shows a dramatic increase in 
the number of both drug- 
dealers and addicts in Israel. 
This increase has been attribut¬ 
ed to the accumulating psycho¬ 
logical pressures on Israelis 
due to the worsening security 
situation of the country, a state 
of affairs that was increasingly 
taken advantage of by Israeli 
drug-dealers. At present it is 
suggested by Israeli experts 
that there are about 3,000 drug 
pushers in the Tel Aviv and 
Jaffa areas alone, supplying Is¬ 
rael's 30,000 drug addicts. This 
becomes more alarming when 
it is realized that these addicts 
represent nearly 10 per cent of 
the Israeli population u great 
number of whom are in the 
lower-age category. 


■ A new gas 
field has been 
discovered Al 

Risha in the f ip 

northeastern ‘J*- ■ 

part of the F 

Kingdom, jm, • L- 

about 50 km . M 

away from ^ 

the e.xistina --— “ 

gas field, ac- Abu Ragheb 

cording to en¬ 
ergy sources 

in Amman, and as reported by 
Jerusalem's Al Quds daily. En¬ 
ergy Minister Ali Abu Ragheb. 
according to the same source, 
has also announced the possi¬ 
bility of an oil find in the Dead 
Sea area, where explorations 
are to begin shortly. 

The minister also added that 
as far as the Al Risha find is 
concerned, preliminary results 
indicate thai output from the 
gas field will be on a large 
scale and will be used for gen¬ 
erating electricity that will 
more than amply satisfy the 
electricity needs of the country 
and that of local industries. 
What is more important is that 
the new find will replace im¬ 
ported energy sources saving 
the treasury much needed hard 
currency. 

Abu Ragheb went on to say 
that the exact size of the field 
will be determined after all the 
necessary tests are completed, 
presently being carried out by 
the Natural Resource Authori¬ 
ty. These tests are expected to 
continue into the first week of 
April. 



We take good 
care of you every 
step of the way. 

Royal Jordanian is constantly spending time and effort to 
improve the standards of service both on the ground and in the 
air. 

From the lime you check in you will be warmly welcomed and 
efficiently served. Once in the air you will enjoy fine 
international cuisine, comfort and a varied choice of 
entertainment programmes. This is all blended with the 
customary warmth that our international crew extends to satisfy 
the taste of even the most discerning traveller. 
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Recently a scandal broke out j 
when it was found out tlut 830 \ 

school children in the interne- i 
dime stage ore actual drug- ' 
addicts. j 

Jordan strikes oil! 



For the ns 

By Ahmad >'»•• 

■ PrimeiVtiiii' 5 * 
Ben Shaker to s *_ 
ministries and ' 
merits tu sett h r ; 
ing accounts 
tractors and i» 
payment, arm"- 1 
for all project'' 1 


The minister emphasized the 
tact that there may well be oth¬ 
er gas finds in that part of the 
country, increasing local pro¬ 
duction tremendously. Already 
supplies to Al Risha electric 
station will increase to 90 mega 
watt by July, that up by 30 
mesa wart on the present sup¬ 
ply? 

The Natural Resource Au¬ 
thority is already co-operaring 
with the Petro Canada Corp. to 
increase the productivity of the 
Al Risha Refinery from 23 to 
46 million cubic feet daily. 

It is also understood that the 
NRA will carry three- 
dimensional earthquake sur¬ 
veys in the Dead Sea before un¬ 
dertaking any oil exploration in 
that part of the country. 

UNRWA services 
may be axed says 
agency's boss 

■ The Commissioner General 
of UNRWA. 

Mr liter Turk- _ . 

men, has in- 

formed the ' • "/-'A.? ' 
agency's con- F - 
sultative com- >&»■ 

mittee that 
UNRWA may 
reduce some 

of its services ijaaMil. 3m. 
to Palestine Turkman 
refugees if it 
did not re¬ 
ceive additional pledges to cov¬ 
er projected deficit in its 1993 
budget 

Mr Turkmen was quoted by 
Ad Oustour as saying that the 
financial crunch comes at a 
time w'hen demand for UNR¬ 
WA's services are on the in¬ 
crease in Lebanon and the Oc¬ 
cupied Territories. He said 
conditions in Gaza and the 
West Bank can be compared to 
those during the first months of 
the Intifada. 

UNRWA figures indicate 
that 60 per cent of Palestinian 
families in Lebanon are under 
the poverty line and that more 
than 3000 refugees are still 
without homes there. The agen¬ 
cy provides educational, social 
and health services to over 2.7 
million Palestinian refugees. 

The agency's deficit is esti¬ 
mated at $28.5 million affect¬ 
ing both its normal and emer¬ 
gency budgets. 

Members of the committee 
expressed their support for Mr 
Turkmen, who has toured the 
Gulf region with the hope of 
expanding the base of regular 
contributors. The Gulf states 
pledge only 1.5 per cent of the 
total agency budget every year. 
Mr Turkmen was quoted as 
saying that the launching of the 
peace process has done little to 
improve the situation in the Is¬ 
raeli-occupied Arab territories 
especially in Gaza. 

Meanwhile, Jordan is trying 
to move UNRWA headquarters 
from Vienna back to the Mid¬ 
dle East in an attempt to bring 
down the agency's operating 
cost, and reduce its deficit. Mr 
Adel Irshaid, the general secre¬ 
tary of Palestinian Affairs at 
the Foreign Ministry said that 
moving the administration to 
either Damascus, Beirut or Am¬ 
man (the three possible con¬ 
tenders! will cover half of the 
budgets deficit. 

Mr Irshaid’s views were 
made known at special meeting 
of the UNRWA consultative 
committee, held at Jordan’s re¬ 
quest. which wanted the UNR¬ 
WA organization to be perma- 


It‘s Springtime nm 

nently based in Amman. 

Present at the meeting were 
representatives of the four host 
countries of Palestinian refu¬ 
gees as well as those of die US. 
France, Britain, Belgium. Tur¬ 
key and Japan who* agreed to 
defer making such a decision 
till may. Mr Irshaid arguing the 
cose for Jordan said that by just 
moving the top ten of its work¬ 
ers to Jordan the agency would 
save $1.2 million alone. 

The agency has already start¬ 
ed moving some of its offices 
to Jordan, especially those con¬ 
cerned with health and educa¬ 
tion. And in an apparent move 
to offset the agency's deficit has 
already started lobbying Gulf 
and other Islamic countries 
from South-East Asia to give 
aid to the UNRWA which has 
been minimal up till now. 

Jordan has emphasized that it 
wants to maintain the standards 
of quality of services such as 
education and health, provided 
by the agency and refuses to 
consider the possibility of im¬ 
posing charges on these servic¬ 
es. A one dollar charge on med-. 
ical consultation would bring in 
an extra $1.5 million annually 
according to an UNRWA 
source speaking to . Agance 
France Press. 

But the agency will save $14 
million if it was permanently 
moved to Amman because it 
would cut down on the costs of 
travelling of UNRWA officials 
to the area. Also wages and sal¬ 
aries in Amman would be much 
lower than in Vienna. 

However such a move, al¬ 
though attractive, will have to 
wait the outcome of the meeting 
of UNRWA officials in Max*. 

. i .>-■-■ ■ ,:Ti. rtr -i. • 

cloves aiid - 
superhawks score - 
some wins 

■ Two very different events 
have taken place in Israel last 
week. The election by the 
Knesset of Ezer Weizman as 
the next president of the state of 
Israel and the election of Ben- 
yamin Netanyahu's as the next 
leader of Li¬ 


kud. In many r 
ways, these 
two events 
represent the 
epitomy of Is¬ 
raeli society, a 
divided socie¬ 
ty riddled 

with schism, 
contradiction Weizman 
and moral 

• confusion 

about its destiny and the way it 
•wants to continue to live in the 
: very near future. For both 
Weizman and Netanyahu repre¬ 
sent a very different breed, that 
of the traditional dove on the 
one hand who has come to 
preach coexistence with the Ar¬ 
abs and of the superhawk, who 
demands his pound of flesh and 
seeks to change and manipulate 
the rules of history to fit in with 
his own self-interest For quite 
frankly, Netanyahu only be¬ 
lieves in the dominance of one 
state in the Middle East that is 
Israel and is willing to trod on 
all id order to achieve it!! 

Doctors prepare to 
vote 

■ Three blocs have so far an¬ 
nounced that they are running 
for the Medical Association's 
elections, which will be held on 
16 April. The Professional Coa¬ 


lition for Change will back Dr 
Hasson Badran for president. 
The Islamic bloc is backing the 
present association president 
Dr Ishaq Maraqa, while the 
Reform bloc, which claims to 
be independent, is led by Dr 
Haider Madani. Independent 
runners for the post of presi¬ 
dent include Dr Zuhair Abu 
Ragheb. Dr Ahmad Dahbour 
and Dr Saadi Dahour.-• •• 

Telethon brings 
windfall donations 
to Cancer Hospital: 

■ The President of the General" 
Federation of Voluntary Socie¬ 
ties (GFVS), Dr Abdallah Al 
Khatib announced that last 
year’s telethon campaign to 
collect contributions for tire 
Amal Cancer Hospital project 
has netted about JD 5 million 
in addition to JD 1.2 million 
which will paid by contribu¬ 
tors on installments basis. Dr 
Al Khatib toldArf Dustour dai¬ 
ly that the federation also re- ; 
ceived real contributions in the 
form of jewelry, real estate and 
equipment worth more than JD 
750.000. But he added that a ; 
number of those who called in ; 
have not made any payments 
and that others gave false 
names. 

Dr Al Khatib said the JD 13 
. million project has already ex¬ 
ceeded projected costs by JD 
1.2 million due. to additional 
expansions in services. - 

Partly press off to 
a bad start 

; V So far eight new party news¬ 
papers'hove: been’registered by 
the state, the Al Massira is just 
one of the laiesL This number 
is expected to increase dramat¬ 
ically in the period leading up 
to the parliamentary election to 
be held this summer. The 
pressing question that must be 
asked and is on the people's 
minds is whether these news¬ 
papers will continue operating 
after the election or go under, 
particularly in view of the fact 
that a great number of parlies 
would have lost the elections. 


Nature society reports 
agreements with world 


From 1 st of April 1993 

Alitalia 

flies three times weekly 
from AMMAN to ROME 
WED-FRI-SUN 
and to DUBAI on TUE 

For reservation / schedule information , Please 
contact your travel Agent, 
or ALITALIA Tel .625203 -636058 
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AMMAN (Star) 

— The Royal So¬ 

ciety for the Con¬ 
servation of Na¬ 
ture (RSCN) said 
it has concluded . 
agreements worth, 
at least $63 mil¬ 
lion With the Glo¬ 
bal Environmen¬ 
tal Facility 

(GEF). In its an¬ 
nual report on the 
society's activities 
during 1992, the 
‘society said that it 
managed to solicit ' 
financial support . 
from GEF’s $13 
billion Third • 

World environ^ . * . 
mental fund. The" 

report said the GEF agreed to'adopt two society project, 
including the Dana Wildlife Reserve ($3 million) and tht 
■Aqaba Gulf project. 

The report said that the United Nations Development 
Fund (UNDP)-has agreed to invest $33 million in the Az- 
raq Wetland Reserve through the Ministry of Rural, Mu. 
' nidpal and Environmental; Affairs. 

- The report saldihe RSCN in cooperation with the Min 
istry of Education has opened 250 nature cluhs in Jorda! 
man schools throughout the Kingdom. ... 

; The report said that 10,500"visited_the Shomari reserve 
near Azraq, where 124 heads of Arabian Oryx roam the 
desert plains. It added that plans are underway to release 
wild Ostriches back into the wild. The report said that 14 
heads of Ibex have been bora in captivity and that the 
number of Ibex in the.southem reserv e of Dana is increas¬ 
ing. .. \ 


. xne report descr&edifie situation m the Azraq YVetlam 
reserve as ''deteriorating'\aftec the flow of water fron 
the Shishan pools into the mud flats stopped. The repor 
said the reserve, which is suffering from drought, will b< 
the site of a World Bank project alter the government hac 
agreed to transfer ownership^ of the reservelo the society 
It added that all wild horses and buffalo population hav« 
been evacuated fromthe reserve to protect theflora orthf 
oasfc. ‘.. •; ... 

As toZoubla Wi/dBRr Reserve, ihereport ^saktthesocie 


the whole reserve,' whore wJEW’deer will berck 
1993.■ '..A • 
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A week of busy conferences 

Amman hosts meetings on human rights, 

population and food security 


people & 

POLITICS 



By Pam Dougherty 

Special io The Star 


AMMAN WILL truly be a talk¬ 
ing shop next week with four 
conferences gening underway 
between Saturday and Monday 
The subjects under discussion 
are tuned but all are crucial to 
•he.we M being of the region and 
include the basic issues of hu¬ 
man rights and population to- 
gethcr with the opposite ends 
of die food chain, range land 
development and food indus¬ 
tries. 

His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan will chair a 
Rights and Humanity Round ta¬ 
ble which will bring 30-40 in¬ 
ternational participants repre¬ 
senting major faiths and 
diverse cultures to explore 
wavs of strengthening the 
world commitment to die uni¬ 
versality of human rights. The 
meeting is a preparation for the 
inter-governmental World Con¬ 
ference on Human Rights in 
Vienna in June. It is being held 
as political leaders in some 
countries have been attacking 
the principal of universal hu¬ 
man rights and promoting the 
idea that human rights should 
be understood in the context of 
particular social, religious and 
political setting in the develop¬ 
ing world. 


The Amman conference, 
which will be held at the Jor¬ 
dan Intercontinental Hotel from 
5-7 April, will make proposals 
for a submission to the World 
Conference as to how the com¬ 
mitment to the universality of 
human rights can be strength¬ 
ened. Its organizers, the Inter¬ 
national Movement of Rights 
and Humanity of which Prince 
Hassan is a patron, hope that 
the common humanitarian val¬ 
ues of the world's varied faiths 
and cultures can be reflected in 
a universal vision of human 
rights that will serve as a 
framework for action in the fu¬ 
ture. 

Basic issues of population, 
the health and well-being of the 
family, the image of women 
and labor migration will be un¬ 
der scrutiny at the Arab Mini¬ 
sterial Population Conference 
which opens at the Royal Cul¬ 
tural Centre on 4 April. The 
conference, organized jointly 
by the United Nations Econom¬ 
ic and Social Commission for 
Western Asia, (ESCWA), the 
League of Arab States and the 
United Nations Population 
Fund (UNFPA) is part of the 
regional preparation for the 
United Nations International 
Conference on Population and 
Development which will be 
held in Cairo from 5-13 Sep¬ 


tember 1994. 

The Amman meeting will be 
in two sections, with senior of¬ 
ficials and experts meeting 
from 4 to 6 April to examine 
aspects of population including 
environment development, mi¬ 
gration and women, while Arab 
Labor ministers meeting on 7 
and 8 April will finalize the 
draft of the Second Amman 
Declaration on Population and 
Sustainable Development in the 
Arab world and prepare recom¬ 
mendations for the internation¬ 
al conference. 

And while matters of human 
rights and social development 
are under scrutiny, the very ba¬ 
sic issue of food will also re¬ 
ceive its share of attention. A 
meeting organized by the 
Council of Arab Ministers re¬ 
sponsible for the environment 
and the Jordanian Ministry of 
Municipal and Rural Affairs 
and the Environment, will deal 
with the development of pas¬ 
ture land and the fight against 
desertification throughout the 
Arab States. 

Pasture land is one of the 
most fragile environments in 
the region and it has come un¬ 
der pressure as rising living 
standards have led to demands 
for more meet and grain in lo¬ 
cal diets. In an effort to cut 
high meat import bills, live- 



Food security will be the topic of a specialized conference this week 


stock rearers have of often been 
tempted, and encouraged offi¬ 
cially, to overstock, their land 
and to use it for unsuitable 
grain crops. In die long-term 
this can lead to lower yields 
from overgrazed and exhausted 
soils and also destroys the vital 
barrier between the desen and 
agricultural areas. 

' Among the papers at the 
symposium will be one from 
the Aleppo-based International 
Centre for Agricultural Re¬ 
search in the Dry Areas (ICAR- 


DA.) which focuses its research 
efforts on areas with dry sum¬ 
mers and winter rainfall of 200- 
600 millimeters and which has 
made a major contribution to 
regional knowledge of sustaina¬ 
ble and effective use of range 
land areas. The symposium will 
be held at Amra. Hotel from 3 
to 6 April. 

Rounding of the week will be 
a conference on food security 
in the Arab world organized by 
the Arab Federation of Food In¬ 
dustries. which opens at the 


Philadelphia Hotel on 4 April. 
Participants from Iraq, Syria. 
Lebanon, Saudi Arabia. ~ the 
UAE, Tunisia. Libya, Algeria 
and Morocco will discuss eight 
papers covering the processing 
of dairy foods, fodder, tomato 
paste, carbonated beverages, ce¬ 
reals, poultry and oil. Three 
specialized seminars on the role 
of agricultural engineers in de¬ 
velopment and an exhibition of 
agricultural products and pro¬ 
cessed food will also be held 
during the conference. ■ 


• There were many speculations 
about why Prime Minister Zaid Ben 
Shaker flew to Portugal one day before 
the eid holiday. H was the second time in 
the last two years that the premier visited 
that country. The fact is the visits had 
nothing to do with politics'. The Prime 
Minister's daughter and her husband live 
in Lisbon. The Sharif, after a difficult 
year in office, deserved a short holiday 
— to practice his other job; that of a father. 






Moving theater into the cafe 


By Vesna Mashraqa 
Special to the Star 


CAFE-THEATER is a new 
phenomena in Jordan. Its un¬ 
conventionality lies precisely 
in its performances outside the 
traditional theatre. And so to¬ 
day we have theatre performed 
in such cafes as the A! Baider. 
in the Kan Zaman traditional 


rest house. 

Together with the growth of 
Cafe theatre developed a num¬ 
ber of theatrical groups in Jor¬ 
dan such is the A1 Rahalah 
theatrical company to experi¬ 
ment in this form of art So the 
question may well be asked 
what exactly cafe theatre is and 
how does it differ from tradi¬ 
tional theatre- performances- we 


are used to. 

Having spent the month of 
Ramadan preforming in the al 
Baider the Rahalah actors ex¬ 
plained to the Star, that cafe 
theatre acting has special styles 
and acting techniques. 

It is an independent theatrical 
genre that has everything to do 
with versatility and quick- 
r.wittedness - and -demands-, the 


Democratic experiment 
faces re-evaluation 


Continued from page one 


Time is money and deputies have wasted lots of it, spending hours sympathizing with and 
promising help for their constituents. 

Most journalists and voters have yet to learn to call these deputies on their promises. 

Hours also ticked by as opinions were aired on die peace process and other regional crises; 
few solid suggestions were exchanged. Corruption, still a sensitive subject arose but then 
quickly submerged in mid-last year. It revived last Sunday as Parliament poised to adjourn. 

"The peace process was overly debated," said a Parliament source, who requested anonymi¬ 
ty. "Ii was easier to express your opinion and criticize the process than it was (to talk about) 
corruption." the source added, referring to en¬ 
trenched government official intimidation. 

The case of Leith ShubeiJat who led a cam- 
paien for a constitutional amendment to dilute 
the'absolute power of the monarchy, tested the 
government's tolerance level. 

” Mr Shubeilai's arrest, made on the grounds 
that he belonged to an Iranian-backed group 
aiming to topple the regime, was also seen as 
being linked to a probe into alleged corruption 
of former senior government officials. 

"Parliament was hijacked. The government 
of Jordan doesn't want true democracy," says 
political analvst Labib Kamhawi. 

According to Mr Kamhawi, government still 



strongly influences parliamentarians who of- 

T . i r lma 1 hnif 


teiTfeef pressure to bow to the ’parry line’. 'Ministerial trophies' and benefits, such as social 


prestige special license plates blind to traffic controllers and other privileges also inspire 

""There^s'imfair competition be ween the Government and Parliament Because there are no 
political parties.... there are shifting alliances, the shifts guided bypersooal motives. 

<-g u t the price has been that the regime trussed four years to introduce a new breed of politi¬ 
cians who could have really helped Jordan in the future," Kamhawi says. 

Part of the problem is that constituents fail to realize that,.they too, must work to have an ef- f 
fective Parliament. Many voters still feel the government will not meet their needs, and unpre- •. 

pared to work for their rights. ,. . ... ._. 

But perhaps part of the answer to Jordan's paper-tiger Parhamentis to have political parties 
ntf-rii-innit* in the leuislarure (the last such participation was in 1957). 

P Longtime journalist John HaJaby points to the powerful Muslim Brotherhood as a model for 

wh it parties can achieve despite government interests. . . ^ 

"The Broiherhood is the most trustworthy in Parliament because you know where it stands 
ii works toward its goals. It is not hypocritical. 

The^new SrlTaironJ will be better with parties. There will be a different way of thirfdng. 
HhSfcr debates and more coordinated efforts to achieve what supporters - not rnd.vid- 


more 


U3 But th^actuaf success^ of Parliament does hinge on the authority's commitment to true de- 


democratic reforms were launched in 1989, some Jordanians Have become skeptical 
ofihe govemm^l’s intentions while others argue that patience will eventually allow democra- 


C Ve«Si7M in September of last year, political parties have had little time to organize and de- 
vise platforms and pi oe en oovemment views will also be weakened by too- 


'«■ h r----- oDDDse government views will also oe weaxene 


by 
seen as 


happv wilh ^ wOTld t0 have westera style democracy. The west 

Hie soil is not ready s g , believed that any idea that has come from 

E ^S&> £ hJ of success. I. won't go any deeper than die 

,h Mr SafLfdisa^'jo^ls too far along in its democratic reform program to turn back 

wiv to keep Jordan. The price will be too high for anyone to take. 
"Democracy is the only ay P bu {y t g0 on ," he says. 

D '^Ss"i£?S£ 1.^ ordinary Jordanians from Mafraq to Maan, could be up to the 

12th. or 1 Jth. member parliumentarians to decide. ■ 


artists to "be a part of the mo¬ 
ment". He is specially trained 
to play his role to different pur¬ 
poses and to react to different 
and to quite frequently instant 
responses from the audiences. 

. Cafe acting is designed to 
penetrate into the audiences 
most inner self, probing their 
feelings and provoking them 
iptoactionandreaetion. > 1 

Artists from the al Rahalah 
company all agreed th3t cafe 
theatre is extremely difficult 
and exhausting for the actors, 
specially when performed 
among people who have tittle 
or no interest in theatre it self. 

"Acting in the place where 
the stage is every inch of space 
is between tables, with no spot 
tights and sound system, re¬ 
quires great efforts on the part 
of the actors to attract and sus¬ 
tain attention. The actors stay 
face to face with the audiences 
trying to build tension", said 
Hakim Harb, who is the actor/ 
director of the theatre compa- 
-■ny. 

Not everybody liked this type 
of theatre, and this is mainly 
because people need to get 
used this form of acting which 
can be very enjoyable and 
eventfuL However, until such a 
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Preforming at the Al Baider Cafe 


time, some people will contin¬ 
ue to give negative reactions. 

KJfah Salamah, voted top ac¬ 
tress at last year's 4th Interna¬ 
tional Festival for Experimen¬ 
tal Theatre held in Cairo and 


and a member of the Al Raha¬ 
lah theatre company says that, 
"Some guests were very rude 
toward me, and made disparag¬ 
ing remarks about my character 
rotes. This soon stopped as I 
began to communicate with the 
audience and draw them into 
my character role". 

Other actors of the group like 
Jamal Marayah also spoke at 
times of their frustration. 

Despite this feeling, howev¬ 
er, and after one month of ex¬ 
perimenting with this form of 
theatre, the members of the al 
Rahalah's theatre have said that 
(hat they will continue to exper¬ 
iment with the Cafe theater 
concept, Hakim Harb says 


Much a form of theatre seems 
to be unique in this country 
and given lime it will grow 
and start attracting large num¬ 
ber of audiences. ■ 


M The Secretary General of Al Mud (Pledge i pjm. Mr 
Abd Al Hadi Al Majali. announced lhai his parts "will 
launch a national campaign aiming at unifying ail moderate 
(centrist) parties." He told The Slur that 
two political parties were merged into Al - — 

A!ted so far. Al Nahdha (Resurrection) 
party merged with Al AheJ at the begin¬ 
ning of last year, while Al Tiiwajuh At 
Wahmy (National Direction \ made a sim¬ 
ilar move Iasi Wednesday. 

Mr Al Majali told The Star s Ahdalla 
Al Qaq that his party, which is preparing 
itself for the coming general elections 
this summer, now has 12 offices cover¬ 
ing all ihe govcrnoraies from north to 
south and that party membership "exceeds thousands of peo¬ 
ple." 

The retired army general said his party, which was formal¬ 
ly licensed by the Interior Ministry Iasi December, "strong!} 
adheres to the principles of unifying the identify ot ail Jorda¬ 
nian citizens regardless of their national origin or religion." 
He added that his party “strongly supports the national right 
of the Palestinians in their homeland to determine their own 
destiny. 'Jordanisni', he added, is "a one-way principle to¬ 
ward which loyalty must be directed. This nic:ms that any 
person accepts the essence of the country 's constitution is a 
Jordanian with all the rights and duties." 

Mr Majali said that "Arab unity cannot be attained w ithout 
the dominance of democracy throughout the Arab World." 
He added that "all citizens must be secured against unem¬ 
ployment, sickness, ignorance, and must be given equal op¬ 
portunity to participate effectively in the political process oc¬ 
curring in the country." 

On the Jordanian-Palestinian relationship. Mr Majali said 
that while the party strongly supports the national rights of 
the Palestinians in their homeland, "w e believe that the polit¬ 
ical activity's domain of the Palestinian state is different 
from the political activity’s domain of the Jordanian state.” 


M Minister of Information Mahmoud El Shcrif said 
white it is early to sound judgment on party newspapers, 
some of which have already appeared on 
the market, a number of them have not 
made a good start by resorting to "irre¬ 
sponsible sensationalism, fabrications 
and speculations." These papers should 
take the minister's words seriously be¬ 
cause they do not come from a govern¬ 
ment official as much as from a veteran 
journalist with over 30 years of experi¬ 
ence. Mr El Sherif told Ad Du si our daily 
last week that he had "inherited" the new- 


press and publications law and did not write it. But then he 
hastened to say that he considered the law, which was re¬ 
cently passed by Parliament after much public debate and 
controversy, " a qualitative and very important leap on the 
road of press freedom based on national responsibility." 

Mr Sherif admitted to the paper that he has failed to rectify 
one flaw in the law, which is the article pertaining to the def¬ 
inition to a journalist "I see that a journalist is not one who 
is recognized by the (Press) Association, but who has adopt- 
I—ed jpumalism as a profession." 



The National Music Conservatory / 
Noor Al Hussein Foundation 


presents 

THE ORCHESTRA 

of the 

NATIONAL MUSIC CONSERVATORY 


Kifah Fakhouri, conductor 
Aram Zarasian, concertmaster 


In Concert 

Saturday, 3 April 1993 - 8:00 p.m. 

Al Hassan Bin Talal Auditorium - University of Jordan 

The program Includes orchestral pieces by Stamitz, 
Mozart, Vivaldi, Tchaikovsky, as well as highlights 
■from the musicales Evlta and Les Miserables 


Tickets, for JD 5 and 3 , are available at: 

- The-Royal Cultural Centra. Tel. 669026 

- Rihani Stores. Tel. 693775 

- BaWche.-Tel 661322 

- Philadelphia Hotel, Tel 663100 

- The National Music Conservatory. Tel. 687620 


It's what flying in 


America was always 


meant to be 



USAir 


USAir begins with you 


For reservations & information, call your travel agent or 
USAir at 694-801 
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Our Say 


I UN moves on Bosnia 

I 

j AFTER MONTHS of dithering and pussy-footing the UN have eventually taken the 
] bold step of imposing a no-fly exclusion zone on Bosnia to force the Serbs to accept an 
j end to the conflict raging on in that country. 

j The UN has taken this action as part of the recommendations of the latest Vance- 
j Owen Plan, (hat sought to bring a peaceful solution by creating 10 semi-autonomous 
j prov inces and arrangements for the make-up of future governments in that country. 

J While this is to be commended on the pan of the UN as a step in the right direction, 
j coming from a traditionally lame-duck organization, it may be too little to achieve the 
| required solution. For one thing the UN is still unwilling to accept whole-heartedly the 
Yance-Owen Plan, unwanting to alienate the Serbs in the hope that they themselves 
j would accept a peaceful solution. Ironically, though, the Serbian leader Rodovan Karad- 
I zic has so far rejected any settlement that is short of the destruction of Muslim existence 
j in Bosnia. Serbian nationalism is proving far too strong and xenophobic and unwilling 
] to accept the concept of a unified state in Bosnia. 

Muslim Bosnians on the other hand have accepted the Vance-Owen Plan, despite the 
| fact that it goes against their interests by imposing Serb enclaves in provinces that do 
j not have a Serb majority all for the sake of putting an end to their two-year old suffer- 
j lag. 

! The Muslims have accepted the Plan in order to put an end to the carnage, bloodshed, 

; end mass destruction that have been inflicted on them and their families since the de- 
i st root ion of Communist Yugoslavia and the ensuing civil war in that country. Bosnian 
I Muslims have been subjected by the Serbs to the most evil crimes in modem history, 
equal only to that committed by the Nazis during World War n. They have raped, tor¬ 
tured and killed innocent civilians, while the world stood by and watched with alacarity. 

But if this is the last chance for peace as Lord Owen the EC envoy himself recognizes, 
then the UN must force the Serbs to accept a peaceful solution by whatever means, that 
includes economic and military if necessary. 

But alas, the world is a divided place. Countries have a quirk and twisted view of what 
morality and justice are all about— countries such as Russia who, through its perma- 
| nent status in the Security Council, has prologned the conflict by delaying any action 
\ against the Serbs. Is this the moral of 60 years under Communism, we may well ask? 

- The Western countries have fared no less, preferring to turn a blind eye rather than irn- 
5 pose a forceful solution. But it seems that double standards is the name of the game in 
j international politics, with the UN being the victim in this, unable or unwilling to carry 
\ ojl its duties around the world because of cynical and manipulative regimes. ■ 

A curious event that happened 

in New York 


By Uri Avnery 

AS IS well-known, the US is a 
land of unlimited opportuni¬ 
ties. Bui it is also a land of 
weirdest terrorist acts imagina¬ 
ble. Who killed President Ken¬ 
nedy? Debates about it are still 
raging, because plenty of 
strange yet relevant facts have 
cropped up. Now. a similar 
event occurred again. 

In any other country, when 
terrorists strike, they make a 
public announcement and es¬ 
cape. This lies in the very na¬ 
ture of terrorism: the perpetra¬ 
tors are interested in telling the 
public who they are and why 
they did it. but are not interest¬ 
ed in being caught. 

But the terrorist strike at the 
"Twin Towers” of New York is 
no less strange than the TV se¬ 
ries Twin Fix". Here are some 
example of its curious circum¬ 
stances. 

• The driver of the car load¬ 
ed with explosives rented it un¬ 
der his true name, as if he 
wanted to lead the investiga¬ 
tors straight to him. F\en an ut¬ 
ter fool would hate taken into 
account that the identification 
prates of the car could be re¬ 
trieved from the ruins. But the 
car was not stolen. \Vh>? Per¬ 
haps because it ts not nice to 
steal car! 

9 As if this were not 
enough, the m.m returned three 
times to the renting agency, de¬ 
manding that hts ueposit be re¬ 
turned to him. because the cur 
had t een stolen. TbA sounds as 


if he implored the investiga¬ 
tors: "Allah Akhbar! What you 
are waiting for? Catch me al¬ 
ready!" 

• In order to get his deposit 
back, he displayed the renting 
contract on which distinct trac¬ 
es of explosives were detecta¬ 
ble. 

• To leave no doubt about 
where he belonged, on the eve 
of the explosion the suspect 
paid a visit to the imprisoned 
murderer of Meir Kahane, un¬ 
deterred by the recording of his 
true identity in the prison’s vis¬ 
itation book. In addition to the 
fact that, as every child knows, 
conversations with prisoners 
are being recorded routinely, 

© The Muslim group with 
which he was affiliated re¬ 
ceived money from an easily 
identifiable Iranian source in 
Germany openly, virtually with 
publicity. 

• The group, headed by an 
exiled Muslim Sheikh, has 
long been under the FBrs sur¬ 
veillance. Yet the FBI now 
claims having known nothing. 

® For hours and even days 
after the explosion, nobody 
took responsibility for it. But 
terrorism makes sense only if 
committed in order to draw at¬ 
tention of the public to a given 
issue, and thus to force it to get 
concerned about that issue. If 
nobody says what is the issue, 
what could be the purpose of a 
terrorist act? 

9 Shortly before the explo¬ 
sion the suspect called a wom¬ 
an named Hadas (which is a 
typical Hebrew- name). This 


The 


O- 





'tertian’s political, economic 
and cultural weekly 


circumstance, publicized by 
the world's Arabic press, some¬ 
how disappeared from the 
news in Hebrew. 

• Curious, very curious. Un- ; 
less the group in question was j 
comprised of comic movie ac¬ 
tors. There must be some ex¬ 
planation. 

The explanation of Israel's 
enemies is simple. The Mossad 
did iL After all, the benefits 
from the affair devolve to the 
Israeli Hasbara which was long 
and assiduously seeking to de¬ 
pict Islam as the new enemy of 
humanity, of the same sort as 
the already expired commu¬ 
nism had been in the past. For 
the Hasbara, the explosion 
must have been a gift from the 
heavens. From that point of 
view also its timing was ideal: 
shortly after the expulsion of 
the Hamas suspects and right 
before the arrival of Yitzhak 
Rabin in Washington. No won¬ 
der Yitzhak Rabin was so ea- : 
ger to exploit this issue at the 
press conference held jointly 
with Clinton. 

One can of course explain 
everything by sheer foolish¬ 
ness. After all, why should we 
assume that our adversaries are 
less foolish than ourselves? In 
the meantime, however, things 
look as if the unknown stage- 
director of this affair has not 
yet decided whether he wants 
to produce a tragedy, a come¬ 
dy, or a mystery. Well, some 
sequel is yet sure to turn out. ■ 

Uri Avnery is an Israeli jour¬ 
nalist 
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THE CONDITIONS in the 
Gaza Strip have witnessed a 
sharp deterioration on all lev¬ 
els since the beginning of the 
year, contrary to expectations 
that the newly elected Israeli 
govement would move to¬ 
wards alleviating at least 
some of the Palestinian popu¬ 
lation's sufferings. 

This deterioration has even 
motivated a number of lead¬ 
ing Israelis to talk about a 
unilateral Israeli withdrawal 
from the Strip. 

Khalil Touma from the Je¬ 
rusalem based Al Fajr asked 
attorney Freih Abu Meddein, 
head of the Lawyers Associa¬ 
tion in the Gaza Strip and a 
member of the Palestinian 
delegation to the peace nego- 
tiatons about his outlook on 
the Issues. 

Q: How would you describe 
the situation in the Gaza 
Strip these days? 

A: I can say that the Strip is 
facing an undeclared war — 
waged by the occupation au¬ 
thorities against the Palestinian 
population. This is the case, 
particularly after the new in¬ 
structions regarding the use of 
arms and shooting, were made 
by the Isreli premier and other 
officials. Now, soldiers can fire 
at people on the spot, especial¬ 
ly if they are suspected of act¬ 
ing against the authorities in 
the most minute way. 

New phenomena have devel¬ 
oped recently in Khan Yunis. 
which include mass shooting: 
the establishment of a military 
encampment in the middle of a 
residential area, no matter how 
provocative that is; and the at¬ 
tempt to impose this situation 
by force, killing more than 14 
Palestinians and injuring many 
others. These recent incidents 
are the result of the people's re¬ 
jection of occupation. 

Rabin considers himself an 
extremist in regard to Israeli se¬ 
curity. That has been manifest¬ 
ed in his giving orders to con¬ 
front the Palestinians by force 
and to prevent them from mak¬ 
ing a living — by preventing 
those who work in Israel from 
reaching there. 

Pressuring the Palestinians in 
Gaza through economic means 
is a normal practice of the au¬ 
thorities. This fight was escalat¬ 
ed when the magnetic card was 


Freih Abu Meddein 

'Palestinians, Israelis 
are heading toward 
confrontation in Gaza' 


issued, preventing nearly half 
of the population of the Gaza 
Strip from the possibility of 
travelling to Israel. So what we 
are witnessing in the Strip is, in 
fact, a deterioramg economic 
situation and escalating unem¬ 
ploy menL 

imagine, even the settlers in 
the Strip — need almost the 
same number of Palestinian 
workers to do various jobs in 
ihier settlements. It is a trage¬ 
dy. but far the sake of making a 
living, Palestinian workers 
have~accepted to do die work 
even Lhough they feel as if they 
are digging their own graves by 
doing that. 

Q: Can you see a light at the 
end of the tunnel? 

A: I don't think there is a solu¬ 
tion in the near future. I also 
don’t expect confrontations to 
decrese. ’ On the contrary, we 
are heading towards confronta¬ 
tions on a larger scale. I can see 
that the coming days will be 
bloody. There will be more de¬ 
tentions, more bloodshed. 

I think there has been a deci¬ 
sion at the highest level in Is¬ 
rael to shed more blood in tht 
Strip. This, unfortunately, wiU 
not accelerate our reaching a 
solution, because each party 
will bun themselves under cer¬ 
tain principles and issues. In¬ 
stead, in the tong run, the situa¬ 
tion will deteriorate even more, 
and it will, unfortunately, be a 
very "hot" summer. 

Q: There were a lot of state¬ 
ments and comments made 
by leading Israeli figures on a 
unilateral withdrawal from 
the Strip. Do you personally 
believe this is possible? 

A: If we wake up one day and ’ 
see the Israelis have with¬ 
drawn. we will not regret it. 


However, I doubt 
this will happen. 

Such statements 
are only made as 
test balloons and 
aim at creating 
confusion among 
the Palestinians. 

It is true that Is¬ 
rael is tired of its 
occupation of 
Ga/.a, but this 
does not mean 
that it will flee 
from it. If there is 
to be a solution 
for Gaza then it 
will come 

through an agree¬ 
ment nr a deal 
with the PLO as a 
principal party. 

There may also • 
be an Egyptian 
role in such an 
agreement, and it 
should be noted 
that our borders 

are Israel, the „ .. ,, 

Mediterranean Freih AAi 

Sea and Egypt. 

So far, an Israe¬ 
li unilateral withdrawal is an 
idea which lacks credibility. 
We have to wait and see. 

Q: How can you explain the 
killing of a Palestinian man 
standing next to Haidar Ab¬ 
dul Shafi, the head of the Pal¬ 
estinian delegation? The Is¬ 
raelis said It was a Palestinian 
group making an attempt at 
his life, while the Palestinians 
say it was the army that 
opened fire. 

A: My own interpretation of the 
incident is that due to his dis¬ 
tinct political attitudes, Abdul 
Shafi has become undersirable 
for the Americans and the Xsre- 
lis. Therefore, I think that kill¬ 
ing the other man, Gharib, who 



Freih Abu Meddein 


was near Abdul Shaif. was a 
message, rather than a random 
operation or an attempt to scare 
people. 

I am really worried about 
what happened. It indicates an 
Israeli attempt to spread turmoil 
among the population. 

Q: Are there any new devel¬ 
opments In the negotiations? 
A: The coming rounds of nego¬ 
tiations are important, particu¬ 
larly with a new* American ad¬ 
ministration in office. I am not 
optimistic, however. 

Will the United States, by 
saying it will be a full partner, 
play an effective role in the 
peace process? I don't think so. 


Chri-tiophcr's concept, as an-' 
nouncetf. maintain* that the US 
role is one of a full partner, that 
it will trv to bring together the 
views of the various parties. 
But what can one expect if the 
American position regarding 
human rights issues, including 
ihe issue of expulsion and set¬ 
tlements. is not clear? 

q. Haidar Abdul Shaft and 
Saeb Erekat went to Damas¬ 
cus prior to going to the Unit- 
ed States. What do you ex¬ 
pect to be achieved there? 

A: The Arab position is very 
important for us as Palestini. 
ohs- Consolidating the Arab 
.position is a.decisive element, 
for us. particular} 1 since there 
are efforts being made to accel¬ 
erate solutions on the Arab 
fronts and isolate the Palestine 
jots. This is very dangerous, es¬ 
pecially since the Palestinians 
arc negotiating on a transition¬ 
al solution while the other Ar¬ 
abs are negotiating on a perma¬ 
nent solution. 

I believe there should be ef¬ 
forts made to reach a final so¬ 
lution and not a transitional 
one on the. Palestinian front, 
even if the negotiations take 
five years, which is the peeriod 
for the transitional solution an 
the Palestinian front. These 
five years were meant to allow 
for the implementation of con¬ 
fidence-building measures to 
bridge the gap between the Pal¬ 
estinians and the Israelis. ■ 

What we have been seeing, 
however, is that Israeli meas¬ 
ures have destroyed any possi¬ 
ble confidence that may have 
been established. Therefore the 
Madrid formula, in my opinion, 
has become a worn-out formula 
unfit for the present. 

Q: Do you have any doubt 
about the Arab position? 

A: So far the Arab position is 
clear. What is needed is full co¬ 
ordination between jhe Arab 
parties on all tracks — full 100 
percent coordination. 

It was very encouraging to 
hear Syrian President Hafez As¬ 
sad say that Syria will not es¬ 
tablish a unilateral peace. This 
is an essential principle that 
should be maintained and up¬ 
held by the Arabs and Palestini¬ 
ans. ■ 
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Book review 

A history of America's passionate 
attachement to Israel 


The Passionate Attachment: 
America's Involvement with 
Israel, 1947 to the Present By 
George W. Ball and Douglas 
B. Ball. New YorkrW.W. 
Norton & Co, 1992. 382 pag¬ 
es. $24.95 

Reviewed by Donald Neff 

FOR GENERATIONS of 
Americans George Ball has 
been a revered figure. As un¬ 
dersecretary of state in the Ken¬ 
nedy and Johnson administra¬ 
tions his was a lonely voice in 
opposing America’s growing 
involvement in Vietnam. For 
that courageous stand alone he 
earned the gratitude of his 
countrymen. But Ball's contri¬ 
bution has been far more. His 
wise and urbane counsel has 
helped guide US policy in re¬ 
building Europe after World 
War IL aided President Kenne¬ 
dy during the Cuban missile 
crisis, and personified the hu¬ 
mane side of America as the 
US ambassador to the United 
Nations. Except for the victory 
of Richard Nixon in 1968, he 
probably would have been the 
secretary of state in Hubert 
Humphrey's presidency. 

Along with his previous two 
books today, Ball, with the help 
of his historian son, Douglas, 
has turned his penetrating at¬ 
tention to the Middle East in an 
extraordinarily revealing book 
entitled The Passionate Attach¬ 
ment: America's Involvement 
with Israel, 1947 up till the 
Present. Astonishingly, the 
book is being almost totally ig¬ 
nored. 

The New York Times has not 
bothered to review it and critics 
around the country have been 
deafening by their silence. Of 
the major newspapers, only 
The Washington Post reviewed 
The Passionate Attachment in 
the two months since its publi¬ 
cation, and its review was ludi¬ 
crously flawed by the review¬ 
er’s Zionist prejudices. 

The reason for this sudden 
shunning of one of America's 
most honoured figures is not 
hard to find. Ball is a trenchant 
critic of the United States' ex¬ 
cessive support of Israel, what 
he calls "the passionate attach¬ 
ment" to another country. In 
the same way Ball once alerted 


the nation of the dangers of 
America's involvement in Viet¬ 
nam. he now cautions against 
America's uncritical support of 
Israel and the dangers it bolds 
for US interests. 

Ball writes: "It has become 
abundantly clear that our coun¬ 
try's passionate attachment to 
Israel is such that moderate 
voices on either side have a 
hard time making themselves 
heard." 

Ball's book provides that 
moderate voice missing so long 

in America's relations with l£ 
reel. Ir is also a realistic voice. 
The Passionate Attachment is a 
primer on what might be called 
the real history of Israel. Un¬ 
like that usual gloss of apology 
and propaganda, Bali's book 
provides* die first realistic and 
extended examination of how 
Israel came into being and how 
it has managed to influence US 
policy since 1947. 

Ball traces the cooperation of 
successive American adminis¬ 
trations to Israel's subservience 
throughout each of the presi¬ 
dents since 1947. 

Only President Eisenhower 
stands out in this sad survey as 
an American leader with the 
grit to stand for principle and 
against Israeli violations of in¬ 
ternational law. Eisenhower 
forced Israel to comply with 
principle in halting its efforts to 
divert the waters of the Jordan 
river and to evacuate Egypt's 
Sinai Peninsula, which it had 
occupied during the Suez crisis 
of 1956. But. observes Ball: 
"Until 1992, these were the last 
occasions on which America 
acted incisively toward Israel." 

No president was more sub¬ 
servient titan Ronald Reagan, 
of whom Ball writes: "From 
the beginning Reagan wore his 
Heart on his sleeve.:. Reagan 
passively assisted Begin and 
Shamir to build settlements in 
an effort to ’create facts’ and 
thus block peace except on 
their own terms. He also effec¬ 
tively gave Israel a righr of 
veto over American policy oo 
arms sales." 

Ball assigns much of the 
credit — or blame —for Is¬ 
rael's ability to exercise such 
power over" Washington to the 
American Israel Public Affairs 
Committee (AIPAC), Israel's . 



lobby in the United States. Al¬ 
though Ball notes that only 
about one million of Americas 
five million Jews are politically 
active, their effectiveness is 
magnified by the lobbying tac¬ 
tics of AIPAC. 

These include threatening 
Members of Congress, pressur¬ 
ing the White House and main¬ 
taining active support of Israel 
while at the same rime destroy¬ 
ing its critics by blacklists, 
whisper campaigns and, as the 
shunning of Ball's book shot* 
discrediting or imposing a 
shield of silence around anyone 
AIPAC and its supporters per¬ 
ceive as unfriendly toward Is¬ 
rael. 

Ball also provides an insight¬ 
ful examination of Israel and its 
political and social institutions.. 
He notes Israel is not a democ¬ 
racy in the sense that most 
Americans perceive that politi¬ 
cal institution. 

Israel , does not have a consti¬ 
tution or_a Bill of Rights or a 
presidential veto, meaning its" 
Jewish-dominaied . parliament 
functions': practically un¬ 
checked, predictably favouring 
Jews. It imposes censorship and 


condones torture. Its society is 
rife with class and cultural war¬ 
fare between favoured western 
Jews (Ashkenazim) and disad-r 
vantaged Oriental Jews (Se¬ 
phardim), rent by religious and 
nationalist extremists, plagued 
. by prejudices embodied in law 
against non-Jews and women, 
and tending more toward - the 
practices, of theocracy than a. 
true democracy. ■ 

' Moreover, Israel,jnaintains a 
military occupation:over anoth¬ 
er people _in total .disregard of 
all international covenants and 
American ideals. Its occupation 
practices; Ball writes, are "ille¬ 
gal . and. inhumane (as) amply " 
documented by the findings oT 
Amnesty, International and the 
annual Human Rights report of - 
the State Department." 

Yet die United States contin¬ 
ues to finance" Israel more lav-- 
ishly than any other country! It" 
is only because of this trapxwre-; • 
dented US aid that allows Israel 
to cpntinue its quarter-century- 
old occupation and for Israelis.', 
to maintain a standard of trvinjg - 
far above what there own. bnfcv. 
moded socialist economy pro¬ 
duces. ■ - 


Ball observes that now is the 
time to correct US policy to¬ 
ward Israel and the Arab states. 
Gone is the absurd rationale 
that Israel is a "strategic asset" 
against Soviet penetration of 
the Middle East. The dissolu¬ 
tion of the Soviet empire erases 
any lingering claim Israel has to 
its enormous demands on the 
US treasury, or the unprece¬ 
dented diplomatic and techno¬ 
logical support the United 
states lavishes on the Jewish 
state; 

What is needed now. Ball 
.concludes, is for the United 
States to join with the other 
four permanent members — 
Britain, China, France and Rus¬ 
sia -T—■ of the UN Security 
Council and adopt an omnibus 
resolution that would encapsu¬ 
late the world’s position on the 
' fundamental issues of the Arab- 
" Israeli conflict This would in¬ 
clude, . granting self- 
determination to the Palestini- 
- ans, allowing Jerusalem to be 
the seat of government for both 
Palestine and Israel, ending Is¬ 
rael's occupation of Arab land, 
eliminating Jewish settlements 
in the occupied territories or 
placing settlers under Palestini : 
an-law,'“demilitarizing the Go- 
lari Heights and the Jordan val¬ 
ley, and the lifting of the Arab 
: boycott against Israel. 

These are hardly extremist 
demands since, the United Na.- 
tions has, at one time or anoth¬ 
er,' endorsed all of these posi¬ 
tions. And, as Ball eloquently 
.. concludes ; his .book, such : ac¬ 
tions demand implementation 
because "no" country can possi¬ 
bly reconcile its concern for lib-" 
erty and human rights .with the 
continued abusive mistreatment 
of the Palestinian ' people. 

/ whose only crime is their desire 
for setf-detennination — the 
same sentiment that prompted 
■the Founding Fathers of the 
United-States an the founders of 
.'.Israel .a half century ago." ■ 

DoriakiNeff has lived In the 
Eastand written ex¬ 
tensively a bout the region. He 
iy anffior ^of a trilogy about 
-TJS> relations ■; with : Israel: 
^arriors at Snez^ Warriors 
'for Jerusalem, 'and" Warriors 
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The Somali tragedy 



unctiarted 
ory for the UN 


UNITED NATIONS troops 
preparing to take over com¬ 
mand from the departing US 
Marines in Somalia in May 
1 3 "Mr-impossible task. 

« nh most of the countrv still 

“ ,he me , rc >‘ of waning clans 
ana armed bandits, the ^8 000- 
strong multinational force will 
be required to impose law and 
or jj5 r . ,r J a Political vacuum. 

This is uncharted territory for 
d>e UN. The mandate of the 
new operation, code-named 
Unosom II. will have to so be¬ 
yond ch e first small 400-strong 
task force, set to monitor a non¬ 
existent ceasefire in Mogadi¬ 
shu. and even beyond the US- 
led military intervention in De¬ 
cember. which secured a short 
breathing space for aid agen¬ 
cies to reach starving Somalis 
outside the capital. 
x Commanders of Unosom H 
* are pressing to be given active 
rules of engagement to disarm 
vyarlords and bandits, who con¬ 
tinue to loot and pillage with 
impunity. However, they arc 
aware that military intervention 
is not a panacea for the inabili¬ 
ty of Somalis to start the pain-' 
ful process of national reconcil¬ 
iation after the traumas of 
dictatorship and a two-year civ¬ 
il war 

"If you pulled out the foreign 
troops and tanks, this place 
would fall apart." says General 
Imtiaz Shaheen. the departing 
commander of Unosom I. "Un¬ 
less the Somalis begin to ad- 
'. dress their political and social 
problems. UN intervention will 
lead to a new form of coloniza¬ 
tion." 

The absence of a Somali gov¬ 
ernment has already created a 
de facto administration run by 
the LIN and US task forces and 
the international aid agencies. 
A "cabinet" meets every- morn¬ 
ing at X am at the fortified LJn- 
osoni compound in Mogadishu 
to discuss the security situation 
and plan relief work. 

The collapse of the economy 
has also transformed the aid 
agencies into the country's 
main employers and benefac¬ 
tors. The UN's World Food 
Programme estimates that more 
Ilian -in Somalis, one third of 
the population, are dependent 
on relief agencies for food, wa¬ 
ter, health care, seeds for plant¬ 
ing. and agricultural tools. 

And while the presence of 




A soldiers helping hand in reconciliation 


the US-led joint task force af¬ 
forded military protection for 
immediate famine relief work. 
It has also created a new securi¬ 
ty problem for aid agencies, 
they have become soft targets 
for bandits who used to be em¬ 
ployed in the protection racket 
business before the US Marines 
put an end to this lucrative 
source of income. 

"Before the US Marines land¬ 
ed." says Mr Rhodri Wyr.n- 
Pope, relief co-ordinator for 
southern Somalia with the in¬ 
ternational agency Care, "We 
wen? being absolutely ripped 
off." Care was paying $150,000 
a month to security gangs to 
guard its food stocks at the ex¬ 
port. Other "contractor?" had to 
be paid to guard food convoys, 
to negotiate road blocks, and to 
prevent food from being looted 
at its destination. 

Military intervention broke 
the cycle of extortion, but 
created an underworld of 
armed thieves who have mur¬ 
dered three foreign aid workers 


in the past two months. 

"We feel less secure now," 
say? Mr Ian MacLeod of 
I’nicef. "Aid agencies were not 
targets last year." Aid workers, 
he explains, cannot venture out¬ 
side their compounds without 
armed escorts. All agencies 
have imposed a 7 pm curfew. 

Aid agencies believe that Un¬ 
osom JTs mandate is doomed 
unless it tackles the problem of 
disarmament and rehabilitation 
simultaneously. "The banditry 
and lawlessness in Somalia is a 
social problem." says Mr 
Wvnn-Pope. "Warlords can 
talk their men back to the" bar¬ 
racks, bur bandits need to be 
given productive jobs to give 
up their guns." 

With Somalia’s famine emer¬ 
gency over, the UN and aid 
agencies are beginning to con¬ 
centrate on the daunting task of 
resettling almost 2Jm Somalis 
displaced by the civil war. Of 
these. I m people are sitting in 
refugee camps outside Somalia. 
Neither the military' nor the hu¬ 


manitarian agencies of the UN 
have ever undertaken a logisti¬ 
cal task of this size. 

Relief agencies, critical of 
the UN’s performance in So¬ 
malia before the arrival of the 
US-led task force, fear that the 
country will slide back into an¬ 
archy with the pull-out of US 
troops. 

"The US armed forces have a 
cohesive administrative and lo¬ 
gistical command chain that the 
UN finds difficult to match," 
says Mr Wynn Pope, himself a 
former British army officer. 
"US troops were seen as the 
tough guys with big guns, 
whereas the UN has little credi¬ 
bility with the Somalis." 

Mr Jamie McGoldric, deputy 
field director of Save the Chil¬ 
dren Fund UK, goes further 
"The UN does not understand 
.’the scale or the complexity of 
the Somali problem, they think 
. it is a six-month job. where as 
’ it may take 10 to 15 years to re- 
. store peace to Somalia. ■ 

i The Financial Times 


'Killing disease' strikes 
Sudan's war-stricken south 

War, famine and displacements of population create the preconditions 
for an epidemic. Sudan, host to those conditions, is suffering one of the 
largest disease epidemics in recorded history, writes Maryam Schiller. 


SOUTHERN SUDAN- scene 
of severe drought, famine, and 
ten years of civil war, faces a 
new crisis with an outbreak, of 
leishmaniasis, known as the 
"killing disease." 

Between 300.0U0 and 
400.000 people in the area risk 
being infected by the disease, 
which is also known as Kala 
Azar. Experts at fhc World 
Health Organization (WHO) re¬ 
gard ihc^ latest outbreak of 
leishmaniasis as one of the 
largest epidemics ol the disease 
in recorded history. 

Recent reports by the non- 
sovemmenia! organisation 
Mddtxins sans Fronlieres/ 
Netherlands suegest that as 
many as 40.000 people may al¬ 
ready have died, and that die 
population of some villages has 
been reduced by thirty' or forty 
percent. 

The affected area, m the 
Western Upper Nile province 
of southern Sudan, is u 
zone. Fighting between the Su¬ 
danese government troops and 
rebels of the Sudan People’s 
Liberation Army (SPLA) has 
made it impossible to imple¬ 
ment the large-scale measures 
required to control effectively 
the spread of disease. 

In normal times, only a limit¬ 
ed and stable population would 
be affected by the disease, but 


the devastation caused by war, 
famine and displacements of 
population have created the 
preconditions for an epidemic. 

Visceral Leishmaniasis is 
transmitted from one human 
being to another by a small in¬ 
sect. the sandfly. 

Symptoms of the disease in¬ 
clude fever, enlargement of the 
spleen, lymph nodes, and liver, 
as well as anaemia and severe 
wasting- Treatment, based on 
daily injections for 30 days, 
cost around USS100 per pa¬ 
tient; those with clinical symp¬ 
toms left untreated are likely to 
die. 

In endemic areas like south¬ 
ern Sudan, clinical cases repre¬ 
sent only “the tip of the ice- 
berg." 

Malnourished people develop 
severe forms of the disease and 
it has already spread north and 
east from its initial focus. 

According to WHO it is sus¬ 
pected that during the Gulf War 
in 1991, a number of soldiers 
were infected, though few of 
them showed any immediate 
sians of the illness. The United 
States Waller Reed army Insti¬ 
tute of Research and the US 
National Institutes of Health in 
Bethesda. Maryland, are non¬ 
locking at the magnitude of the 
infection among American sol¬ 
diers. 


Those who were present in 
the Gulf have meanwhile been 
barred from donating blood, 
due to the potential risk of 
transmission. Blood in the 
United States is not at present 
routinely screened for leishma¬ 
niasis. 

The Indian subcontinent is 
also badly affected by die dis¬ 
ease and approximately 
400,000 new cases occur in the 
region every year. , 

First signs of the epidemic 
became apparent in southern 
Sudan in mid-1988, but it was 
initially thought to be typhoid. 
MSF/Netherlands, which re¬ 
ported the first cases, later de¬ 
termined that the disease was 
visceral leishmaniasis, and that 
it affected thousands of people 
— both in the Western Upper 
Nile and in the capital city, 
Khartoum, where many people 
had fled in search of security. 

A special centre was set up in 
Khartoum and more than 2,500 
Kala Azar patients have been 
treated there to date. MSF also 
established a treatment centre 
800 kilometres south of the 
capital, in Western Upper Nile, 
in July 1989. Despite enormous 
logistical problems 13,000 pa¬ 
tients were treated at the centre 
between October 1989 and 
February 1 199 2. 

UNDP/UNICEFs "Operation 


Lifeline" and MSF/Netherlands 
were supported by WHO, with 
technical assistance and finance 
to purchase the specific drugs 
required. WHO has also rein¬ 
forced three centres between 
southern Sudan and Khartoum, 
to help reduce mortality among 
those fleeing the war zone. A 
clinic is now being run by Su¬ 
danese doctors and public 
health employees at Bentiu, in 
the heart of the endemic zone. 

Thousands of patients, how¬ 
ever, are still waiting for treat¬ 
ment in theWestem Upper 
Nile, but MSF/Netherlands 
doesn't have enough medica¬ 
tion to treat them all. WHO has 
appealed to the international 
donor community for funds to 
purchase and transport the des¬ 
perately needed drugs, disposa¬ 
ble syringes and basic diagnos¬ 
tic equipment to identify and 
treat all existing patients, for a 
total cost of nearly USS1 mil¬ 
lion. 

But as southern Sudanese ref¬ 
ugees still dispose in all direc¬ 
tions — northwards and into 
neighbouring Ethiopia and 
Kenya — and Chadian and 
Ethiopian refugees enter Su¬ 
dan, keeping the epidemic un¬ 
der control will be a mammoth 

task-B 

Academic FHe 


Damascus —The foreign ministers of the Arab parties to the Middle East peace talks , in addition to the foreign minis¬ 
ter of Egypt, during their meeting in the Syrian capital this week to prepare for the 20 April resumption of the bilateral 
talks in Washington. A final communique by the participants reiterated Arab commitment to the objective of a compre¬ 
hensive peace in the region and called on the United States to play a full role in the talks for the interest of interna¬ 
tional legitimacy. The parties decided to keep their meeting open until the results of latest contacts with the United 
States on removing Israeli obstacles have been know. 

Beirut: defying darkness 
with theatrical dance 


THE HEART of this once- 
beautiful city has the unreal 
air of a film set: a surreal cit¬ 
yscape of blitzed buildings, a 
nightmarish Hollywood vi¬ 
sion of post-Armageddon fu¬ 
turism. But this is real, the 
result of almost two decades 
of civil war. 

There is barely a structure 
that is not pockmarked with 
bullet holes: refugees hole up 
In the squalid remnants of 
bombed-out concrete apart¬ 
ment blocks along the infa¬ 
mous Green Line that separ¬ 
ated east from west Beirut 
Around Martyr's Square the 
Mditerranean palm trees and 
elegant French colonial archi¬ 
tecture are nothing more 
than a memory forever 
etched in the 20-year-old 
postcards the souvenir- 
hawkers insist on selling. 

But the horror of 17 years 
of war is behind the city now: 
the violence is over, peace 
and security have been re¬ 
stored, protected by the 
armed checkpoints that moni¬ 
tor the Lebanese at almost 
every turn. Meanwhile, a new 
prime minister — a billion¬ 
aire property developer — is 
trying to rebuild the shat¬ 
tered country with a massive 
construction programme. 
The new optimism even ex¬ 
tends to talk of restoring the 
country's once fashionable 
tourist industry. 

The signs of a population 
determined to enjoy life again 
are everywhere: the burger 
bars and nightclubs which 
line the main road into the 
Cannes-like suburb of Ju- 
nietu the billboards for The 
Bodyguard and Death Be¬ 
comes Her which decorate 
the concrete landscape. But 
the most viable sign of cul¬ 
ture life — if the ubiquitous 
billboards are to be believed 
— is a dance company. Since 
the war ended two years ago, 
the Caracalla troupe has 
been performing every week¬ 
end in Beirut. And in a coun¬ 
try where theatrical dance 
was virtually unknown before 
it, Carcaila's popularity is 
even more surprising. 


The company is named af¬ 
ter Abdul Halim Caracalla. a 
wealthy Lebanese who found¬ 
ed it in 1970 after studying at 
the London Contemporary 
Dance School. He, at least, 
has no doubts as to the com¬ 
pany's artistic significance. 
'The Arab world is very rich 
in petrol, yet very poor in cul¬ 
ture," he asserts. "We repre¬ 
sent culture for the Arab 
world." 

Certainly the Caracalla 
Dance Company is the most 
travelled artistic export: it 
has been to Brazil, Japan, 
America and Europe, spread¬ 
ing good will along the way. 
"We are hoping to raise the 
identity of Lebanon, to show 
we are not the worst guerril¬ 
las in the whole world," its di- ( 
rectorsays.,... 

His dancers were among 
the first casualties of the war. 
They were coming out of the 
theatre after a performance 
late one night in 1974 when 
suddenly they found them¬ 
selves caught up in the open¬ 
ing gunfire. One dancer was 
killed, one paralysed, a third 
was seriously injured and 
died later. 

"We had no idea what was 
going on, but we knew it was 
serious," says Caraculla. "So 
we started to move, like piec¬ 
es on a chessboard. When 
war broke out in one section 
of Beirut, we moved to anoth¬ 
er. When war broke out all 
over Beirut we moved around 
Lebanon. When war broke 
out all over Lebanon, we 
moved outside Lebanon." 

What kept the peripatetic 
troupe going? 'The artist has 
no choice but to continue: our 
best ballet was made during 
the war. You need to prove to 
yourself that you can control 
the darkness with your art." 

Hie production be brings to 
London celebrates happier 
days: an oriental version of a 
Mildsummer Night’s Dream. 
Caracalla's fascination with 
Shakespeare goes back to his 
days in London when be dis¬ 
covered the dramatist at the 
RSC. "I am obsessed by 
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Caracalla's production of A midsummer Night's 
Dream 


Shakespeare. It’s strange Tor 
an oriental roan to adore such 
a mind. But for me Shake¬ 
speare illumines our spirit, he 
illumines our reality to our¬ 
self; for the whole human 
race not only for yesterday, 
but for today and tomor¬ 
row." 

Dream is not his first excur¬ 
sion into the Bard: with a 
canny understanding of his 
audience, he started with the 
Taming of the Shrew. "For 
Arab people to accept me I 
started with a subject near to 
their hearts. The Arabs have 
a saying, in which the man 
says to the woman: T have 
the authority, you have the 
power.' They love Shrew — 
they adore the theme." 

His latest production is a 


hotchpotch of styles: modem, 
folk and oriental, all deliv¬ 
ered at a frenetic pace by two 
dozen dancers in elaborately 
colourful costumes. The score 
is an equally exotic brew: a 
bit of William Tell, "Frcre 
Jacques," string quartets, 
even a tango. 

But it is the element of fan¬ 
tasy which comes across 
strongest in Caracalla's 
Dream. "Fantasy is very close 
to the heart of an Arab audi¬ 
ence. With modem life being 
so fast, with technology, com¬ 
puters, robots, now- is the 
time people like to go back to 
fantasy. We need to believe in 
It again; fantasy helps us deal 
w ith the reality of life". ■ 
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Government imposes tax on newsprint 

Publishers say production costs will be 

passed on to consumers 


By Bilal Hijjawi 

Star Staff Writer 


IN JANUARY 1993, the Min¬ 
istry of Finance tacitly imposed 
an 18.5 percent import duty on 
newsprint, the paper used by 
newspapers. The duly imposi¬ 
tion, added to the 5 percent im¬ 
port fee that is already levied, 
brought die total penalty on the 
newspaper industry to 235 per¬ 
cent. 

Since newsprint comprises 
55 to 60 percent of the cost of 
newspaper production, the in¬ 
dustry voiced deep grievances 
Publishers interviewed by The 
Star said the duty will absolute¬ 
ly weigh down publishers' 
hopes of developing this pro¬ 
fession and will discourage 
possible new investments in the 
newspaper business. 

Publishers argue that Jordan 
is bound by a UNESCO agree¬ 
ment not to impose taxes on 
newsprint imports. They say 
that Jordan is the only country 
in the world to impose such 
tax. 

Publishers claim fear on one 
front the Information Ministry 
clears the way for new entrants 
to the field of journalism whilst 
on another front, the Finance 
Ministry imposes a financial 
burden that would stop this 
from taking place. 

Publishers have 

rogation of the Jordan is 
new .tax even jjAjKSr/ 
though they admit U/VLACt 

that the extra cost not to in 
would be passed 
on to the public. on news P 
"The morality of 
tax burdens on 
journalism is what upsets us the 
most," says AD Diatom's Gen¬ 
eral Director and Deputy Presi¬ 
dent of the Press Association 
Mr Saif A1 Sherif. 

"Means for minimizing the 
effects of fee new costs would 
either come from charging the 
government commercial adver¬ 
tising rates instead of fee fa¬ 
vored SO fils per word rate in 
view of fee fact that govem- 



we paid JD 17,000 in import 
fees on one thousand tons of 
newsprint. Now it is JD 85,000 
and At Rai imports some 8 to 
10 thousand tons a year. This 
means feat our loss in income 
would add up to half a million 
dinars,” said Mr Mahmoud 
Kayed, editor-in-chief of the Al 
Rai newspaper. 

Mr Kayed added that Al Rai 
has not raised the newscopy 
price for the last five years and 
feat the newsprint of each copy 
costs more than fee 70 fils they 
charge the distributor." 

He complained that "while 
our newsprint is taxed, foreign 
newspapers enter Jordan wife- 
out being taxed." 


Others in the industry say 
feat fee real costs associated 
wife producing newspapers 
adds up to more than the recent 
rate increase in duxy and import 
fees. 

"Increasing import tariffs to 
23.5 percent follows another 
raise that hit fee newspaper 
iinarket when computer import 
tariffs was raised from 11.2 
percent to 22.2 percent," said 
Mr Mustafa Abu Libdeh, pub¬ 
lisher of Al Aswaq weekly, a 
business publication. 

Mr Abu Libdeh added that in 
fee light of fee recent press law 
many individuals and political 
parties would be expected to 
start up there independent pub¬ 


lications. Yet, he said feat, 
competing for local journalistic 
talents and writers would cause 
fee job marker to inflate, driv¬ 
ing up fee publishers operating 
costs. 

"Publisher’s income does not 
come from- newspaper sales, it 
is generated through selling ad¬ 
vertising space. And it is no se¬ 
cret that the Ad Dustour and Al 
Rai dailies hold a semi monop¬ 
oly on local advertising space," 
he said. "The financial burden, 
will cost us dearly. It would 
limi t our growth and would 
surely have a negative effect, on 
fee quality of our produc- 
tion,"concluded Mr Abu Lib-. 
deh_ ■ 


The UN calls for Global Qualification in Accounting: 

A master education plan called 
for intergovernmental group 


Newspapers: Consumers are to pay more 


Publishers argue that 
Jordan is bound by a 
UNESCO agreement 
not to impose taxes 
on newsprint imports. 


ment notices take up some 20 
percent of advertising space in 
fee newspaper, 1 ' Mr Sharif told 
The Star. 

"Or other corrective meas¬ 
ures may include an increase in 
the price of fee 
argue that general advertis- 
„. ing rate, the 
ound by a price of fee 
%greement newspaper or 

ose taxes Mr Sherif said 

nt imports. while toi 
T year his newspa¬ 
per made a prof¬ 
it of JD 1 million, fee public 
shareholding company paid JD 
380,000 in income tax. 

Now because of fee news¬ 
print tax. Ad Dustour will be 
paying about 60 percent of its 
annual income to the state, a 
figure that is corroborated by 
Mr Al Sharif. 

The new tax is really an indi¬ 
rect tax on consumers, said a 
renowned Amman-based econ¬ 
omist who did not want his 


name to be published. He said 
fee three big dailies are partial¬ 
ly owned by government and 
fee Social Security Corp.— a 
semi governmental body. The 
SSC has a 61 percent share in 
Al Rai , a 40 percent share in 
Ad Dustour and more than 60 
percent in Sawt Al Sha'ab. 

The economist said that the 
tax will undeniably be charged 
on to the consumer. Govern¬ 
ments are not in fee habit of 
digging inside there own pock¬ 
ets for new financial sources. 
He told The Star that the deci¬ 
sion may have been based on 
government's belief feat news¬ 
papers have swayed from their 
"educational role" to that of 
heavy commercial enterprising. 

"The new duty on newsprint 
imports puts newspapers on par 
wife other commercial enter¬ 
prises," said the economist 

Publishers already complain 
feat overhead costs are already 
high. 

"Before the tax imposition 


The Intergovernmental 
Working Group of Experts 
on International Standards of 
Accounting and Reporting 
has concluded its eleventh 
session with a call for both a 
global qualification for ac¬ 
countants and a master plan 
for accounting education. 


THERE WAS unanimous 
agreements among the 50 ex- 
pens from 34 countries on the 
need to develop standards for a 
global qualification which 
would make accounting profes¬ 
sionals equal around the world. 
While a high level of accoun¬ 
tancy had been achieved in 
many countries, it was noted, 
there was no common guaran¬ 
teed level world-wide. That 
posed problems for accountants 
from developing countries and 
countries in transition as they 
were not accorded equal status. 
It was suggested feat a new 
designation be established., fear 
of United Nations registered 
accountant and, on a higher 


level, feat of United Nanons 
registered auditor. The expert 
from Germany recommended 
the creation of a working party 
by the International Federation 
of Accountants (IFAC), the 
World Bank, the United Na¬ 
tions and other interested or¬ 
ganizations to develop fee glo¬ 
bal qualification. 

It was suggested further feat 
once the' standards were writ¬ 
ten. the United Nations could 
enter into agreements wife gov¬ 
ernment agencies or other insti¬ 
tutions which met fee stan¬ 
dards, and the tasks of training 
and examination could be han¬ 
dled on a franchise basis. 
Those tasks should be super¬ 
vised by fee United Nations so 
that a minimum level was 
achieved. The experts believed 
that many professionals would 
be interested in becoming a 
United Nations registered ac¬ 
countant or auditor. Such a title 
would guarantee global accept 
tance of an accountant's work. 

The Group called upon fee 


International Federation of Ac¬ 
countants to take up the chal¬ 
lenge to develop global qualifi¬ 
cation standards for accountants 
and auditors which could be en¬ 
dorsed by the United Nations. It 
also asked it develop a multi¬ 
lingual dictionary of accountan- 
cy. 

hi closing the session, the 
Chairman, Tala! Abu Ghazaleh 
(Jordan), said he was glad feat 
fee developed countries were 
sympathetic to the developing 
ones and bad agreed to take ac¬ 
tion to narrow fee widening ed¬ 
ucational gap. A global profes¬ 
sion was needed wife global 
qualifications. He was pleased 
that the international organiza¬ 
tions were willing to rake up 
the challenge and develop a 
standard as well as a master 
plan for accounting education 
on a world-wide basis. Such a 
plan would benefit all, since fee 
establishment of uniform stan¬ 
dards and education would in¬ 
crease public confidence in the 
profession. ■ . j 


The BCCI saga sees no end 


Nineteen months after the worldwide shutdown of the Bank of Credit & Commerce International, the many depositors who lost money 
—some their life savings—still await compensation. Investigations into the bank's fraudulent workings abound, but acceptance of 

responsibility remains as elusive as ever. 


By Vlkram Dodd and 
Maxton Walker 


LONDON — On 5 July 1991, 
a shutdown was ordered of all 
branches of fee Bank of Credit 
& Commerce International 
(BCCI), after an investigation 
commissioned by the Bank of 
England in March feat year 
found evidence of large-scale 
fraud and maladministration. 
The unprecedented action 
meant the closure of 25 branch¬ 
es in Britain and many others 
.globally. 

The money of thousands of 
depositors was frozen — assets 
thought to total many millions 
of pounds — much of it depos¬ 
ited by Asian savers and busi¬ 
nessmen. 

Even today no-one is precise¬ 
ly sure about the nature of fee 
fraud. The scale was huge and 
fee accounting practices re¬ 
vealed bamboozling in their 
complexity. 

But for the bank's clients fee 
questions are simpler: when 
will they get compensation 
from the government? And did 
the Bank of England do its job 
competently in ensuring BCCI 
was above board? 

In short, what did the Bank 
of England know and when, 
and what should it have 
known? 

A special British inquiry by 
Lord Justice Bingham, who 
earned out a 15-month investi¬ 
gation into the affair, has al¬ 
ready criticized the Bank for 
being "neither alert nor inquisi¬ 
tive enough" in responding to 
the massive fraud that led to 
BCCl's collapse. 

Lord Bingham's report, dis¬ 
closed in the House of Com¬ 
mons in October 1992, was not 
as severe as an earlier US Sen¬ 
ate subcommittee report, which 
described the Bank as "wholly 
inadequate" in protecting 
BCCI creditors. 

The newly-published report 


by the all-party Treasury and 
Civil Service Select Committee 
is highly critical of the role in 
fee BCCI banking scandal 
played by fee Bank of Eng¬ 
land. Committee member 
Brian Sedgemore MP used fee 
collapse of the Johnson Mat- 
they Bank in 1984 to tease fee 
Bank's outgoing governor Rob¬ 
in Leigh-Pemberton, who was 
under cross-examination. 

"If you think back on the 
cock-ups of BCCI and JMB. 
do you recall Lady Bracknell 
in The Importance of Being 
Earnest? To supervise one 
bank badly may be deemed to 
be a misfortune: to supervise 
two banks badly looks suspi¬ 
ciously like gross negligence." 

Apparently, under the cli¬ 
mate of financial deregulation 
engendered by the Thatcher 
government, the onus was on 
fee Bank of England to have as 
"light touch" as possible. 

During one telling exchange. 
Leigh-Pemberton. fee arche- 
' typal country gentleman, was 
baited by MP Diane Abbott 
She described fee Bank's su¬ 
pervision as being "passive" 
and "timid," and "of a very 
gentlemanly kind," and en¬ 
quired. "Does not the whole 
BCCI affair reveal feat fee type 
of amateurish, gentlemanly su¬ 
pervision that "the Bank has 
been noted for has failed?" 

Leigh-Pemberton may have 
thought his response was an 
adequate rebuttal, but com¬ 
pared with fee more pro-active 
regulations of banks by the 
American authorities it sound¬ 
ed somewhat lame. 

"It is a traditional approach 
based on trust, confidence and 
flexibility which I suspect is 
what you ("Ms Abbott) see as a 
reason for using the word 'ama¬ 
teurish.' Bingham says among 
fee right sort of banks that son 
of supervision has worked 
well," he said. 

In 1988. a court in Tampa, 


Florida indicted BCCI officials 
for fraud. But closer to home 
the Bank was to get a warning 
from a very reputable source. 
In that same year the City of 
London Fraud Squad contacted 
the Bank to warn of criminality 
within fee BCCI. A diplomatic 
source in the Gulf, and a direc¬ 
tor of a Muslim bank in Eng¬ 
land sounded similar alarm 
bells. 

Leigh-Pemberton asserted 
feat he could only act on "solid 
evidence,” but in the case of 
fee tip off from fee Fraud 
Squad, fee Bank did not even 
bother to check out the allega¬ 
tion. 

The victims were largely 
small businesses and individual 
depositors, mainly in Asia, Af¬ 
rica and Latin America, where 
roughly 75 per cent of branch¬ 
es were located. 

In Pakistan, however, 
branches remained open after 
regulators seized fee bank's as¬ 
sets , leaving depositors rushing 
to empty their accounts. In Ni¬ 
geria branches remained open 
on the order of the country's 
centra] bank, after $20 billion 
assets had been frozen. Hong 
Kong investors were especially 
unlucky; 40,000 customers 
were assured on 6 July feat fee 
local branch was sound and 
would continue trading. The 
next morning, depositors 
turned up to find the doors 
firmly bolted. 

Not only small investors and 
institutions lost out. UK local 
authorities had placed some 
£100 million wife the bank; in 
America, banks and financial 
institutions are estimated to 
have lost about $500 million. 

Some have even argued that 
fee bank need not have been 
shut down, the UAE President, 
Sheikh Zayed of Abu Dhabi, 
the bank's biggest backer, in¬ 
vested $1 billion in BCCI in 
1990. and poured in half that 
amount again at the end of 




Sheikh Zayed 


Robin Leigh-Pemberton, ougoing governor of the Bank 
of England 


June 1991, just days before it 
was shut down. Business asso¬ 
ciates claim he was prepared to 
keep the money coining. 

In addition, fee bank bad 
even announced a major reor¬ 
ganization — a move for 
which the Bank of England had 
already voiced its approval. 

But fee argument ignores the 
depth of the problem. BCCI 
had a superbly effective net¬ 
work for its wheeling and deal¬ 
ing. Much of the operation 
worked out of Luxembourg 
and fee Cayman Islands, both 
notorious financial havens. 
Senior managers, however, 
were based in London, and its 


business arms ranged from 
seemingly respectable Europe¬ 
an banks to shady offshore in¬ 
vestment companies. 

Ensconced inside this corpo¬ 
rate maze, fee bank was able to 
indulge in its high-flying 
hanky-panky, seemingly with¬ 
out fear of discovery. In 1988 
allegations were widely circu¬ 
lated about the bank's money 
laundering schemes for fee 
drug-dealing Panamanian dic¬ 
tator, Manuel Noriega. Rumors 
of false accounting, hidden bad 
debts and phantom loans added 
to the bank's notoriety. ' 

Despite regulatory and jour¬ 


nalistic investigations, nobody 
was able to produce anything 
substantial. Much of the covert 
trickery revolved around fee 
simple, but doomed technique 
of switching good assets and 
bad loans between different ac¬ 
counts for the benefit of visiting 
auditors as required. The end 
was as inevitable as it was.cat-; 
astrophic. 

Many depositors reserved 
their anger for the regulators as 
much as for fee bank itself. 
Why, they ask, did fee authori¬ 
ties stand and mutter uncom¬ 
fortably while fee fraud was be-' 
ing perpetrated? 

The question remains why it 
took so long for anybody to ex- : 
pose it. Many observers are 
convinced that- the current 
trials, reports and recommenda¬ 
tions are merely rearranging a 
few deckchairs on an already 
sunken ship, and feat the truth 
behind fee mess will never be 
known. Despite fee world-wide 
publicity, it seems likely feat 
fee big questions will always 
remain free from fee headlines, 
public scrutiny.— and justice ■ 


The New York bombing 

The shadowy 
Mossad link 


Continued from page t 


the operation's organizers 
who probably wanted him 
caught. 

. The most Intriguing sugges¬ 
tion feat the accused men 
were not operating in a her¬ 
metically sealed terrorist ceu 
cranes' in an Israeli report 
that predates the bombings 
The report, In the February 
issue of the newsletter Inside 
Israel, is about the 1990 assas¬ 
sination in New York of the 
extremist Israeli leader Mtir.' 
Kahan e, which authorities 
say may be linked to the 
World Trade Center bomb¬ 
ing. quotes Rahane's son as 
saying that Israel's secret ser-' 
vice, Mossad, and fee FBI 
had infiltrated the accused as¬ 
sassin's -' circle. Benyamin 
Kbahne said both services 
knew in advance feat bis fa¬ 
ther was targeted for murder 
bat decided not to warn him. 
Both Sahuneb and £1 Bayed 
Nosalr worshipped at the 
[' same mosque where Sheikh 
Omar Abdel Rahman 
preached. 

Inside Israel said that Ben- 
yamin . Kahane identified 
Mossad’s mole in the Nosalr . 
group as Mumdi Jargkah, 
who was falter given protec¬ 
tion by Israel, according to 
the newsletter. Kahane also 
identified Mustafa Shalabt as 
an FBI informant who told 
him that Nosair's brother had' 
worked for the FBI. Shalabi, 
an Egyptian, was murdered 
in 1991. In its 15 March edi¬ 
tion, The Waff Street Journal 
reported that Shalabi ran an 
organization which raised 
money for Islamic revolution¬ 
aries. 

The organization, known lo¬ 
cally as fee Brooklyn Jihad, 
also recruited activists and 
gave them weapons training 
in Connecticut, Shalabi’s one¬ 
time associates told the paper. 

The FBI has questioned 
Sfafekh Abdel Rahman, wife 
whom Shalabi bad had a pub¬ 
lic feud, about Shalabi’s mur¬ 
der. One police detective de¬ 
scribed the shooting and 
-stabbing as"ritualistic”. 

The London Evening Stan¬ 
dard reported on 5 March 
that Mossad agents bad been . 
watching fee Al Salam 
Mosque and that Salameh’s 
arrest "followed close cooper¬ 
ation between fee CIA, fee 
FBI and the Israeli intelli¬ 
gence." 

The following day The 
Times of London said Israeli 
intelligence sources had been . 
quoted as saying feat the 
World Trade Center bomber 
was an assistant to Sheikh - 
Omar. That was several days 
before it became known that 
US authorities were seeking a 
third suspect In fee bombing, 
Mahmud Abonhallma, who 
was said to have been the 
Shiekh's driver. . 

Another puzzling element 
in fee case is the nationality 
of Josie Ha das, who lived in 
fee same building as Safauneb 
and whose telephone number 
he put on fee application to 
rent fee van. Her name' ap¬ 
peared in fee complaint but-. - 
tressing the government case 
for Salameh's arrest The: , 
document said officials - 

searching her . apartment 
found a letter addressed to - 
Salameh (Its contents were 
not disclosed) and "tools and 
wiring, and manuals concern¬ 
ing antennae, circuitry and', 
electromagnetic ' devices." : 


Gold 
Ikg 
21 ct 
18 ci 

Eng. pound 


JD 

7590 

6500. 

5500 


Rasfcad: 


24ct(swiss) 
SBver (1kg) 


57500 

47.00 

150.00 


These, and fee signals from a 
bomb-sniffing dog, led author¬ 
ities to conclude that the apart¬ 
ment bad housed a bomb mak- 


The Khalcej Times of Dubai 
referred to Hadas as "farad!" 
and said she had played a 
“imtfor role" In the bombing. 
Queried about Hadas, the FBI 
spokesman Joe ■_ Valiquette 
said: "We have no Idea wheth¬ 
er Hadas. is a member of the 
Israeli'Mossad* but oven if It 
were 'true, we wouldn't tell 
anyway." 

Reuters reported feat, al¬ 
though Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabfai refused to re¬ 
spond to a.question about Ha¬ 
das, ' a senior Israeli official 
told fee news agency anony¬ 
mously: "If this information is 
really true. I'm sure the FBI 
will convey the information to 
Israel so we-can check.it' 1 

US officials' reticence about 
in startling contrast to 
their freewheeling descriptions 
of the Arab men under arrest 
and sought in fee bombing 
has persisted. Authorities have 
refused to say whether Hadas 
is wanted for arrest or ques¬ 
tioning. 

As late as march 19, when a 
reporter asked about Hadas — 
who she was, if efforts were 
under way to . trace her and 
whether a report from New 
York that she had fled the 
country was correct — the 
State Department's spokesman 
Joe Snyder responded: "That 
is a question feat's directly re¬ 
lated to fee investigation that's 
going on. As we have consis¬ 
tently refused to do from fee 
beginning of this , incident, 
we're not going to get Into any¬ 
thing which may impact on the 
investigation." 

According to the Guardian 
Weekly, the Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco and Firearms (ATF). 
a Treasury Department agen¬ 
cy, claimed credit for obtain¬ 
ing the evidence Unking Hadas 
to the van. According .to-Che 
paper, the ATF made its find 
during an intense rivalry in 
the early days of the investiga¬ 
tion among FBI. the ATF and 
the New York Police Depart¬ 
ment. 

- Now, the Guardiansays, a 
separate investigation has been 
opened into possible falsifica¬ 
tion of evidence by the ATF. It 
says the Treasury has con¬ 
firmed that one agent was be¬ 
ing questioned in "a procedu¬ 
ral matter regarding collection 
and preservation of evidence.” 
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All THE POORS ARE OPEN 

Undoubtedly. Arab Bank 
has hidden powers that 
«Sstmgu*sh ft from other ! 
regronai ■ banks and ! 
probably also from some j- 

international banks. These " 

■hidden powerscaroe into 
Sight In T992 when - Mgj||| / 
muftmatfcmal foumcjat ' 
institutions & general, and 
those ■ incorporated 
outside the OECD 
countries, in particular, • 
were subjected to an 
unprecedented number of 
ne«r regulations aimed at • 
tfShtenfog the supervision 
<£. central -bartics -arid 
bfimtoattog arty pofcsfbte 

y Us Jjtt»i theBaste Commutes of the Group of Ten adjusted the 
gotdeRnes of the ftmcontei recommendations. The principles of 
the Concordat have been reformulated to strengthen minimum 
standards which the Group ' of Ten supervisory authorities 
expected each other to Absent , m . their respective countries. 
These include home country consolidated supervision by a 
competent supervisor; the prior consent of both the host and 
home country, supervising authority on airy creation of 
^cross-border banking. establishment; the right to gather 
;lnf?«TOa^<m by the supervisory authority from the cross-border 
bahkmg establishment of the. bank, or these banking groups for 
Which, fiiey are tee home country supervisor; and tee authority to 
Impose restrictive, measures necessary to satisfy the supervisory 
authority's prudential concerns, including the prohibition of tee 
cre^wof bankingestablishments. ."'.v ' .” r s - 

. Furthermore, alt muftfnatkmat banks should have a transparent 
.corpoi^e Structure to tec^te eftective $^>ervfsion. Failuie to" 
*wtetewn-*uct» transparency should fee a sufficient ground In itself: 
torrovc^gauthdriiaticm. " . •“ \.;/v. ^.: ■ ■■' 

* -j } y- ■■: ■•••: ... ■ V. .• Aj- •* A- a A»'-..4*\V •.* • : 


^ .yordari 'adored. tee ■ BSSrates end alt Jordanian bariks 
subject to tee capital adequacy requirement,. . v - 

£*„.■;-.... . • ■••■•.’. 

;feO& 1 January 1993, tee European Community Second Banking 
■ w&s lvtiy implemented. it aims to rochtpe-.banriens to hade 

:^y^h^u^«pte:Th8f freedom. 0 f este&Ssh^ to 

g^rovS^-^apvfises^. and tee- tree movement: of capital within the 
vft- • involves •’ both mutual- ■ recognition :■ pt .tee 
: \ patewizationj-■ • granted by the members states’ supervisory 
. the. establishment of common standards.' It 
^ij^pWttes^or *Wi. supervisory authority in the home state to 
A 'befttebe tespdo?s&>fe for tee itemriiunfty-wide authorization 1 of its' 


: . - ' to.tee.United States, tee Federal Deposit insurance Corporation 
: Improvement Act (F01CIA) became effective in D&cemfcier f $92. it 
'.' est^jfished.-a new system "of risk-base d premium insurance that 
■>reQbires' : wedker-iKai«(s' to; pay more Mo the FtHC Fund than their 
.. strongly capitalized counterparts. The risk-based premium is 
:.- justified because weaker banks more fikety to need tee Fund’s 
... ■ass^.tu-!^ : futere i .Ttte introduction of the Statement of Financial 
', f#o. 107 "Disclosure About Fair Value 

^ii^\ ; FimeiiMat" htefroments* was m othfer rule imposed on' the 

^■■'. :: -:-SFAS-t07 fe an actoal hapstetfon of the Unrelenting Security and 
Commission {SEC) pressures' to force banks and 
j^^tetsr=to rsecowj currerit^u^s to tlieir financial statements, 

■ , ^■ , ."V. " ‘jj' * ■ ' ■ 

; : ' f - :; Ttode : r this rigid and mom restrictive banking environment the 
^ : aothorifi^''. to .^''Group. of Ten and in other OECCi 

■ ■ countnes; T»*exammed fipreign-'bapSs’; subsidiaries arid branches 

hp^hrig within tberr respectiwe jurisdichon. Several banks were 
: reqiiested tp rectify their stmeture in onfto". to adhere to the newly . 
':tebpidUded : rtdes. : Afore seriously; the ffcences of some of these - 
:vbante .w^re actually' revoked. ' At jsame . terie, arid under; the : 

ebrnfidoris;': tee doptswere ''i^p^riog: to Arab Bank Group; ft 
jsps gloried a new uw^sfcfcte# licence to operate in the £C via Its 
%%^ : :fufty-own^ suh^dlary.vto Frankfi^ Another licence was 

in-. Mated, ::th^ro .are ptenstecorivErt the- 
i|||^i^:v..tankto 3 subsi^^A:.^ ; Lt<l,'v.tote'..ftr. 

^f^ptedged. commerctot bonk to.addition; : te,tei$; several branches '! 
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from .'tee: 




nhties came. out -on' top 
■:0 iaiflteprifiee. ..toteose 


i red O ver the yea rs to bufid a 

Stokauro: ft .■hy. : hted:.Wpric ; : 

mt jh&isMe policies, - which j 2rie^ 
y^tejf^efer«m» forseund : 

prote«M.Hfy; $&M : ': 

■cbfetomef:^»vices^'.' A::ii^brai'.:mikdt:.'c^.f : 
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ARAB BANK PLC 


Anunan-Jordan, P.O. Box 950544. 950545 
Tetephone 660115.660131 • Telex Z3091 
Facsimile 606793.606830 


Country P.O. Box Telephone 

(No. of 

branches) 


Branch 


Telex Facsimile 


Location P.O. Box Telephone Telex Facsimile 


Beijing (Peking) 


China 


Jordan (63) 950546 


(ext 3510) 


Shmeisani, Amman 
King Faisal Sl, Amman 
Manama O.B.U. 


Sister institutions, subsidiaries 
and associated companies 

Arab Bank 

(Switzerland) Ltd. Zurich 

Geneva 


Bahrain 


Bahrain (3) 


Manama 


2657111 812279 2657330 

7151211 412370 7322460 

2324133 120520 2215428 

5134240 135313 51342409 

2715321 2715320 


Egypt (4) 2006 

Lebanon (11) 11-1015 


Cairo 

Riad Solh SL, Beirut 

Tripoli 

Saida 


Arab Australia Ltd. Sydney 

Arab Bank (Austria) AG Vienna 

Arab Bank AG Frankfurt 


Finance Accountancy 
Mohassaba SJL Geneva 

Arab Tunisian Bank Tunis 

Oman Arab Bank S.A.O. Ruwi 


Qatar (2) 
U.A.E. (S) 


7326003 412489 7387229 
350147 15293 349278 
706265 3285 797736 


Abu Dhabi 

AJ Maktoum si.. Dubai 


Yemen (4) 


13810 


223152 22942 200233 
4029000 402660 4027747 
661955 21373 668971 
363810 21016 


Arab Bank Maroc 
Arab National Bank 
Nigaria-Arab Bank Ltd. 
Arabia Insurance Co. 


Riyadh 


12807 


Cyprus (5) 
France (2) 
Greece (1) 


Nicosia 


Beirut 


Athens 


Rome 


Singapore (1) 
S. Korea (i) 


Singapore 

Seoul 

London 


660131 

23094 

670564 

638161 

21230 

637082 

256398 

8647 

231640 

255988 

8232 

210443 

5746218 

21401 

5746165 

860474 

•mw 

860651 

430111 

41920 

602383 

724501 

47161 

723925 

437979 

4202 

410774 

334111 

22257 

336433 

228845 

46126 

285974 

240922 

2239 

263187 


457111 

5717 

457890 

43693434 

642443 

42890978 

3255401 

219922 

3255519 

6840479 

624161 

6795601 

5330055 

22955 

5322150 

7570024 

34180 

7570124 

3158500 

887110 

6007620 

7159700 

238770 

5934632 
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Abstracts from the 1992 Directors 1 Report, 
Important figures and activities 




In acco rdan ce with our mission , as outlined by the founder of the bank , the late decrease in the hquidity rado were the main cM^cterishc^; of ^ 

Abdelhameed Shoman , to serve the Arab world and the societies where we operate, we position of 1992. .. 

continued our endeavours to provide our customers with outstanding services . We worked Shareholders' Equity A c--' :v ’’i 

hard to meet their changing needs and looked after their interests with care and prudence . ^ M equity reached US$ 993-Q imifc 

The financial statements show that the Group achieved good results and performed all the improvement of US$ 40.1 million and 4.2% 

tasks that were previously established for it by the management. of total assets . The capital adequacy ratio for the Grpup, measured 

rnmmirtfrft rules was 12.5% Moreover, sharehold^ 


Net Income 

Net income grew at the rate of 6.9% , and reached US$ 106.4 million compared to US$ 
99.5 million in 1991.This positive performance is attributable to the stable earning power 
of all entities in the Group. Income from associated companies was also better than in 
1991. 


Committee rules was 12,5% Moreover, 
of the loan portfolio . 

Geographical Distribution 


of all entities in the Group. Income from associated companies was also better than in group's activities in Europe continued to lead other areas assets 

1991. deposits 50.8% , revenue 43.0% and loan portfolio 

_ . , _ Jordan showed a sohd performancein 1992. The Jordanian figures 

Financial position total assets f 15 . 3 % in loan portfolio , 18.6% in deposits , and 20i9% .in Avenue vThfcFar 

As a result of the decline of the Jordanian dinar (by 23% ) and the Swiss franc ( by 83%) East and Australia operations continued to progress, achieving 6*0% intotalasse&y 
— *■ tl.. TTC il/vlln* flio «fm/<hiTo rs? tko rimnn Wan/>A. tliPAf- xx/ac cTiohtTv altprpH in in ir»an nnrtfniin 9:3% in denosits . and 6.4% m: revenue^^ Tire;^peraUo^ m 


o.a a irauil uie u&tuuc ui iu& juiuaiuau uuuu v, uj /u / uuu v. -: - .--—--— it . .. .• _ vy y- • vt- . 

against the US dollar , the structure of the Group balance sheet was slightly altered in in loan portfolio , 2.3% in deposits , and P54 % :i m^^^ire: : . 

1992 . A 2.2% decrease in customer deposits , 1.5% decrease in total assets and 03% America were consolidated at lower levels in1992^. 

- - -\ i->'•■ ■ ■ f !. r~ 

Balance Sheetas of 31st December 1992 and 1991: -X* 


ARAB BANK GROUP 

Sheet as of 31st December 1992 and 1991 


Assets _ 

Cash in hand and at banks 

Securities and investments _ 

Loans and advances _ . 

Customers' liability on acceptances 
Investments in associated companies 

Premises and equipment _ 

Accrued interest receivable _ 

Other assets _ 

Total Assets _ 

Customers' liability on guarantees 
and letters of credit 


us^ooo) ; 

8,041^62 


v 1364367-^ ; 
::4^49:V" 

: 160,727 
335,744 . 
77,045. 
72,60I> V' 
94,541/ . , 
14,374,236- - 
3,498,589 . 


US$0000) 




. . 941^58 • 
j : ->4,283^88; /*’ 
131.270 
: 286,624 . 
0^; 76,904 
. : 96,924 , • 

: 106,321; : 
14£ft5,687 
2^50,126 


Total 


17,872,825 


17,545,813 


liabilities 




; Acceptances - . 

■ ■ Accrued interest payable _ 

Otherliabilities . - 

- Total Liabilities ... .. 

Shareholders'Equity .. : . 

Capital • " y 

Statutory reserve • • —. ,, 

Voluntary reserve , , 

General reserve _ .. 

Reserves with associated companies 
Retained earnings 

Total _ • • .. 

Translation adjustments : 

Total Shareholders’ Equity 
Total Liabilities and ; - 

Shareholders 1 Equity 
Guarantees and letters of credit. 
Total 




.**• ■ ' » ■" r s -.1 s i v/ 


.. -pW •» r •«!•» t 


; • _■ 160,727 ^ 

yv> : \'v~ ; 49;859 , 

- .-- -r - —-— r-r£zrs»$rpifrr&nx>p &'.<. 

y v v .v 22,430 1 yy 19.30$, . 

■: ■1331.285y •' isj&i-m . - : 

’• •' ; :'v -i i39ii46 -- ^ 139^246 ?:■ 

a t 

■; •••; 127,571 ^nsjos; :: ^ 

V":' '• 635,414a; K-ZC:. : 

' M: 202,882 ': 

-:r : , 

^? ■ i;i23 jse^-; 

^ : : (l70^S3> ; v 


:' : : v;3;4^^^y^>2,95o,i26:; ;? 






































3 APRIL 1993 


V- 


-- , ■ , ■ '.'-IgJ . 

w 

0 

R 

L 

D 

THE STAR 1! 


The Russian Bear: 


Moscow and its 
underhanded ploy in 

the Bosnian Crisis 


The Third World 


education 


By Sajid Rizvi 

IN ONE of the oddities of the 
international debate surround¬ 
ing world inaction over Bosnia, 
one major player which has es- 
Russia. V,rtually unscathed is 

Moscow cannot, however, be 
faulted for not doing anything. 
T " fac !;, 11 ,s exercising its con- 
■ siderabie power and influence 
to prop up Serbia — from abet¬ 
ting the smuggling of arms 
down the river Danube in defi¬ 
ance of the UN embargo to giv- 

• ing Serbia vital political and 
diplomatic support where it 
matters, at the United Nations 
in the European Community 

• quarters and in the cobwebbed 
- and somewhat discredited cor¬ 
ridors of the Non-Aligned 
Movement, of which the for¬ 
mer Yugoslavia was an impor¬ 
tant pan. 

So flagrant is this unabashed 
display of communalism of a 
sort on the international stage 
that Russia's ruling elite shows 

• no compunction in participate 
: ing in it. 

Prime Minister Victor Cher¬ 
nomyrdin recently asserted 
that Russia would oppose any 

• military action against Serbia, a 
view parroted by Andrei Fedo¬ 
rov, an adviser to President 
Boris Yeltsin. Fedorov, assert- 
ed that any military action 
against Serbia, presumably un¬ 
der United Nations auspices 
but inspired by the United 
States or other western powers, 
would jeopardise the West's 
chances of better relations with 
Russia. 

As things stand, no such mili¬ 
tary action is being contemplat¬ 
ed nor, indeed, is it likely in the * 
near future. But the new US ad¬ 
ministration under President 
Bill Clinton at least has begun 
to acknowledge the triple stan¬ 
dards in existence and sought 
to bring western policies in 
Iraq, Israel and Bosnia- 
Herzegovina somewhat at par. 

Exactly what that would im¬ 
ply in practical terms remains 
unclear but President Clinton 
apparently wants to see sanc¬ 
tions applied against Serbia, if 
not with the same thoroughness 
as those set against Iraq, cer¬ 
tainly with more sincerity and 
vigour than those demanded 
against Israel by some mem¬ 
bers of the UN Security Coun¬ 
cil. 

Russia would most probably 
veto any UN move for sanc¬ 
tions against Serbia but, as in 
the case of Iraq, the United 
States now has adequate mech- 



Camage in Bosnia: Serbia enjoys Russia’s backing 


an isms for unfurling the UN 
umbrella over any set of ac¬ 
tions it deems necessary to 
achieve its goals. 

Then there is always the 
North Atlantic Treaty Or gan i- 
saton (NATO). Mr Manfred 
Werner, the secretary-general 
of NATO, said he supported 
the use of military force to ira- 


poverty, Russia will turn into a 
nuclear gangster state. Neverth- 
less, the pronouncements by 
the Russian leaders would not 
be taken lightly in western cap¬ 
itals. 

The game being played by 
Moscow has wider implications 
for the Russian Federation. It 
marks an ignominious depar- 


Moscow is exercising its 
consider able power and 
influence to prop up Serbia 



pose a settlement in Bosnia. It 
was time, said Werner "to show 
those who use military force 
down there that the internation¬ 
al community is starting to be¬ 
come serious and to become 
credible." 

All this is die cause of the 
Russian pronouncements, but 
die threat of repercussions for 
the West's ties with Russia may 
not be more than a bluff. 

The virtually bankrupt Russia 
needs the West’s cash and it 
cannot indefinitely hope to play 
upon the parent paranoia and 
abandoned in its squalor and 


ture for the inheritors of an em¬ 
pire that spewed out millions of 
words at a time in sympathy 
with the downtrodden, albeit 
for policy gains. 

The Soviet Union was fault¬ 
ed for all sorts of sins, but at 
least it maintained the appear¬ 
ance of siding with the op¬ 
pressed. Not so with die new 
Russia. 

Mr Chernomyrdin sought to 
come across as a man of peace 
when he said, that he was con¬ 
vinced that the conflict should 
be stopped by diplomatic 


Yeltsin maintaining a silent 
disposition • - ~ 

means. Why then is Russia re¬ 
plenishing the Serbian arsenals 
in the face of the UN embargo? 
Russia has officially claimed 
that it was doing nothing of the 
sort but a much more cynical 
view put forward suggests that 
Russia is trying to divert atten¬ 
tion from domestic issues by 
exporting its problems abroad. 

But an alternative and per¬ 
haps a more realistic view 
would suggest that by fanning 
the flames of the Bosnian con¬ 
flict Russia is creating a private 
hell for itself and the sooner 
Moscow realizes that the better 
it will be for its chances of ever 
obtaining a creditable foothold 
in the world community. ■ 

Academic File 


By Hans Lnndgren & 
Carl Wahren 

PARIS — The term 'basic edu¬ 
cation' has been used to mean a 
variety of things. The "World 
Declaration on Education for 
AH' adopted at the World Con¬ 
ference in Thailand in 1990 ex¬ 
pands its definition to mean 
more than formal schooling. 

Thus the term now covers 
early childhood care and initial 
education, primary school or al¬ 
ternative programmes, literacy, 
training in skills, formal and 
non-formal programmes that 
affect health, science, technolo¬ 
gy environmental and other so¬ 
cial issues for youth and adults, 
and channels of information 
and communication. 

The Declaration is an ac¬ 
knowledgement of the impor¬ 
tance of an expanded vision of 
basic education and a renewed 
commitment to providing learn¬ 
ing opportunities for everyone. 
There has, indeed, been an in¬ 
crease in overall primary- 
school enrolments in develop¬ 
ing countries over the last 30 
years, from 310 million in 1970 
to 477 million in 1987. 

If these trends were to contin¬ 
ue, Universal Primary Educa¬ 
tion (UPE) could be a reality 
by the year 2000 in eastern 
Asia and in all but three coun¬ 
tries in Latin America and the 
Caribbean. 

In southern Asia, nonethe¬ 
less, one in four children would 
be living in countries where 
UPE did not exist, two out of 
every five children in the Arab 
states, and in Sub-Saharan Afri¬ 
ca one out of every two chil¬ 
dren. Of the estimated 111 mil¬ 
lion children not in schools in 
1987, almost half were in 
southern Asian and the majori¬ 
ty, 66 per cent, were girls. In 
18 countries in Sub-Saharan 
Africa, 50 per cent or more of 
the children of primary school¬ 
going age were not in school. 

Demographic pressures have 
begun to outpace the growth in 
school enrolments in some 
countries, especially in Asia 
and Africa. UPE in India, for 
example, would require the en¬ 
rollment of 120 million chil- 


ciency of schooling and thus 
add to the costs. 

With the necessity of reduc¬ 
ing unsustainable volumes of 
public expenditure associated 
with structural adjustment, gov¬ 
ernments have cut into educa¬ 
tion budgets and attempted to 
shift more of the financial bur¬ 
den to parents. 

But shifting more of the cost 
may increase the pressures on 
poor parents to the point where 
only some of their children, 
usually boys, can receive any 
schooling. Many parents al¬ 
ready pay a substantial propor¬ 
tion of their income for the ed¬ 
ucation of their children, on 
tuition, school books, uniforms, 
school repairs and so on. 

In the past it was assumed 
that once the supply of educa¬ 
tion was established^ all parents 
would send all of their children 
to school. Yet it has been found 
that parents, particularly in 
low-income countries tend to 
send much higher percentages 
of boys than girls and to keep 
boys in schooling longer. 

The role that the household 
plays in determining the de¬ 
mand for girls' education is 
complex. Sending girls to 
school is weighed" against the 
expense incurred, the demand 
for immediate labour for do¬ 
mestic tasks and child care, and 
future job opportunities. If par¬ 
ents do not perceive the value 
of their daughters’ schooling or 
the benefits it provides, they 
will not be convinced of the 
importance of paying the di¬ 
rect, hidden and opportunity 
costs of girls' education, and if 
the perceived value of atten¬ 
dance is less than the personal 
costs involved, demand will be 
low. 

But their are basic and indeed 
benefits. Not only does girls' 
education affect the economic 
well-being of a country through 
improved productivity; it has a 
direct beneficial impact on 
health, nutrition and family 
planning. Educated mothers 
have smaller, healthier families 
and tend to have higher in¬ 
comes and to send their girls 
and boys to school. Indeed, the 
chief economist of the World 



Children at school: What is the role of the household? 


dren, a 39per cent increase on ^^Bank. recently suggested that 
current "figures'; Brazil-wotrid^Jhe education of girls may yield 
require about 30 million, an in- a higher rate of return than any 


crease of 17 per cent; and Nige- 


I / per 

ria about 20 million, 121 per 
cent up. Moreover the recruit¬ 
ment and training of teachers to 
meet the projected enrolment 
requirements over the next dec¬ 
ade pose a formidable chal¬ 
lenge, particularly in Sub- 
Saharan Africa. 

Apart from stagnating and 
even declining enrolment in 
several of the poorest countries, 
there is concern over the large 
number of children who start 
school but do not stay long 
enough to acquire literacy and 
other basic skills. In the devel¬ 
oping countries, it is estimated 
that one-third to one-half of the 
children who start school, drop 
out before completing their 
fourth year. And dropouts and 
the repetition of low grades ob¬ 
viously reduce the internal effi- 


other form of investment in de¬ 
veloping countries. 

Education also endows wom¬ 
en and girls with a basic knowl¬ 


edge of their rights as individu¬ 
als. Knowledge brings the in¬ 
come and decision-making 
power that can place women on 
a less unequal footing with 
their male counterparts."!! also 
provides the opportunity to par¬ 
ticipate in development efforts, 
especially in activities that con¬ 
cern health, nutrition, water 
and sanitation, and environ¬ 
ment. 

These areas are more likely 
to be successful if women un¬ 
derstand the new concepts and 
their potential benefits, posses 
the skills to implement new 
ideas, and are willing to try 
them out with their families 
and communities. Education 
alone cannot bring about 
change and improvements in 
national development But 
without it. development may 
prove unsustainable. 

Female illiteracy is a major 
problem, particularly in the 
least developed-countries. It is 
estimated that one out of even- 
three women in the world today 
is illiterate, as compared to one 
out of five men. The gender 
disparities have almost" been 


eliminated in Latin Ameruv. 
and the Caribbean, and are de¬ 
clining rapidly in eastern Asia 
and Oceania. But the gap re¬ 
mains large in southern Asia. 
Hie Arab states and Sub- 
Saharan Africa. 

Educating the young is onl> 
part of the challenge:" illiterate 
adults represent the other part. 
In 1990. there were an estimat¬ 
ed 948 million illiterate adult>. 
almost half of them in two 
countries. India (281 million i 
and China (224 million). 

Adult-literacy programmes 
will continue to be central to 
any effort to promote literac) 
and its benefits. Unfortunatelv". 
literacy programmes have not 
received high priority by the 
governments of many" develop¬ 
ing countries or by donor agen¬ 
cies . ■ 

Academic File 

Hans Lundgren and Carl 
Wahren. work in the Aid 
Management Division of the 
Organisation for Economic 
Co-operation and Develop¬ 
ment this is an extract from 
an article they wrote for the 
OECD Observer. 


Bosnian Update: 

Muslims agree to peace plan, Serbs isolated 


i 
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By Judy Aita 

UNITED NATIONS — Bosni¬ 
an president Alija Izetbegovic 
agreed March 25 to a provi¬ 
sional map and arrangements 
for an interim government of 
Bosnia-Hercegovina, leaving 
Radovan Karadzic, the Bosni¬ 
an-Serb leader, as the only 
holdout to a peace settlement. 

After a difficult week of ne¬ 
gotiations with mediators Cyr¬ 
us Vance and Lord David 
Owen and Bosnian Croat lead¬ 
er Mate Boban that was over¬ 
shadowed bv the fierce shelling 
of Muslim' towns in eastern 
Bosnia and struggling attempts 
by the United Nations to pro¬ 
vide humanitarian assistance, 
Izetbegovic signed the peace 
agreements during a half-hour 
session. The meeting was the 
first at which all three parties 
sat at the same table with the 
mediators since the talks 
moved from Geneva to UN 
headquarters in February. 

At a press conference later 
Vance said that "the step that 
was taken today in the signing 
of the two documents, namely 
(he maps and secondly the in¬ 
terim arrangements, marks a 
major s.rcp forward in the nego¬ 
tiations." 

While regretting that one or 
the parties has chosen not to 
sign." Vance held out the hope 


full 
peace 


that the Bosnian-Serbs will re¬ 
consider; he warned that the in¬ 
ternational community will not 
tolerate the status quo much 
longer. 

Owen expressed the hope 
that "Belgrade will see that it is 
in their own interests' to look at 
the peace plan more closely 
and see that it does "protect 
many of the important aspects 
of Serbian nationhood." 

With the Bosnian-Muslims' 
acceptance of the plan, the 
r „ce efforts now undergo "a 
change of tempo, a change of 
pace," he said. "Up until now 
we have held back on a number 
of different actions in order to 
give peace a chance through 
negotiations," but there does 
come a time when some hard 
choices have to be made. 

The mediators said that they 
expect a response from Karad¬ 
zic in about a week. They will 
also be reporting to the UN Se¬ 
curity Council and it will be up 
to the council to decide on the 
next steps, Owen said. 

The Security Council is 
about to pass a resolution au¬ 
thorizing NATO planes to en¬ 
force the "no-fly" zone over 
Bosnia, but Owen predicted 
that much tougher action will 
will be taken by the council, in¬ 
cluding stronger economic 
sanctions. 

"At this stage the maximum 



Alij Izetbegovic of Bosnia 

pressure is going to be econom¬ 
ic and political," Owen said. 
"One of the highest priorities is 
to demonstrate that the sanc¬ 
tions, which are currently being 
applied, will be applied far- 
more toughly and more directly 
if there is no change in the po¬ 
sition of the Bosnian Serbs. I 
don't think anybody should 
doubt the commitment of the 
European Community to this 
issue." 

Karadzic told journalists he 
is returning to Pale to present 
thetplan to the Bosnian Serb as¬ 
sembly because, "this is too 
much responsibility for this 
delegation. The people should 
decide for themselves." 

He said he doesn't expect an¬ 


other round of talks with Vance 
and Owen but suggested that he 
could accept the plan for Sara¬ 
jevo "if we correct it." 

Karadzic warned that he 
would withdraw from the talks 
and the Internationa] Confer¬ 
ence on the Former Yugoslavia 
if further sanctions are imposed 
on Belgrade. 

The talks were on the verge 
of collapse all week as Izetbe¬ 
govic refused to meet with Ka¬ 
radzic or negotiate substantive¬ 
ly with the mediators while the 
fighting raged in eastern Bos¬ 
nia. By March 23, the media¬ 
tors told Bosnian-Serb leader 
Karadzic, that he could leave 
New York if the wanted be¬ 
cause the Serbian position wer 
so far removed from that of the 
other parties and were funda¬ 
mentally different from the 
concept of a multi-ethnic, uni¬ 
fied Bosnia. 

The mediators said that Ka¬ 
radzic remains unwilling to ac¬ 
cept the concept of a unified 
state as outlined in the interim 
arrangements or a provincial 
map that has Serb enclaves in 
provinces that do not have a 
Serb majority. 

The Vance-Owen plan has 
three main components which 
require the signatures of the 
three warring parties: military 
arrangements, constitutional 
guarantees, and the map which 


divides the country into 10 
semi-autonomous provinces 
with a weak central govern¬ 
ment loaded in Sarajevo. With 
Izetbegovic's acceptance of the 
map they have eight of the nine 
signatures needed for the peace 
plan; 

Izetbegovic and Boban also 
-signed an agreement on interim 
arrangements, which the medi¬ 
ators said, are now a fourth part 
of the peace plan. 

The interim arrangements 
sets out the essential ministries, 
a boundary commission, police 
functions, and other aspects of 
a central government that 
would be in effect from the 
time a cease-fire goes into ef¬ 
fect until a new constitutional 
government assumes power. 
UN legal advisrs estimate that 
the process should take longer 
than one year but not more than 
two years. 

A major change in the plan 
has been the creation of Sara¬ 
jevo as a capital district which 
will be governed by all three 
parties on a rotating basis. The 
province surrounding Sarajevo 
will be governed on a propor¬ 
tional basis as in the other nine 
provinces. ■ 

Vance stressed the deep ap¬ 
preciation to the US special en¬ 
voy to the talks Ambassador 
Reginald Bartholomew. The 
sentiment was echoed by Izet- 
begovic during a press confer¬ 
ence later in the day. "We trust 
the promises of the United 
States and its goodwill," Izetbe¬ 
govic said. ■ 
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AVIS A TOUS LES CITOYENS 
CANDIENS RESIDANT EN JORDANIE 

LA SECTION CONSULAIRE DE L'AMBASSADE DU CANADA A 
RECEMMENT ENVOYS UNE LETTRE A TOUS (TE) LES CANADEEN (NE)S 
EN JORDANIE QUI SONT ACTUELLEMENT INSCRIT (E) S DANS NOTRE 
REGISTRE A L'AMBASSADE. SI VOUS N’AVEZ PAS RECU UNE TELLE 
LETTRE, VOUS ET VOTRE FAMILLE N’ETES PAS INSCRITS A 
L'AMBASSADE. 

NOUS PRIONS TOUT CANADIEN RESIDANT EN JORDANIE QUI N'A PAS 
RECU UNE TELLE LETTRE DE CONTACTER L'AMBASSADE DU CANADA, 
SECTION CONSULAIRE, SHMEISANI, AMMAN, SOIT EN PERSONNE, SOIT 
PAR £CRIT (CP 815403, AMMAN) POUR VOUS INSCRIRE DES QUI 
POSSIBLE. 
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ATTENTION ALL CANADIAN 
CITISENS RESIDING IN JORDAN 

THE CONSULAR SECTION OF THE CANADIAN EMBASSY IN AMMAN 
HAS RECENTLY SENT LETTERS TO ALL CANADIANS IN JORDAN WHO 
ARE CURRENTLY REGISTERED WITH THE EMBASSY. 

IF YOU HAVE NOT RECEIVED SUCH A LETTER. YOU AND YOUR 
FAMILY ARE NOT REGISTERED WITH THE EMBASSY. 

ALL CANADIANS RESIDING IN JORDAN WHO DID NOT RECEIVE SUCH 
A LETTER ARE URGED TO CONTACT THE CANADIAN EMBASSY, 
CONSULAR SECTION, SHMEISANI, AMMAN EITHER PERSONALLY OR IN 
WRITING (P.O. BOX 815403, AMMAN) TO REGISTER AT YOUR EARLIEST 
CONVENIENCE. 
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'Guiding' his way with sticks 

Conductor Kefah 
Fakhoury continues the 
hunt for new talents 


The NMC's String Quartet 




Striking a balance 

The NMC String 
Quartet plays notes on 
the international level 


“Curse you, FTannegan! Curse you to hell* ...there. 
I've said it" 


Kefah Fakhoury: Showing strength and confidence in conducting the orchestra 


By Mary Denis 

Special to STAR 

WITH THE AIM of respond¬ 
ing to cultural challenges in the 
21st century, the National Mu¬ 
sic Conservatory, launched in 
|9Xh. pursued a hold objective 
of establishing and developing 
a national music program and 
creating a literate and skilled 
local music community.. It has. 
so far. succeeded in many of its 
objectives- the culminating 
point being an establishment of 
its own orchestra last year. 

After its encouraging debut 
last July during the Jerash Fes¬ 
tival. the NMC Orchestra will 
perform another concert on 3 
April at the Jordan University 
Prince Hassan Auditorium Hail 
at S;fK) pm. 

Dr Kefah Fakhoury. NMC di¬ 
rector and the orchestra con¬ 
ductor. stressed the fact that 
while the debut performance 
was comprised mainly of light 
and arranged musical pieces, 
the orchestra now "Is going 
deeper and deeper in the reper¬ 
tory of classical music pieces 
performed in their 'original' 
form". 

During the forthcoming con¬ 
cert. the string section uf the or¬ 
chestra will perform Oichestr.il 
Quartet in C minor hy Karl 
Sinning. Isj Salzburg Sympho¬ 
ny hy W.A. Mo/art and "Ja// 
Pizzicato" hy modem Ameri¬ 
can composer Liroy Ander>sen. 
Rating it as of medium dilficul- 
ty. Dr Fakhiniry explains dial 
"It is a jazzy. American- 
flavoured musical piece return¬ 
ing good technique in plucking 
the strings rather than in how 



O IM ah mood Darucish. the 
great Palestinian poet, has kind¬ 
ly grucioused us wiili a visit by- 
dropping in on Amman last 
week. He gave lectures and 
tetrv recitals at the invitation 


playing". 

The second part of the pro¬ 
gramme will be performed by 
the full orchestra made up of 
string, woodwind and brass in¬ 
struments. The programme will 
include Vayaldj's Concerto 
Grosso in D minor. Up.\ No I L 
the Sleeping Beauty Wall/' by 
Tchaikovsky, two highlights 
from 'Eviat' by A. Lloyd Web¬ 
ber and a selection of melodies 
and tunes from "Les Misera¬ 
ble*" by Sehonberg. 

Kelah Fakhoury has an im¬ 
pressive professional back¬ 
ground which includes a BA in 
composition and conducting, a 
teaching diploma in music edu¬ 
cation. an MA in music educa¬ 
tion and also a BA in public ad¬ 
ministration. 

He runs his 'empire like a 
general with restricted ammuni¬ 
tion in charge of his brave and 
able army. He makes use of 
every talent available as well as 
'practicing' a talent of his ow n- 
discovering and releasing po¬ 
tential v irtuosns. 

Watching him conducting the 
orchestra during long rehear¬ 
sals. one has to admit that 
knowledge alone is not enough 
to be an able orchestra conduc¬ 
tor. It requires tremendous en¬ 
ergy and patience, which l-'uk- 
houry has in abundance. Finn 
and likable, he had a wonderful 
ability to communicate with of¬ 
ten temperamental musicians, 
whom Fakhoury manages to 
'extract' their best. 

The main strong lealure of 
the orchestra lies m its >ipic¬ 
ture. As Kefah Fakhoury ex¬ 
plains. the .students participat¬ 
ing in the orchestra are backed 

PAcino \ | 

actor of 1 

the year m 

• Oil Mon- 

March, the re- ■ 

.suits of the 
Motion Picture Academy 
Awards (the Oscarsi were 
anounccd in LA. Clint East¬ 
wood's Unforgiven received 
four awards for best film, best 


by teachers. This backing is 
much stronger than it previous¬ 
ly was. "There used to be one 
ieacher for a section of instru¬ 
ments. Now we have three or 
four teachers in every section" . 
he says. This applies to all the 
sections of the orchestra. In 
particular, the wind section of 
the orchestra has been remarka¬ 
bly changed lately. 

The orchestra used to have 
only students in the wind sec¬ 
tion. where us nowadays, wind 
parts are also played bv musi¬ 
cians. According to Fakhoury. 
continuous improvement and 
general follow-up reinforces 
The orchestra and its general 
professional out look. 

This concept of putting 
teachers in charge of orchestral 
sections is based on several as¬ 
pects and several purposes. 
One of the most important 
ones, in Fakhoury's view, is 
that teachers must achieve their 
"Educational mission" and not 
just "Satisfy their own ego." 
And. as he points out. "The end 
objective of the orchestra is not 
to keep teachers there indefi¬ 
nitely". Onee they fulfill their 
role in supen ising students and 
guiding them towards extensive 
Mage experience, their direct 
participation in the orchestra 
will eventually fade out. he 
say s. 

Ideally, according to Fak- 
houry. a new and more ad¬ 
vanced type of an orchestra; a 
Symphony Orchestra made up 
of professional musicians with 
a certain musical standard, 
should emerge as an end result 
i >f the Conservators orchestra. 


By Mary Denis 

Special to STAR 

A PERFORMANCE of a new¬ 
ly formed National Muric Con¬ 
servatory String Quartet is an¬ 
other significant music event 
on the Amman cultural scene at 
the Nabil AI Moshini Theater 
on b April, at 8:00 pm. The 
concert program will include 
three string quartets: two by 
Beethoven. <No3. op IS and 
No2. op 59). and one by his 
contemporary Belgian compos¬ 
er Gossec (No3. op 15). On the 
lighter side, the String Quartet 
will play a lively, showy Amer¬ 
ican-accented piece arranged 
by Alfred Pochon entitled Tur¬ 
key in the straw' 

Four of the NMC faculty 
members: Aram Zarasian. con¬ 
cert master and First violin: Mo¬ 
hammad Ali Abbas, second vi¬ 
olin; Samir Jawad, viola: and 
Farka-J El Wattar. cello have 
since earned a reputation as 
competent and highly profes¬ 
sional local and international 
musicians performers. 

Prior to this concert in Am¬ 
man. the quartet had given two 
public concerts in Beirut co¬ 
sponsored by the NMC/Noor 
Al Hussein Foundation, Royal 
Jordanian and the Lebanese 
Jcunes.se Musicnle. The String 
Quartet of Jordan had played at 
the AUB and at the newly es¬ 
tablished Hall of the Faculty of 
Medicine at St Joseph Univer¬ 


sity. 

Playing in a siring quartet re¬ 
quires participation •»*' equally 
experienced and professionally 
mature and balanced musi¬ 
cians. The foursome of tin- 
string quartet are accomplished 
performers serving as fatuity 
members at the conservatory 
and have achieved a high level 
of proficiency in performance. 
"All the classical pieces we're 
playingare in their original ver¬ 
sions." Technically speaking, 
they are complex and need a 
full rapport on the part nf the 
players". 

The String Quartet will repre¬ 
sent Jordan at the International 
Chamber Music Competition in 
Osaka. Japan, this month The 
quartet has been selected b\ a 
highly qualified jury who had 
tape-auditioned the" ensemble 
and chose to invite the quartet 
to take.part: in this Chamber 
• Music Competition. 

Ms Hind Naser. chairperson 
of the National Music Conser¬ 
vatory. says she is delighted 
that Jordan is represented in an 
international music competi¬ 
tion. "It is the first time that our 
country is represented on such 
a high professional level". She 
points out that the outcome of 
the competition does not bother 
her in the least." The fact that 
Jordan was chosen to partici¬ 
pate in an International Cham¬ 
ber Music competition is an 
achievement in itself! This is a 


good indication that we have 
been accepted in the world of 
classical music on an interna¬ 
tional level". . 

Commenting on the interna¬ 
tional recognition of the NMC 
musicians. Dr Fakhoury. direc¬ 
tor ol ihe Conservatory, proud¬ 
ly pointed out. "Since music re-- 
liecis the prvigress and the 
cultural development of na¬ 
tions. participation in intema- 
rrunaJ music competitions is 
usually considered as impor- 
turn, if not more important, as 
participation in international 
competitions in other fields". 

The program of the quartet's 
performance in Amman on ft 
April includes the compositions 
mentioned above, plus a manda¬ 
tory w-ork of a composer of the 
host country. The String quartet 
will play a quartet No3 entitled 
'Breaking-up.of Planets' by can- 
temporary Japane^;’composer 
Akira Miyushi. lt is a magnifi¬ 
cently powerful, abstract edm- 
position-a colourful intense 
'cosmic' chans masterly con¬ 
tained in a kaleidoscope of bril¬ 
liant colours’ of sounds! 

"Playing this composition is 
as if you are dealing with some 
other w orld. You can not feel il 
w ith your heart. You can only 
comprehend it if you deal with 
it strictly on an intellectual lev¬ 
el. Keeping its rhythm is the 
main difficulty", comments 
Aram Zarasian in an anticipa¬ 
tion of the competition. ■ 


Flowers and belly 
buttons for the summer! 


• The new designers' collections for the spring 
and summer of '93 covered the woman with 
flowers. Almost every outfit is like a bed of flow¬ 
ers, a homage to the Flower Power Generation 
nf the '70s. Yet, most outfits come with a new 
funny touch; showing belly buttons! 

From Lagarfeld's wedding dress to Lacroix's 
night gowns, there is always space for this new 
feature of women's elegance: their belly. The 
belly button and Us uUra-feminine frame, the 
belly, are showing through flower-covered veils, 
setting off embroiled patterns, cutting through 
bodices and low-cut necklines. A treasure in a 
flower field, and here comes the spring again! 



Agenda 
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Left: 
AmaU 
Garcia's, 
/. Miy¬ 
ake 



Above: Valentino's Karen Mulder 
displaying the latest trend . 



Modem art critic 



“TH telt you what it looks like — it looks like H was 
done by a chimpanzee.’" 



The National Music Conservatory / 
Nbor Ai Hussein Foundation 

;. .'..'.presents. 

THE STRING QUARTET V: 

~ -6f Ihe . 

NATIONAL MUSIC CONSERVATORY 

• Aram Zarasian, violin f -Mbharrartad Wl Abbas, .violin 1] 

• . Samir jawad.vt^-FarqadAtWbttafi cello. 

• ■ V ~\ InConcertvi ,'_-Y■ 

Tuesday F 6.Aprif--1.S93 - 8:00 p:m. • 

: . Nabeel 'AFMashlrii Theatre > ; AJ-Abdall 

The program lr>cludK strlng qi^rtets by Beethoven and Gossec. 
This concert oomas on' ihe eye.ofjhe ensemi&'a palpation In tn 
-. Osaka IntemaDonaf Chamber-Music Competition,-Japan 


Tickets, for JD 7; each are available at 

- Nabed AI-MashfnLTfie^^^9fm^^ 0 ’. Y > 

-Babiche,. tel 661322.; • • 

- Rihani Stores, tel. SSBTTfrY?;V . ; . 

-The National Music CbtT^iYbtQry.teL 6S762& - 
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Supplement en frangais du Star 


Theatre: la "Mortde Thebes" a Amman 

• "II etait une fois une ville. ni orientate, ni occidentale; ni proche, ni eloignee..." Cette ville. c'est 
Thibes dont le destin tragique s'esl joue cette semaine d Amman sons les yeux ties spectateurs. 

Tragique? L'omnipresence de la couleur noire Vindique des les premiers instants de la piece. Noir 
d'un aveuglemeni pas imiquement physique dont sont victimes les habitants de Thebes, prisonniers 
d'une malediction inspire du my the d’CEdipe. Seal lefds du Sultan a lepouvoirde la vue. El il sail ce 
qui attend la ville: la mort. Apr&s awir tut son p£re qui Tax-ait enfeve’, il revient a Thebes pour epous- 
ersa mire et tenter de changer le destin de la ville. 

Thebes selon Nader Omran,-auteur et metteur en seine de Tceuvre, e'est le monde arabe actuel. 
"Nous vivons ici dans un siicle arriere. Nous aveuglans nos enfants en ressassant le passe", explique- 
t-iL "Dans la vie comme sur scene, celui qui sail n'est pas ecouti. L'aveugle n'aime pas celui qui peut 
voir". 

"La mort de Thibes" est done porteuse d'un message politique fort mats qui est aussi social et cul- 
lurel. "Penser est presque honteux dans nos pays", s'e.xclame Riadh Al-Khoury, productsttr de la 
piice. Mats c'est igalement une superbe creation artistique. Musique et chants, interprets en direct 
par une excellente chorale, accompagnenr harmonieusemem le jeu toujours juste des six acteurs, 
membres de la troupe the&trale Al-Fawanees. Les lumieres sont aussi remarquables. 

"La mort de Thebes" est Tevinement culturel de fa soison. A voir plus d'une fois, comme certains 
I'ont fait ; pour saisir tomes ses subtilitJs et apprecier ses qualites artistiques. 

M. R. 
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Menaces 

!if^ *^FPORT tant attendu 
de I administration am£ri- 
came. par Warren 

Christopher. indique de 
nouvelles sources de ten¬ 
sion dans le Proche et le 
Moyen-Orient. 

Les premiers dygus furent 
les Irakiens qui esp£raient 
une leviJe, meme partielle, 
des sanctions imposfes lore 
de la Crise du Golfe. Cer¬ 
tains envisageaient mSme 
une reconciliation entre 
Bagdad et Washington, n 
s'avere qu'il n'en etait rien. 
A part le fait que Clinton ne 
tient plus autant que 
I'adm inistration Bush a 
dvincer Saddam Hussein, 
les sanctions restent impo- 
sees dans leur integrality. 

Dans le rapport de la 
Maison blanche, les diri- 
geants de Teheran sont 
clairement taxes de pour- 
voyeurs de terrorisme et 
d'exportateurs d'une revolu¬ 
tion radicale et violente. 
Non pas car c'est contraire 
aux principes du monde li- 
bre. mais surtout car c'est 
une menace pour les plus 
proches allies de Washing¬ 
ton. L’Egypte el 1‘Algerie 
sont la proie d'une guerre 
ouvene entre les autorites 
et les mouvements inte¬ 
grates radicaux. 

Par aiileurs. la Maison 
blanche hausse le ton en- 
vers la Lybie sur fond de 
I'attentui de Lockerbie. Ele¬ 
ment nouveau: les Etats- 
Unis evoquent I'embargo 
petrolier atm de pousser les 
dirigeants lybiens 4 leur liv- 
rer deux responsables pres¬ 
umes de ('attentat. 

Les America! ns, par aii¬ 
leurs. n'epargnent m£me 
pas les allies europfens de 
leurs critiques. Washington 
a exprime sa colons du fait 
que l'Allemagne et certains 
aurres pays de ia Commu- 
naute ont consent! que la 
Banque mondiale accorde 
ses credits a Teheran. 

D’autres menaces de la 
part des Americains ris- 
quent de devoiler un nou¬ 
veau tour d'hostilites dans 
le monde arabe. ■ 


Legislatives 93 

Victoire ecrasante 

de la droite 

Defaite historique des socialistes aux elections legislatives frangaises. Comme 
prevu, un raz de maree conservateur submerge la nouvelle assemblee. 
Edouard Balladur, RPR, est nomme Premier ministre. 


LA DEROUTE des socialistes 
etait annoncee. Mais, I'ampleur 
de leur defaite surprend. La 
droite emporte 484 sieges de 
deputes sur un total de 577. 
Une majorite ecrasante. Seuls 
70 socialistes siegeront & 
rAssembles rationale, contre 
275 auparavant Le groupe 
communiste, avec 23 deputes, 
est etonnamment stable. Ecolo- 
gistes et Front national seront 
les grands absents de cette nou¬ 
velle legislature. 

Vingt-quatre heures aprfcs ce 
raz de maree conservateur, le 
President Mitterrand en a tire 
les consequences en Dominant 
comme nouveau Premier mini¬ 
stre, Edouard Balladur, 63 ans. 
Une decision rapide pour 
couper court k la poieraique sur 
son depart de lElysee devant 
I'ampleur de cette defaite. La 
France s'engage done dans une 
nouvelle periode de cohabita¬ 
tion, avec un President de la 
Republique et un Premier mini¬ 
stre aux options politiques op- 
posees. 

Edouard Balladur etait d€jk 
ministre de I'Economie et des 
Finances lore de la premiere 
periode de cohabitation de 
1986 k 1988. Ce neo-gaulliste 
aux manifcres polies et r6ser- 
v6es a eu la faveur du President 
Mitterrand sourieux de cohabit- 
er avec un chef de gouveme- 
mec! aux bonnes mani&res. 

Le choix etait d'ailleurs limi- 
te. Le RPR arrivant en tSte a 
1’Assembiee avec 247 sieges, 
devant ITJDF avec 213 sieges, 
le President devait trouver de 
preference un Premier ministre 
au sein de la formation neo- 


Agriculture 


gaulliste. Son president, 
Jacques Chirac, ayant declare 
forfait, Edouard Balladur etait 
tout designe. Lui qui, d&s 1983, 
faisait ia theorie de la cohabita¬ 
tion dans un article du Monde. 
Dix ans plus land, il doit 
s'atteler k la pratique. 

La tiche du nouveau Premier 
ministre ne sera pas facile. 
Francois Mitterrand a declare 
sans ambages qu'il comptait 
bien continuer k exercer ses 
competences sur la scene Inter¬ 
nationale et en mati£re de secu¬ 
rity, plagant 1 Europe au pre¬ 
mier plan des preoccupations 
du gouvemement k venir. En 
politique interieur, il veut fine 
le garant des acquis sociaux. 
Avec une opposition ultrami- 
noritaire k l'Assembiee, le chef 
de lEtar risque bien de person- 
nifier k lui seul 1'opposition 
face k l'hegemonie conserva- 
trice. 

Autre ecueil pour Edouard 
Balladur l'attimde des deux 
grands chefs de la droite, 
Jacques Chirac et Valery Gis- 
card d'Estaing, absents du gou- 
vernement, mais d6j& en course 
pour la presidentielle de 1995. 
Au soir de leur victoire, les 
leaders de droite se sont gardes 
de tout triomphalisme, insistant 
sur les difficult de 1'entreprise 
de redressement 6conomique 
du pays- La barre des trois mil¬ 
lions de chomeure sera sans nui 
doute franchi dans les mois k 
venir. 

L'effet deformant du scrutin 
majoritaire k deux tours a joue 
k plein lore de cette election. La 
droite, creditee de 44% des suf¬ 
frages au premier tour, rem- 
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Le RPR Edouard Balladur, 63 ans, est le nouveau Premier ministre. Ce theoricien de la 
cohabitation va devoir s'atteler a la pratique. 


porte fraalement 80% des 
sieges k l'Assembiee. Le Parti 
communiste avec 9% des voix 
obtient une vingtaine de depu¬ 
tes, tandis que le Front national 
avec 12% des suffrages dis- 
paraft de la nouvelle assemblee. 
Grands perdants du scrutin, les 
ecologistes ont vivement de¬ 
nonce cet effet pervers 
qui leur ferme les pones de la 
Chambre des deputes. 

Le score modeste de 
l'Entente ecologiste, 7.6% des 
voix, est la principale surprise 


du premier tour de ces elec¬ 
tions. D y a deux mois, certains 
sondages leur predisaient un 
score autourde 20%. L'an dern¬ 
ier, pour les elections regio¬ 
nal. l’addition des voix des 
Verts et de Generation ecologie 
culminait autour de 15%. Entin 
unis, les ecologistes ont v6cu 
leur resultat du premier wur 
comme une douche froide. Eux 
qui se declaraient le pole cen¬ 
tral de la recomposition du 
paysage politique fran^ais vonf 
revoir leurs ambitions k la 


Le printemps du 
Moyen-Orient 

Deux rapports CESAO-FAO font le point sur l'etat de sante de 
l'aoTiculture dans la region. Des progres, peut nueux faire. 



POL1R L'ACRICULTURE re- 
gionale. les annees se suivent 
mais nc sc ressemblent pas. Les 
mauvais r^sulrats enregistrfs en 
1991 sont oubli^s grSce aux 
bonnes performances de 1992. 
si I'on en croit les rapports an- 
nuels publics conjointement par 
Va Commission iconomique et 
sociale pour l'Asie occidentale 
(CESAO) et la Food and Agri¬ 
culture Organization des Na¬ 
tions unies (FAO). 

Celui concemant I'annee 
1991 vient juste de paraitre 
avec un retard dfl A la guerre du 
Golfe. Il pnWde de peu le rap¬ 
port annuel 1992 attendu trfts 
prochainement Un veritable bi- 
Ian de same de ragriculture re- 
gionale atiquel s'ajoutent des 
questions particuIiSrement tm- 
ponantes pour les pays relevant 
de la CESAO. Exemple de su- 
jets trails: le role du secteur 
privy dans la provision de ser¬ 
vices agricoles aux petit* ex- 
jCiloitanLs. Ou bien encore le 


problfcme fondamental de la de¬ 
sertification commun ^ tous les 
Etats de la nSgion. 

Le rapport concemant I'annfe 
1991 fait 6tat d'une situation 
delicate. La production agricole 
a nettement baiss£ dans pre¬ 
sque tous les pays du Moyen- 
OrienL D'une fagon g^nfrale, 
tous les indices gconomiques 
ont subi la mSme tendance. 
Guerre du Golfe oblige. Pour- 
tant, la region ftait parvenue k 
une croissance considerable 
dans le domaine agricole pen¬ 
dant les ann&s 1980- Rdsultat 
de mesures adoplfies par la plu- 
pan des pays allant dans Ic sens 
d’une liberalisation et d’une ra¬ 
tionalisation de l'agriculmie. 

En un peu plus de six mois, 
les efforts passds ont balay- 
6s. Qui sfime la guerre r&olte 
moins, pourrait (tire le fameux 
proverbe! 

Qu'en est-il de la situation en 
1992? Le nouveau rapport a 
paraitre est plus oprimiste. 


Comme tous les autres do- 
maines, l’agriculture rdgionale 
s'esl remise en route. Docteur 
Sami Sunna, expert de la CE¬ 
SAO-FAO, le confirme. "La 
plupart des pays de la rggjon 
ont surmontd l'impact de la 
guerre", d&lare-t-il. La produc¬ 
tion a sensiblement augment^ 
en partie grSce aux conditions 
climatiques favorables qui ont 
pr£vaiu en 1992. "A cet dgard, 
il faut signaler les bons rfisul- 
tats de 1'agriculture joidanienne 
qui s’est particuliferement dis- 
tingufe I'annee derniSre", pour- 
suit l'expert des Nations unies. 

Mais les productions restent 
insuffisantes pour couvrir les 
besoins nationaux. Les d iffy- 
rentes mesures prises par les 
gouvemements ne peuvent pal- 
lier 1 ’obstacle commun k pre¬ 
sque tous les pays de la region: 
des ressouitres de base limitees. 
L' eau. plus particuliftrement, 
manque d'une manifere drama- 
tique. Les reserves soutenaines 
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Exploitation de legumes destinis a I'exportation 


sont peu nombreuses et insnffj- 
santes pour pouvoir assurer 
llrrigallon des terres; les pre¬ 
cipitations sont faibles et W- 
galement distributes. Seuls la 
Syrie et llrak btntficiem d'un 
certain potentiel. 

A cet obstacle s’ajoute un ac- 
croissement de la population 


rapide qui contribue a faire 
baisser le taux de production 
par habitant. "Avec une crois¬ 
sance dymographique de prfes 
de 3%, et en supposant que ia 
production agricole augmenre, 
il y aura toujours un dycalage" 
explique Sami Sunna. Conclu¬ 
sion logique: il faut augmemer 


baisse... 

Avec un score en dessous de 
20%. le Parti socialiste connait 
son niveau le plus bas depuis sa 
creation en 1971. A pits dix ans 
de pouvoir socialiste. en sous- 
trayant les deux ans de cohabi¬ 
tation, ie carnouflet infligd au 
parti k la rose est rude. Vic¬ 
times d'un vote-rejet sans pitcy- 
dent depuis 1958, ibeure de la 
reflexion a sonny. Ddjt, un 
congr^s extraordinaire du parti 
va se nSunir dans les mois k ve- 


considerablement la production. 
Pour ce faire, difficile d'<?tendre 
les surfaces cultiv6es. La seule 
solution valable consiste k aug- 
menter la productivity en utifi- 
sant des technologies modemes 
et les recherches actuelles. 
"Dans les quelques anniJes k ve¬ 
nir, 80% de l'augmentation de 
la productivity dypendra de la 
recherche et de la technologie" 
assure l'expert agricole. Si les 
diffyrents gouvemements adop- 
tent des mesures dans ce sens, 
la situation de 1'agriculture nS- 
gionaJe devrait done 
s’ameliorer. 

"A condition toutefois qu'une 
cooperation se mette en place", 
explique Sami Sunna. En effet. 
chaque pays produit et applique 
des programmes de d6veloppe- 
ment agricole sans tenir compte 
de ses voisins. Une aberration & 
tous points de vue selon l'expert 
de la CESAO-FAO. "Les tech- 
niciens et les dconomistes sont 
tout k fait d'accord avec le prin- 
cipe. D ne manque plus que la 
volonte et 1 'engagemenr des 
politiques' 1 . Le module proposy 
est celui d'un marchd unique, 
prtivu dans les textes mais pas 
encore appliquy. Des ensembles 
sous-rygioraux pourraient etre 
cidds dans un premier ^temps 
puis ensuite regroupys. "Ici et 
Ik, on commence k subir les 
consdquences de la situation ac- 
tuelle. D n'y a pas d'autre solu¬ 
tion que la coopyration et le 
marchy unique", conclut Sami 
Sunna. "Et cela devrait se fane 
plus vite qu'on ne le pense . B 

Michele Rieux. 


Au soir de la dyfaite, Laurent 
Fabius, secretaire gyn&al, visi- 
blement affecty par les resultats 
n'a pu que constater que "le 
crenr s’est floigny". Il a expli- 
quy la dyroute de son parti par 
"une lassitude face au gou- 
vemement, le sentiment 
d'insycurity, les affaires..." Ju- 
geant que c’ytait plus la pra¬ 
tique qui ytait sanctionnye que 
les idyes. Symbole: 1'ancienne 
circonscription de Frangois 
Mitterrand dans la Nievre est 
pas^fe & droite... 

Si Laurent Fabius, Jacques 
Lang et Pierre Beregovoy se 
retrouveront dans la nouvelle 
assemble, plusieurs leaders so¬ 
cialistes ont yty balayys par la 
vague conservatrice. Roland 
Dumas, Lionel Jospin, Michel 
Delebarre font partie des vic¬ 
times. Tout comme Michel 
Rocard, 1'ancien premier mini¬ 
stre! Un 6chec cuisant pour le 
"candidat nature!" de la gauche 
k la prochaine yiection prysi- 
dentielle. Celui qui appelait k 
un "big bang" pour relancer la 
gauche mord la poussi£re dans 
son fief local. 

Forte de la plus large majority 
parlementaire de I'histoire de la 
Ve Rypublique, la droite main- 
tenant au pouvoir va devoir 
convajncre, avec en ligne de 
mire l'echyance presidentielle 
de 95. Face it une Assemble, 
un Synat. des regions et des 
conseils region aux massive- 
ment acquis au camp conserva¬ 
teur. Frangois Miaerrand appar- 
ait comme le demier rempart du 
socialisme en France. Le bras 
de fer peut s'engager. ■ 

Florent Chevolleau 


Express 


TOURISM E - Ca racier is- ; 
tique du lourisme c:i Jor- : 
danie: des hauts et des ■ 
bas frcqucnLs. En M;*.rs, S ; 
000 touristes vt runners 
ont sejournc a Aqaha. ,\u 
moment des vacancc., ■ 
d'"Al Eid”, la majiiruc' - 
des hotels afficljiiivn: • 
complct avec I'arrh Cx. d.- 
milliers dc JordaiiLg:., 
Mais, cette silualio:: 
n'arrive qu'au mumcn*. ; 
des vacances puhliqncs. ' 
Actuellemcnt, Ic flux to*:- < 
ristique dccroit. Luo i 
baisse lice aux ; 

en Eg>ptc. 

i 

INQUIETUDE - Les pro- ! 
fessionnels du batimcrl 
redoutent une nouvei;*- 
penurie dc ciinent pour 
cet etc. Lc volume dos 
constructions privees dev- • 
rait etre comparable a ce- ; 
lui de i’an demier et les • 
projets gouvemementaux ? 
sont plus importants. La \ 
crise est annoncee, tandis ■ 
que les cimenterfes jorda- • 
niennes continucnt ‘ 
d’exporter massivement. 

BILAN - 402 morts, 30 . 
839 blesses: c’est le :res - 
Iourd bilan des accidents 
de la route pour 1992. Lc 
nombre des moils est er. ■ 
progression de 23 et ceSiri 
des blesses de 713. par 
rapport a 1991. Unc casr.- 
pagne de prevention cor- 
tre ces accidents doit voir 
le jour. En particuiicr 
pour proteger les enfants. 

La majorite des victimes 
n’ont pas 10 ans. < 

CADEAU - Deux bateaux. 
autrefois au sen 1 ice dc 
Tex-Allcmagnc dc I’Esl. • 
viennent d’etre confics cu 
Conseil de security public ( 
en charge de la protection ; 
des cotes jordaniennes. . 
Ces batlments renoves 
permettroot de prevenir 
les violations man times i 
au large d'Aqaba. Unc if 
nouvelle illustration du ^ 
ddveloppement de fa j 
cooperation entre le Roy- • 
aume et l'AHcmagnc er. ! 
matiere dc securite. ■ 


Negocicitions 

Les Arabes en attente 

Pas encore de ddcision des Arabes pour le retour a la 

table des nygociations. Obstacle: le sort des depones. 

A TROIS semaines de la reprise prdvue des negociations de 
paix. les parties arabes n'ont pas encore Jccidd de leur pre¬ 
sence ou non a Washington. Au terme de deux jours de rdun- . 
ion k Damas. les chefs de la diplomaiie jordanien. syrien. liba- ’’ 
nais el palestinien ont report toute decision sur une reprise 
des pourparlers avec Israel. Pour faire redymarrer le processus ^ 
de paix, en panne depuis bieniot quatre mois. les initiatives bi- »• 
laterales se multiplient. 

Exemple de cette effervescence diplomatique: la venue i v 
Amman d’une dyi6gation de la Communaute europeenne. Me¬ 
nds par Hans Van Den Broek. les mini seres des Affaires ; 
ftrangyres britannique, danois et beige profiient de leur eupc 
jordanienne pour rencontrer des reprysentanis palestiniens. :i 
avant de se rendre k Damas, Beirout et en Israel. Une illustra- *] 
tion de la volonte des Europdens de relancer le processus de ■< 
paix. • 

Mais, 1'espoir des parties arabes reside surtout dans les con- ■ 
tacts bilateraux nouds avec radministrauon amyriejine. La - ; 
visile du prysident ygyptien Hosni Moubarak aux Etats-Unis 
dans quelques jours retient particulidremenl I’atiemion. La se- : 
maine demidre, Hanane Achrpui et Fayga 1 Husseini rencon- ■. 
traieni Warren Christopher et des responsables du departe- .. 
ment d'Etat k Washington. Si "des signes encourageams" son: 
apparus au cours de ces discussions, le refus palestinien de re- 
toumer k la table des nygociations, avant le r^glenient du sort 
des dypones au Sud-Liban, demeure. 

Les Arabes r6unis ^ Damas ont exprimy leur inquietude face 
a I'incapacity des Amyricains k faire avancer le processus de 5 ; 
paix au Moyen-Orient. La rycente visite du Premier ministry i; 
israyiien k Washington n’a fait qu’amplifier ces inquietudes. Us ^ 
demandent concr&tement aux Etats-Unis de faire pression sur 5’ 
Israel pour que lEtat hybreu se soumette k Ia rdsolution 799 de 
L’ONU demandant le retour des bannis. Les patties arabes se t : 
sont alignyes sur la position palestinienne. Elies devraient se *4 
nfunir de nouveau k Damas dans une dizaine de jours pour i; 
prendre une dycision finale. Le suspense risque bien de durer 
jusqu'au 20 avril dans I'attentc d'un geste de Tel Aviv. L 
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Davis Cup 

Malaysian players 
overcome their 
Jordanian hosts 


Preprinting for 1994 World Cup 

Our squad defeats 
Syria's 3-2 

* Preparing for 1994-World Cup qualifying first round, 
our national football team made their first victory over 
Syrian national team 3-2 in their friendly match took place 
at Al-Faiha' stadium in Damascus March 29. Hisham 
Abdul-Moniem, Mousa A wad and Mohammad A l Ashhab 
scared for Jordan. 


Jordanian 
National 
team 


cmrf) ( 




Al Ashhab 


Awad 


* 

Abdul-Moniem 


* HER MAJESTY Queen. 
Noor attended the three-day 
competition between Jordan 
and Malaysia, in their Asia/ 
Oceania Zone Group 2 Davis 
Cup Playoff, held al the Jordan 
Tennis Federation courts at Al- 
Hussein Youth City. 

Malaysian team defeated our 
national team, won both singles 
and doubles matches, and se¬ 
cured their place in Group 2 
while Jordan will be relegated 
in Group 3 in 1994. 

Our national team that has 
mainly relied on Hani Al Ali 
and Imad Abu Hamdah, in both 
singles and doubles matches, 
couldn't be an equal opponent to the 
Malaysian team represented by 
Ramayan Ramachaandrean and 


Egypt's Gohary 

We'll win again in France 


AGAINST ALL expecta¬ 
tions, the International Football 
Federation (FIFA) imposed a 
harsh penally on Egypt by rul¬ 
ing that the Egypt vs Zimbab¬ 
we match is to be replayed in a 
neutral country (France). 

FIFA's telex to the Egyptian 
Football Federation tEFF'i 
claimed that both the refer and 
rhe FIFA observer affirmed 
that heavy stones was thrown 
prior to the game which result¬ 
ed in the injury of Zimbabwe's 
number seven, who was treated 
before the match. The telex 
stated that the match was de¬ 
layed five minutes because of 
this situation, it added that the 
Zimbabwean player's perfor¬ 
mance was affected by these 
unsporting conditions. 

The referee's report indicated 
that the stone-throwing contin¬ 
ued all through the first half of 
the game resulting in the refer¬ 
ee suspending play for three 
minutes when one of the lines¬ 
men was injured. The report 
added that Zimbabwe's coach 
was hit <*n the head in the 36th 
minute, also affecting Itis per¬ 
formance. It stated fun her that 
the Zimbabwean team were tar¬ 
gets of stones during and after 
the maid?. 

In the first reaction to the 
FIFA ruling. Egypt's coach Co¬ 
llar) described it as "unfair." 
He stated that such a penally 




could act as a precedent en¬ 
couraging other visiting teams' 
to claim injury in order to im¬ 
pose similar penalties on the 
opponents. 

"Legally, any national federa¬ 
tion organizing a game is total¬ 
ly responsible for it and to the 
spectators' behavior if it threat¬ 
ens the safety of the visiting 
team.” said Sadek Abdel- 
Moneim. EFF Director of Pub¬ 
lic Relations." But the report it¬ 
self concluded that FIFA be¬ 
lieved that the EFF was not 
directly responsible for the 
events." 

Gohary said that there is 
quite a distance between the 
playing Held and the fans. 

"Then how can a tiny stone, 
thrown so far cause the damage 
claimed." he said. "As 1 told 
the Zimbabwean officials, we 
shall win again in France." 

"All over the world, football 
fans are becoming more fanati¬ 
cal." said Ahmad Deinerdosh 


El-Touni." Supporters are their 
to watch and urge their team 
on. They should not interfere in 
the game at all. Let this be a 
lesson to the fans and to the 
EFF. he added. 

Gamal Shirazi. a sports offi¬ 
cial shares similar views," 
sports should he fair at all lev¬ 
els. We can only win by work¬ 
ing hard, any other method is 
unacceptable." he said. 

Emad Ahmad, representing 
the fans, condemned the deci¬ 
sion. "It was a well orchestrat¬ 
ed ploy by Zimbabwe after los¬ 
ing and they were supported by 
FIFA. We shall win and prove 
that we are the better when we 
plav in France." he said angri¬ 
ly' 

At the African Football Fed¬ 
eration (AFF) headquarters. 
Vikens Djizmendian. Director 
of Public Relations said ihat it 
was beyond their control as 
they had no jurisdiction over 
the event since it was a FIFA 


organised match. 

Requests by both Egypt and 
Zimbabwe to postpone their 
African Nations preliminaries 
scheduled for 11 April because 
of the replay of the World Cup 
in Lyon rumed down by the Af¬ 
rican Federation because of a 
"light schedule." 

Though it is evident that the 
fans acted beyond reason , it 
must be clear that FIFA's deci¬ 
sion is not just a slap in the 
face for EFF but for Africa in 
general. Why should Africa be 
the experimental ground for 
new FIFA policies. 

The report from FIFA clearly 
states: ".... furthermore, the dis¬ 
ciplinary aspect of this case 
shall run parallel to this one, 
"This indicates that it has never 
happened before and that this 
case is to be used as a prece¬ 
dent 

The reply will be held on 14 
April in Lyon. ■ 


MAGICWORD 

HOW TO PLAV: Read the list of wards. Look at the puule. 
You'll find these words In all directions — horizontally, verti¬ 
cally. diagonally, backwards. Draw a circle around each let¬ 
ter of a word found in the puzzle, then strike it off the list. 
Circling it will show a letter has been used but will leave it 
visible should it also form part of another word. Find the big 
words first. When letters of all listed words are circled, you'll 
have the given number of letters left over. They'll spell out 
your MAGICWORD. 

LET'S SKI (Sol.: 9 letters) 

A-Aspen; B-Bindings. Boots: C-Challenge. 
Cold. Colorado. Control. C-uurse: D-Downhill: F- 
Fast. Flurry: G-Gloves. Goggles. Grip: H-Head- 
band. Height: J-Jackei, Jump: M-Mittens. 
Mogul. Mountain, Move; N-Nylon; P-Parka, 
Foies: R-Resort: S-Slalom. Slope. Snow. Socks. 
Spandex. Sport. Sunglasses. Sun Valley, Swift; 
T-Thermal. Trail; W-Weave. Wedeln. Windy. 
Wool hat. 


This Week's Answer: CHAIRLIFT 


TMOLA 
ROLYE 
OUADT 
P NMNH 
S TRI L 
T A E WE 
01 HTE 
ONTRO 
B I NDI 
MC ONT 
ODARO 
GL DNA 
UOGRI 
LCLLI 
CHALL 


L S P ANDEXNS 
LLAVNUSSLU 
AHLOOWNKEN 
ESRUOCOCDG 
NAP MU J WOEL 
AVEEPOLS WA 
KCAJ NYLONS 
S ERLI ARTES 
NGS Cl AHLGE 
ROLWKGOYOS 
LOCRIPIRGE 
BDAEHFF RGV 
PPHFASTULO 
HNWODRTLEL 
ENGEVOMFSG 


Glidingwith the times 



Terrence Chia. 

On the other hand. Australia 
knocked US out of Davis cup. 
France are poised to cruise into 
the second round of this year's 
Davis Cup World Group after 
taking a 2-0 lead in the opening 
singles against Austria. Swe¬ 
den's Davis Cup team were left 
basking in the rare luxury of a 
2-0 lead after the opening sin¬ 
gles matches of their first round 
lie against Cuba, Germans 
made their victory over Rus¬ 
sians in front of some 10,000 
spectators in Moscow's Olym¬ 
pic stadium and Italy took a big 
step towards avenging their 
quarter-final defeat last year by 
establishing a 2-0 cushion over 
Brazil in their Davis Cup 
World Group first round tie. 


! Speed, security, comfort...and good looks 

| Citroen r s Xantia eats up the road 

By Nadine Toukan 

' YOU SLrP into a curvaceous form fitting seat. The door closes with a silenced click. T1 k* cue me 
: emits a warm humming-like lone. The picturesque Spanish south glides smoothly by. " hat more 
: could one ask for while driving through life? Actually, quite a bit more and it's all summed up m 
I word: Xantia. 

! With u distinctly different name, yet still retaining the letter ’X‘. a recognized feature anil symbol ot 
; technological expertise, Citroen's Xantia offers classy looks, stylish lines and high tec lino log) poilor- 
! mance setting it at the very top of the upper medium vehicle segment. 

: It's flowing lines, new suspension mechanism and high-performance engine provide the best m 

comfort and pleasure to the driver and passengers while maintaining the highest levels of safety. Xaii- 
tia is a 5-door. 5-seater, front-wheel drive saloon produced at Citroen’s La Janais plant in Rennes. 
Brittany. With a total investment commitment of ff 6.5 billion, including ff 2.5 billion in research 
costs, Xantia is a true Citroen adhering to the company's trademark of advanced suspension system^ 
Xantia's smoothness and fluidity are key factors of its styling. It's body linos flow together and the 
comers round off bringing a sleek new look. 

The driver enjoys great comfort and driving pleasure, the front passenger is giten the grab handle 
making it easier to get in and out of the car, turn around or adjust the seat, while the compact deep 
rear section offers a sturdy, sporty air for passengers to indulge in. 

Xantia's parts are computer designed using a pinpoint digital definition process for highly accurate 
assembly techniques. It integrates a high proportion of pre-treated sheet slccl whose surface treat mem 
includes a thick anticorrosion coating applied using cataphoresis. An additional safety features is the 
strengthening bars built into every door. These solid metal struts, placed midway, up the frame in¬ 
crease structural rigidity and ensure that doors can be opened after an accident. 

Xantia's performance takes pride in Hydraclive II. A new suspension technology which couples all 
the power of hydraulics with the speed of electronic circuitry, and is also used in Xantia's anti-lock 
braking system. Hydractive II is an intelligent suspension system which offers the driver two fully au¬ 
tomatic operating positions, 'comfort' or 'sport'. This innovation comes in the ability of the suspension 
system to control over the vehicle behvior and therefore improving-safety. Needless to say and per¬ 
fectly suited to the exacting requirements of the Xantia range is the rigid self steering axles, and most 
notably the famous self steering rear axle. .. . 

On my test drive through the south of Spain, Xantia met its natural beauty. Its style and class 
blended with the luscious countryside and the delicate white towns. It gobbled up the endless, ill- 
maintained roads of southern Spain with great equanimity and handled Seville's bumpy inner-city 
streets in similar style. On demanding terrain it tracked brilliantly on the most battered and degraded 
roads. On a whole, Xantia has a certain distinctiveness and lives up to Citroen's reputation for giving 
a comfortable ride..or rather, glide. ■ 


■ Fact Fife ; 

MODELS: 

VSX. I rfry VS&v r-J- jV-. 

POWER tfihp);/ IBJ23. 

i55.' ' -.rr";-. -. 

MAX 

JSK, 19S/2.LV < T 

FUEL 

s.b.s.y. 

DRIVE; 5-s|^ed iratiu^'; 
to front 

lion. • . - - / ’.. 

BASICS:SX 'V^ ^'cr 
steering, ^rcering 'cdiimn 
adjustment, 

windows, 7 c <foov. 

mirrors, remote: cimtroijed 
centra! focking-.^ySJpjly-, 
dractive »iSpen^k»ft^ABS 
brakes, seat height^dgifl- 
menl, tuncd-vg&ss.^.fq- : 
glamps. ' 

options: 

brakes.. alloy wteefehjr- / 
co & CD; 1 VSXf.Seculc 
seat utljustme^^smttiqf,-, 
tdarni. !cufhi.r#idsftiry. 

MODELS TO COME: 
Diesels, mittunatic, T.bjxM- 
rol. . 


Scrambled Word 


t'nvtroinlili- these four nurds, 
letter lu mvh Mjuaro. In form 
four ordinary Hurds. 


NUDOM 


f FARCT 

ra±o 


CLOTUC 


JUL . 

b . 


MODDEO 

LXX2 



Now arrange the o/efed letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug¬ 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer fT 


■NF”S 

A-Ay 


p'-'y"'•0. 




Bridge 


By Tanuali Hirsch 

., , _ , SCORING TRICKS PASSING BV 

North-South vulnerable. North losers to one, declarer won rhe 

opening lead and ran the queen of 
lramps. When that held, he had vi¬ 
sions of an oven rick. However, his 
hopes were dashed when East cov¬ 
ered thp jack of trumps and West 
showed out. Suddenly [here was a 
danger of losing two trump ttlfcks. 

The onty way to prevent that ca¬ 
tastrophe war to score a inimp irick 
en passant. To accomplish that, de¬ 
clarer needed three entries to dum¬ 
my-two to ruff and one for the 
lead in the end position. There were 
only two to be seen. 

To create the third, declarer had 
to risk going down an extra trick. 
He cashed the ace of dubs, then led 
a low diamond and boldly finessed 
the ten when West followed low. 
When that held, he discarded a dia¬ 
mond on the king of clnbs and. 
ruffed a dub. After crossing back to 1 
dummy with the king of spades, de¬ 


deals. 

NORTH 
■ * A K S3 

~ QJ 

i K 10 2 
4 Kl 42 

WEST EAST 

* 0 J 10 9 *872 

~ 4 7 K 10 8 6 

- J ’ 5 .'863 

♦ Q 10 8 6 5 * J 9 3 

SOUTH 

* 6 4 

9 A 9753 2 
: A Q 7 4 

* A 


The bidding: 
North East 

South 

West 

1 NT 

Pass 

3 7 

Pass 

3 NT 

Pass 

4 0 

Pass 

4 7 

Pass 

5 7 

Pass 

6 r 

Pass 

Pass 

Pass 


Opening lead: Queen of * 


Distribution can wreak havoc on clarer ruffed a spade, then held his 
seemingly impregnable contracts, breath as be cashed the act of dia- 
But just because someone wants to monds and overtook the queen with 
chop off your head is no reason io the table's king, 
go quietly io ihe guillotine. When East followed, all was well. 

The auction was uneventful. South, .was dojvn to the .9-7 of 
South's five-heart bid was a request trumps while. East. held.. 10-8 No 
for partner to value his controls and matter which black card declarer led 
trump support for slam purposes, .from, dummy, he wodtd. be .able to 
and North decided ihai both were score a thimpr—ir East ruffed-with 
adequate. iheeight,: declarerwould, ovemiff; 

West led the top of his spade sc- if‘his. ruffed high, declarer's nine 
quence, and all seemed simple when would become the fulfilling trick- . 
dummy appeared. Since the eon- : ’« "• 

tract hinged only on holding trump jr,PM • 


* CROSSWORD PUZZLE * 


ACROSS 
1 Fiat-topped 
hill 

5 Horrify: 
war. 

10 Bullets, 
for shoit 

14 Landed 

15 Wallace 
or Noah 

16 Thin 

17 Neap or ebb 

18 Game tor 
fives 

20 Summer Fr. 

21 KnoxorOrd 

22 Knobby 

23 Mohave 
and Gobi 

25 Feline 

27 God of war 

28 Game with 

. - a netted 

stick 

32'Local 
Chapter 

34 — Hills 
of Rome 

35 Opener 

36 increases 

37 Hasten 

38 Prong 


39 Boss in 
*’ Alice" 

40 Burdens 

41 Peals 

42 Introduces 

44 Await 
decision 

45 Attendant 

46 The chase 
49 Porticoes 

52 Fiddling 
pyromaniac 

53 Compete 

54 Ringer game 

57 Manner. 

58 Cain's 
lather 

59 Us Masta - 

60 Single time 

61 Puts on 

62 Accumulate 

63 Long 

• - periods 


DOWN. 
Paired . 
Upper crust 
Horse rid¬ 
ing style 
Dined' 


5 Heads of 
groups of 
monks 

6 Bose and ' 
Bartlett 

7 Troublesome 
insect 

8 Clumsy boat 

9 Caustic 
solution- 

10 Person 
lacking 
pigment 

11 Repast 

12 Shopping ‘ 
area 

13 Solely -* - 
19 Rose 

feature 
21 Release 

24 Work units 

25 Washes 

26 Frosted 
acaka^ 

28 Cityin “ 

. England 

29 Scuba sport 

30 Transmit ••• 

31 Ogles 
32. Source of 

light... 

33 Czech river 


34 Flash flood 

37-Baited 

38 Dye 

40 Rent 

41 Gambling 
city . 

43 Contractions 

44 Handbags 

46 Bounders 

47 Family 
member 

48 Keftyand 
Raymond 

49 Fish 

50 Commotion 

51 Algerian 
■ seaport 

52 Witeof 
Nick 
Charles 

55 Mineral 
spring 

56 Garment 
. edge 

57 Extinct 
. bird 


< 19S3 Traune Mb<M Services, me 


■ 

■ 

m 

IB 

a 

B 


B 

a 

B 

B 

B 

H 

B 

B 

i 

1 

m 

B 

fl 

Kl 


a 

a 

B 

a 

a 

B 

a 

B 

B 

a 

B 

B 



a 

a 

a 

B 

B 

a 

a 

a 

m 

B 

a 

a 

B 


J 

a 


a 






4 


4 i 


Scrambled word solution 


WM-ripA . ... 
ONTiOW --JOMSUV 


epfApJd iqfkuj 

aawooa. j-inGob 


IdVUO 


M 
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THE STARlS 


■ r 

f »• I 


.672486/7 

. 665107 

.6751.35/8 

.6b6)18 

. 6*!38! 

.641451 

637967/625165 
.82891! 


Diplomatic Corps 

\ . 641271/2 

Australian. 637246/7 

Austrian Embassy.644635 

. 664148 

“ S'"? . 675683 

Bulgarian.818151 

Canadian. 666124 

Lnucjn. 823360 

Cyprus Honorary Cons. 677559 

Czechoslovakian . 665105 

LJamsn Consulate Gen. 622324 

Finnish Consulate ... 673443 

£ rench ....641273/4 

~ c ™ an .. 

£ r ** Ck ... 

Hungarian. 815614 

,Kj,i ‘ r *.. 

;, rj p .. 

.-•.638185 

Consulate Gen. Ireland.. 630878 

Japanese ..672486/7 

i usosljwan. 665107 

Kuwam .675135/8 

Libyan .6b61l8 

Lebanese . 6*138! 

Monwean..641451 

Netherlands.637967/625165 

Indonesian.828911 

North Korean .! 666349 

Norwegian Consulate. 637164 

Omani.686155 

Pakistani. 622787 

Palestine. ZZ.'.'” 677517 

People's Rep of China.666139 

Phillipincs. 645161 

. 637153 

Qatari .644331/2 

Romanian .667738 

Saudi Arabian. S14I54 

South Korean.660745/6 

Spanish .022140 

Sudanese.644251/2 

Swedish .669177/9 

Swiss. 686416/7 

Syrian. 641076 

Tunisian.674307/8 

Turkish .641251 

United Arab Emirates. 644369 

United Kingdom.823100 

United States of Ameriea.. 820101 

USSR.641158 

Yemen. 642381 

Delegation nf the EEC.668191 

UNDP.668171/7 

UNRWA. 669194/S 

(Taiwan) .671530 

UNICEF. 629571 

Con. of Sri Lanka.C45312 

Con of Iceland.698851 


Museums? 


Folklore Museum: Jewelry and 
costumes over lOOyearsold. Also 
mosaics from Madaba and Jerash 
(4th to 18th centuries). The Ro¬ 
man Theatre. Amman. Opening 
hours: 9 a.m. • 5 p.m. year 
round.Ciosed Tuesdays. Tel: 
651760. 

Jordan Archaeological Mu- 

seuni: Has 3ncxee!Ienl collection 
of the antiquities of Jordan. Jabal 
Al-Qal'a (Citadel Hill). Opening 
hours: 9 a.m - 5 p.m.). Closed 
Tuesdays. Tel: 638795. 

Jordan National Gallery: Con¬ 
tains a collection of paintings, ce¬ 
ramics, and sculptures by contem¬ 
porary Islamic artists from most 
of the Muslim countries, and a 
collection of paintings by !9ih 
century Orientalist artists. Munta- 
/ah. Jabal Wclbdch. Hours 10 
a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Closed Tues¬ 
days. Tel. 630128. 




AJyemda(Air yemen)_.653691 

Aeroflot....641510 

Air Canada_ 625535 

Air France_666055 / 66782 

Air India .....688301, . 

Air Lanka.682140 

Alitalia __ 625203 

American Airiines..669068 

Arab Wings___J944S4 

Adria Airways..667029 

Austrian Airlines..637380/667028 

Balkan Airlines..665909 

British Airways __641430 

China Airlines -. 637380 

Cathay Pacific...624363 

Cyprus Airways.__.667028 

Egypt Air..—. 630011 

Emirates Airlines.662141/678321 

Gulf Air.. 653606/656616 

Hungarian Airiines.. 639295 

Iberia..637827/644036 

Iran Air.... 622826 

Japan Airlines __ 630879 

K.L.M _622175 

Korean Airlines... 676624/662236 

Libyan Arab Airiines_643831/2 

Lufthansa.___ 601744 

Malaysian Airline.639575/653446 

M£A___ 636104 

Olympic- 630125/638433 

PIA - 625981 

Philippine Airlines_670155 

Polish Airlines_ 625981 

Qantas-641430/655447 

Royal Jordanian... 678321 

Sabena Belgian Airlines.. 675888 

Saudia._ 639333 

Scandinavian Airlines ....604649 

Singapore Airlines_ 676177 

Sudan Airlines._ 694501 

Swiss Air (G.S.A.)65979I/641906 

USAIR... 694801/2 

Syrian Air___622147 

TAROM- Romanian_637380 

Thai Airways__604649 

Trans World Airline_623430 

Turkish Airlines . 659102 

Yemenis Airways.628175 

Yugoslav Airlines__604911 

Queen Alia Airport (08)53200 


Diary 




Important Numbers 



Algeria____ 


Buenos Aires 1 

Australia..... 

. 

_... 61 

Adelaide 8 

Brisbane? 

Canberra 62 

Melbourne 3 

Path 9 

Sydney 2 

Austria...... 

. 43 

Vieima222 

Bahrain-. 

.. 973 


32 

Antwerp 3 

Brussels 2 

Brazil........ 

.55 

Rio de Janeiro 21 

Brasilia 61 

.. 359 

Sofia 2 

Ganarla . . .. 

. 1 

Ottawa 613 

Chile.. _ 

_.. 56 

Santiago 2 

Cyprus ... .. 

.. 357 

Nicosia 21 

_42 

Prague 2 

Denmark___ 

_45 

Copenhagen (Inner) 1 

Copenhagen (Outer) 2 

Quito 2. 

Eevut—.... ........... 

.... 20 

Cairo 2 

Pint _TSA 

Dublin 1 

Cork 21 

Ftnlnrwi. .. . 

...358 


Helsinki 0 

France ___..... 

Paris 1 




tii nii . fc i t ■ 

... 49 

Bonn 288 

.. 30 

Alhens/Pirseus 1 
Hungary-. 

.36 

Budapest I 

India.. 

_91 

Banglore 812 

New Delhi 11 

Bombay 22 

And all cities with area codes be- 

ginning with 1^3y*>5,6,7, & 8. 

Indonesia.. 

_ 62 

Jakarta 21 

Italy—.— 

.39 

Rome 6 

.964 

Baghdad 1 

Japan.--— 

.81 

Tokyo 3 

Kenya..-. 

.254 

Nairobi 2 

.965 


.82 

Seoul 2 

Libya.... 

_218 

Tripoli 21 

961 

Beirut 1 

. 60 

Kuala Lumpur 3 

Mexico. 

..52 

Mexico City 5 

.212 

Fez 6 

Rabat 7 

Netherlands.. 

_31 


grafts 

Amsterdam 20 
Rotterdam 10 

North Yemen. 

A! Bayda 6 
Hodeidah 3 
Sanaa 5 
Taiz 4 

Nigeria.. 

Lagos 1 

Norway__ 

Oslo 2 

Oman.____ 

Pakistan.. 

Karachi 21 
Lahore 42 
Peshawar 521 
Rawalpindi/! si am abad 51 

Paraguay. 

Asuncion 54 

Peru.. 

Lima 14 

Philippines. 

Manila 2 

Poland.. 

Warsaw 22 

Qatar.. 

Romania.... 

Bucharest 0 

Saudi Arabia... 

AI-Khobar 3 
Al-Madina 4 
D ammam 3 
Jeddah 2 
Mecca 2 
Riyadh 1 

Spain... 

Barcelona 3 
Madrid 1 


Marbella 52 
Majorca 71 

Sri Lanka..94 

Colombo 1 

Sudan.249 

Khartoum 11 

Sweden. 46 

Stockholm S 

Syria..963 

Damascus 1! 

Taiwan....SS6 

Taipei 2 

Thailand.66 

Bangkok 2 

Tunisia.216 

Tunis I 

Turkey. 90 

Ankara 4 
Istanbul 1 

UAE.....971 

Abu Dhabi 2 
Ajman 6 
A1 Ain 3 
Dubai 4 
Fujairah 70 
Ghyalhl 52 
Ras A1 Khaimah 77 
Sharjah 6 

Umm A1 Quwain 6 

UK..44 

London (inner 71/outer SI) 

Uruguay.598 

Montevideo 2 

USA. 1 

New York 212/7IS 
Washington 202 

USSR...7 

Moscow 095 

Venezuela..58 

Caracas 2 

Yugoslavia..38 


I Emergencies 1 

Amman Govemorate.... 

.9122S 

Amman Civil Defence. 

.19S, 199 

Civil Defence Irbid. 

... 271292 

Civil Defence Dept. 

....661111 

1 Ambulance.193.775 Mil 

Amman fire bridcade. 

.19S 

First aid.. 

. 630341 

Blood Bank. 

.. 775121 

Civil Defence resuce.... 

... 630341 

Police rescue.62111 

1.637777 

Police headquarter'.. 

63914! 

Traffic police. 

.. 896390 

Electric Power Co. 

.63t»3S l '4 

Water complaints. 

.. S97467 

1 Queen Alia Airport.lOS) 532001 


08)^200 

Hospitals 


Hussein Medical Centre 

..813813 

Khatedi Matcmitv. 

.644281/D 

Akleh Matcmitv.. 

642441': 

Jabal Amman Maternity 

6423o2 

Malhas. J. Amman. 

.. 036141 

Palestine. Shmeisant.... 

604171/4 

Shmeisani Hospital. 

. 669131 

University Hospital. 

. S45S45 

Al-Muasher Hospital .... 

66-227/y 

IThe Islamic, Abdali.. 666127/371 

Al-Ahli, Abdali. 

6041M/O 

Italian-Al-Nluhajreen.. 

777101/3 

Al-Bashir. Ashrafich. 

75111/20 

I.Aimv. Marka.891611/151 

I Queen Alia Hospital. . 002240/501 

Amal Hospital. 

. 0^4155 

General 


Jordan Television.7 

73111/19 

Radio Jordan. 

74MI/N 

Ministry of Tourism. 

M231I 


. 60*800 

Price complaints. 

.. 001 J7n 

Telephone Information 

.121 

Jordan and Middle East 

calls... 10 

Repair service. 

..023101 


The 


Star 


Jordan's political, economic 
i and cultural weekly 


Activities 


Editorial & advertising 
telephone number: 648298 

Distribution: Jordan 
Distribution Agency, 
telephone: 630191 


* s *• # V*l* **■ *”• 

Z '/. Cultural centres 

Royal Cultural Centre.. 661026/7 
American Centre Library. 641520 

British Council.636147/8 

French Cultural Centre.637009 

Goethe Institute. 641993 

Soviet Cultural Centre.644203 

Spanish Cultural Centre .. 624049 
Turkish Cultural Centre... 639777 

Hava Arts Centre.665195 

Hussein Youth City-667181/5 

Y.W.C.A. 641793 

Y.W.M.A. 664251 

Amman Mun. Library..637111 

Univ. of Jordan Library.... 834555 
R. S.C. N.837931/837937 


'• -. Cinemas'.': * ‘ 

Concord. 677420 

Rainbow. 625155 

Plaza. 674111 

Philadelphia. 634144 

Nijoum ... -675571 

Sports Clubs 

Al Hussein Sports City.667181 

Orthodox Club.810491 

Royal Automobile Club... 815410 

Royal Shooting Club. 736572 

Roval Chess Club.. 673713 

Royal Racing Club.09-801233 

Jordan Bridge Assoc.676990 


sco. 1 : o v : c 
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Jordan's leading 
economic news¬ 
letter. Published 
by Info-Media. 
Call 652-380 


Rent-a-car 




.606821 


. 694882 

Shakhshir. 

. 668958 

...606669 

Kada . 

..665161/665153 
.813554 


.639197/8 

Nebo..;.......:. 

.! 8 i 6792 

. 605501 

Al-Rimal. 

. 639861 

Al-Samcr. 

Satelile. 

Siar.. 

.771707 

..625767/621471 

. 604904 

. 694883 


. 694802 

A!-Waha .. 

. 674105 

... 670498 


. 666327 


.641350 

Avis. 

.699420 

.687988 

Budget. 

.604230 

De as. 

.660601 

European. 

.601350/80 


USAir 

USAir begins with you 


[Hotels 

. * V . 

Amman 

7QR1RI 
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660100 

Reaencv . 

660000 

Jerusalem . 

JnterConiinemaL—44^-. 
Ambassador... 

.665094 
.64136 h 
665186 
.665181 

Middle East. 

667150 


661121 

Tyche . 

International. 

.661114 

841712 

813801 

Alia Gateway.(08) 51000| 

Amra . 815071 1 

Plaza . 

Aqaba 

Holiday Int'l. 

674111 

.312426 

.314340 


314131 

Coral Beach. 

.313521 

.316250 

Aqaba. 

314091 


Churches 


SL Joseph Church: < Roman Catho¬ 
lic) Jabal Amman. Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunciation: (Ro¬ 
man Catholic) Jabal Weibdch. Tel. 
637440. 

De la Salle Church:) Roman Cath¬ 
olic) Jabal Hussein Tel.661757. 

. Terrasancta - Church:- {Roman 
Catholic). Jabal Welbdeh. mass in 
Italian every Saturday at 5:30 p.m. 
TeL 622366. 

Church of the Annunciation: 
(Greek Orthodox) Abdali. Tel. 
623541. 

Church of the Redeemer: Jabal 
Amman. Tel. 625383. 

Armenian Orthodox Church: 
Ashrafich. Tel. 775261. 

SL Ephriam Church: (Syriac Or¬ 
thodox) Ashrafich. Tel 771751. 
Amman International Church: 
(Interdenominauonal) meets at 
Southern Baptist School in Shmci- 
sani. Tel. 652526. 

Church of the Good Shepherd: 
(Evangelical Lutheran.) Urn As- 
Summaq Tel. 8112^5. 


For information 
& reservations: 

» 694-801 

GOVERNMENT DEPTS. 


Foreign Affair-. / Jabal VnuiunTel. A4436I 

Interior Ministry, Jabal Tel. *63 111 

Finance & Customs Abd.ili Tel. 636321 

Public Health / Jabal Xl-Husscin Tel. 665131 

Edueat ion > Abdali Tel. 66VIXI 

Higher Education / Juteuha Tel. 847*71 

Justice / Sfuiuiisani Tel. 663101 

Planning / Jabal Amman Tel. 644466 

Public Works & HousingAhJali Tel. 668481 

MuiiKipuliru-. .V, t n\ in-nincoi ' J. 1 K 1 I Vnim.ni Tt-I. *41313 

Industry ft Trade / Abdali Tel. 663191 

Supplies / Abdali Tel. 602121 

•Auijj! A. Mjinii- Allans .’J.ih.il Vl Hussein TrL 66*141 

Agriculture / University Hoad Tel 686151 

Labour / Abdali Tel 69MIK6 

Social Dcvclupineni / Jabal Amman Tel. 673191 

Transport / Eighth Circle Tel. 641461 

Post ft Ciimmunic.ilinns ! Eighth Circle Tel. 624301 

In formation / Jabal Amman Tel 641467 

Water ft Imgatimi / Shtli.iis.ini Tel 680100 

Enercj ft Miner.,) Rc -.mi.v- ' SuaileseliTel. SI56I5 

Culture/ Jabal Amman Tel. 6363VI 

Youth / University Tel. 604701 

Parliamentary Aft.ur-.-' Abdali Tel. (41211 

Tourism ft Antiquities/Jabal Amman TcL 642311 


The Star's 

B V SI 


For A Superb Meal 
Think of 

( Amigo Nabeol ) 

Oriental Appetizers & 
European Food. 
Located in a quiet 
central area 
1st circle, Jebel 
Amman 

Tel: 638031 & 622617 


'Ihc'Towser 

&3aa. Restaurant 


• Ufcaow* Ha»» O'oeunw 

• Orimtal CwJn« 

• CmwMHi Speculate* 

- Steal. Tartar 

- Pecoei StL-afc 

- Filrt Mipion 
■ - Fontu 

- Doan Cnwoes 

TowttfBhfe Z3«1 Floor 

Bor Reservation Tel: 634034/5 
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ResTaurasi Jic Tapai 3ar 



Internalional Dishes 
Spanish Specialities 
Open Lunch £ dinner 

J Jv) A mnn - hJ Curl: Fa Rcs-r.'a); r-n Te 16!5C^.i 



The first haute cuisine. 
menu designed for those 
who love fine food. It mir¬ 
rors our special styles and 
taste levels. 

Warm. Hospitable. 

Shepherd Hotel 

for your reservations call 
639197 




AQABA GULF HOTEL 


S/? tJ/ne as oX ^ 

AU of our cars are 
1993 models 
Garden Street 
Tots 606821 , fax: 606961 





■The most delicious 
Arabic Sweets 
■All types of Bread 
■Cakes &. Pastries v 

7th circle. Tel. 820099 


The First Class Hotel In 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 


IIAIMITEL 

|U2«|l|lB 


Amman-TeL 668193 
P.O.Box 9403-Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 
Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 



PIZZAS, SNACKS, CAKES 
Seated & Take Away 
_ (aH day) | 

Shmolsanl. Tel. 699100 




Open daily from midday to midnight 
w Patisserie , Brasserie and ice cream in 
the afternoon 

• Beal French Cuisine for Lunch and 
Dinner We guarantee your satisfaction 
For reservations please call 6SS746 
Try It... We Are Sure You WiU Like It! 


CjJlPMU OUKILAnBAMtCAIPAMC 
AT. AU 



The first ft best 
Chinese Restaurant 
kiJordan 

IstCkde, Jabal Amman, near 
AMyyah.&ri$ School 


Open daily 12.-00-3:30 
p.m . 

6:30-Midwght 

MiSflftfi* 


?. CriTZ. - '-T.~ 


* * * * 
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Yottr first choice in Aqaba 


For reservations call (03) 316636 
Fax (03) 318246 


Italian Restaurant 


live Music 

Nightly with our famous singer 
and his Spanish gitar 
Enjoy our family hutch” every Friday & Sunday 
7 J.D. for adults 
4J.D. Forbids 
Call us now at 824677 
Abdoun /Near Orthodoxy Chib 
Jordan Supermarket Building, 2nd Floor 


International 

Fitness 

Proud to be the best 





Modem health center 
2000 Square meters completely at your 
service 

Our new expansion project had developed 
the center to include: 

3 swimming pools, 3 jaccuzzis, 2 fitness and 
aerobics halls, equipment hall, sauna, steam 
bath, Turkish bath, cold plunge, Ma'm 
waterfall waterfalls, massage rooms, cozy 
cafeteria and splendid settings around the pools 

The center is open to members and interested 
parties in preparation for the grand opening 
For further information, please call us at: 
822345, or send your fax to: 825581 
JABR Commercial Center_ 


To 

advertise 
in this 
space, 
call us at 
652-380 


To 

advertise 
in this 
space, 
call us at 
652-380 
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Programs on 
JTV from 3 — 9 
April, 1993 


ENQUSH PROGRAM 

SATURDAY 

8:30 — Super Bloopers 
9:00 — Perspective 
9:30 —Saturday Variety 

Show 

10:00 — News In English 
10:20 — Feature Film, 'Lady 
in a Corner 1 . Grace, editor-in- 
chief of a prestigious fashion 
magazine, fights to keep it 
from falling into the hands of 
an immoral publisher. 

SUNDAY J ■ 

8:30 — Who's the Boss 
9:10 — Documentary, 'Equi¬ 
nox'. The development of the 
computer networks and the 
construction of the neuron net¬ 
work; buQt on the basis of the hu¬ 
man brain. 

10:00 — News in English 
10:20 — Voltaire: Ce Diable 
d’Homme. The story of a fa¬ 
mous politician and thinker. 

MONDAY 

8:30 — The Powers that Be. 
The Senator, his wife, and his 
daughter fall into a series of 
traps. 

9:10 — Marlin Bay 
10:00 — News in English 
10:20—Jordan Weekly 
10:40 — Street Justice. Sear- 
gent Adam tries to arrest a hit- 



'Who’s the Boss?", Sunday at 8:30 


man to use him as a witness 
against a chief gang. 

TUESDAY 

8:30 — Step by Step 
9:10 — Forever Green 
10:00 —News in English 
10:20 — Feature Film, ’Sun¬ 
set Boulevard 1 . An old classic 
about a young actress who falls 
madly in love with a young 
.writer and kills him when he 
tries to desert her. 


WEDNESDAY 


8:30 — Chance in a Million. 
Alison hunts for a new flat, 
while Tom insists that she stays 
in his flat. 

9:00 — Spotlight. 

9:30 — After Us the Deluge 
10:00 — News in English 
10:20 —Noble House 

THURSDAY 

8:30 —Unde Buck 


9:10 — Quantum Leap 
10:00 — News in English 
10:20 — Movie of the Week, 
‘The Rose and the Jacket'. A 
conflict between love and honor 
between two people caught on 
opposites of the battle during 
the American Civil War. 

FRIDAY 

8:30 — Billy 

9:10 — ENG. Joanna, an ex¬ 
convict working for Channel 


10 . uses unethical means in or¬ 
der to become a reporter. 

10:00 — News in English 
10;20 — Feature Film, 'Wag- 


FRENCH PROGRAM 

sawed; 

6:00 — Les A ventures de 
L’espace 

6:30 — Envoye Special. 

7:00 — Le Journal 
7:15 — Fcnetre Sur 

DftvlAKCHE 

5:30 — Reves D'enfants 
5:40 — Les Cles de Fort 
Boyard 

7:00— Le Journal 

7:15—Le Journal deL'Hjstoire 

LUNDI 

6:00 — Les 400 Coups de 
Virgine 

7:00 — Le Journal 
7:15 — Magazine Sportif 

MARDf 

5:30 — Territoires 
6:35 — Maguy 
7:00 — Le Journal 
7:15 — Kargo 

MERCREDI 

5:30 — Envoye Special 
7:00 — Le Journal 
7:15 — French Varieties 

JEUDi 

5:30 — Pif et Hercule 
5:45 — Les Magazerbes 
6:15 — L'Ecoles des Fans 
7:00 — Le Journal 
7:15 — Intertropique 

VENDRED1 

5:30 — French Feature film, 
*Le Mvstere dc Frontenac' 
7:00 — Le Journal 
7:15 — French Varieties 


W Other 

* 
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Toto pay tribute 
to late drummer 
Porcaro 



• On 14 December. 1992, Toto 
was surrounded by a crowd of 
rock stars at the Universal Am¬ 
phitheater in LA to pay tribute 
to Jeff Porcaro. the hand s leg¬ 
endary drummer/percussionisr 
who died at the age of 38 at his 
Hidden Hills home on August 
5, 1992. 

Jeffs friends, Steve Lukather 
(guitar and vocals), David 
Paich (Keboards and vocals), 
Jeffs brother, Mike (bass) and 
Simon Phillips (percussion) 
were present as well as Donald 
Fagenb of "Steely Dan\.Michael 
McDonald.- Boz Scaggs and Ed¬ 
die van Halen. The purpose was 
to collect funds to provide for 
the education of Jeffs children. 
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COMPUTING & HIGH TECH 
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Computer 
Companies 

* You are invited to 
share your news with 
our readers. Fax your 
messages to us on 
648298 or write to 
P.O.Box 9313 
Amman. 


Win an all-expenses paid trip to Redmond: 

Microsoft Windows program 
Contest for developers 


Taking the Apple market by storm: 

The Macintosh 
compatible? 


MICROSOFT MIDDLE East is 
sponsoring a contest for devel- 
I opers. The prize is a round-trip 
j ticket to Redmond, Washing¬ 
ton's headquarters of Microsoft 
and to meet Bill Gates, founder 
and chief executive of the com¬ 
pany and the Middle East Prod¬ 
uct Development Group. 

The contest is for the best 
English and Arabic business 
application written for Win¬ 
dows platforms using the Visu¬ 
al Basic programming system. 

Imagination and creativity 
are among the criteria which 
will be used to select the win¬ 
ning entries. The categories in¬ 


clude best overall program, 
best English program and best 
Arabic/bi-lingual program. 

Winner of the best overall 
program category will win the 
Washington trip and other priz¬ 
es include AST 486 personal 
computers and Microsoft Of¬ 
fice ad Access software pack¬ 
ages. 

The competition follows a se¬ 
ries of workshops, giving basic 
instruction in- the use of Visual. 
Basic to developers in the 
UAE, Bahrain, Kuwait, Egypt 
and Jordan. 

For entry into the competi¬ 
tion rwo copies of 3.5" or 


525" disks accompanied by the 
necessary instructions to run 
the application, to be sent by 
' May 31, 1993. The applicants 
must use Windows 3.0 or high¬ 
er, Windows 3.1 with Arabic 
support or Windows for Pen 
computing must be written us¬ 
ing Visual Basic. Custom con¬ 
trols may be used to enhance 
usability or the look and feel of 
the application. 

Entries are to be sent to 
Microsoft Middle East, PO Box 
52244, Dubai, United Arab 
Emirates and marked "Win¬ 
dows Competition." Winners 
w'iil be announced frr August. ■ 


•ONE OF the questions which 
everybody always wonders 
about is that if there are really 
only two personal computer 
formats to reckon with, the Ap¬ 
ple Macintosh and the IBM PC, 
why is it that the PC has so 
many compatibles on the mar¬ 
ket whereas there is only one 
Macintosh, the one Apple 
makes? 

It’s a very logical question 
with a rather logical answer 
which lies somewhere in the 
history of both machines. 
When Apple released their 
Macintosh computer they pat¬ 
ented just about every aspect of 
the machine they thought any¬ 
body would consider copying. 
IBM on the other hand didn't 
patent the two most important 
components of their computer, 
the operating system and the 
microprocessor. 

Well, the first challenger to 
Apple's supremacy in the Mac¬ 
intosh market has just arrived. 
According to Business Week, 
NuTek USA Corp. is a compa¬ 
ny that have been working for 
four years to build a Mac com¬ 
patible from scratch. This task 
involved the highly complicat¬ 
ed process of an operating sys¬ 
tem, a chip set and the famous 
Mac user-interface: all of 
which are original NuTek rec¬ 
reations which merge into a 
machine NuTek calls Mac 
"workalikes" Benjamin Chou, 
founder of NuTek, emphasis 
ibis fact by claiming that." We 


guarantee our technology. It is 
absolutely original." Apple be¬ 
lieves that it is impossible to 
create a clone of a Macintosh 
computer without violating 



What will the Mac "worka- 
like" look like 

their intellectual property 
rights. This.will explain any le¬ 
gal action taken by Apple to 
make sure that nothing in Nu- 
Tek's technology is stolen. 
However, it all seems to be per¬ 
fectly legal and the compatible 
might make it to the market be¬ 
fore Apple manages to stop it 
in the courts. 

What NuTek needs now is 
computer makers and resellers 
to buy the technology and add 
a case, keyboard, mouse and 
other hardware. So the shape 
and feel of the Maclone is yet 
to be determined, it will also 


have to be distributed and mar¬ 
keted strongly enough tn beat 
Apple, which is a very tough 
thing in its own right. Howev¬ 
er, the possibilities are there to 
grab a pan of the S5.5 billion 
Apple market with machines 
selling at a price S300 less than 
Apple's machines on average. 

Still PC compatibles started 
out selling for 30 percent less 
than the original IBM PC 
which was priced about S5000 
at the time. NuTek's Macintosh 
will be priced only around 20 
percent less than Apple's a! a 
time in which a top of the range 
specification. Macintosh like 
the Mac Uvx is selling for only 
S2.623. So you can understand 
that NuTek's technology will 
never, take the Mac Uvx market 
by storming the way companies 
like Compaq did in the PC mar¬ 
ket a decade ago. not at todays 
prices at least. 

There's a general agreement 
that the appearance of the Mac¬ 
intosh compatible computer is 
long overdue. However, their 
could be a bright side to all 
this, seeing as competition for 
Apple in its own market might 
still drive the prices of Macin¬ 
tosh computers even lower. An 
American market researcher 
commented on the situation, 
quite interestingly summing it 
up by saying. "Two years ago 
they could have made a market 
splash, but now. with low cost 
Macs, it may not matter." ■ 


Hot from Covox Inc: 

The Voice Blaster 

• With hardware add-ons on the market like the Sound Blaster and Video Blaster from Crea¬ 
tive Labs Inc, and other blasting cards, it seems only normal that the next card that would ena¬ 
ble you to scream commands at your computer would be a Scream Blaster. Well, such a card is 
available today but suitably named the Voice Blaster and its from Covox inc. 

Voice recognition technolog)’ has been incorporated into the Macintosh LC for several yeas and 
it has recently appeared as a standard feature on Compaq's latest computers. However, the 
Voice Blaster takes the idea a step further by making it available to every PC user as a plug in 
sound card. 

Who will make use of it? Corporate users bothered by the large number of commands they 
need to type in to get a business application like WorldPerfect to work for them will love the 
Voice Blaster. 

The Voice Blaster comes with a microphone and software included in the package all for $120. 
Don't throw your keyboards away, though, since it isn't available in Jordan yet But you have 
been warned, so start saving up. 
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^L_ Jordan's political, economic 

and cultural weekly 

Writers Wanted 

Apply to: The Editor, FOB 9313, 
Amman. 









■ ARIES (21 March-19 Aprfl): Y wr 
best days are midweek--Make it.. 4 . 
point » meet one, resonating neV' 
person .each day. Tuesday^.«nti; 

Wednesday should be good TOf ath¬ 
letic contests.’Stay home Thursday 
and.Friday. - : 

TAURUS (2® AprB*2B May): 
you'll be a.powerhouse Monday and 
Tuesday. Don't discouraged if 
. you're confirmed midweek; Go shop¬ 
ping. .Saturday, ; 0^..th?:WpekstKl,:. 
don't dor anythiqg more strenuous 
. than reading. 

GEMINI (21 May-21. June): 

Wednesday, and Thursdayyou won't; . 

wane to wo*k,:Thcre coukl be a test • • . J . - . 

Friduy.Tf you get tense Monday, firrd a'qaiet plxe to Ml:.Sunday... 
you become involved with anew interest 

CANCER (22 June-22 Jniy): You'll have a fine lime Monday 
and Thursday. By Friday, you niuy havcpkkedvpi* partner! 
Don't make a curtimiimem yet! Do bookkeeping, cleaning and 
' shopping the first o£ the wcck. Over the weekendj.ou'11 probably 
get more guests " - 

LEO (23 Julv-22 August): You could learn a lot this. week. On 
Monday, you’tnav be attracted to- someone unsuitable for .you 1 
plan a major event for Tuttdi&v.Yrai may have in make a decision 
in n relationship. . - 

VIRGO 123 August-22 Septembcr): Sel up your schedule so 
that jolt'll have some private time. There'll he confusion at home. 
Monday, make decisions involving time or money. A flirt ina> toy 
with your affections this weekend.. . 

LIBRA (23 September-23 October!: A schedule change will 
catch you b\ surprise if you don't pay attention. Save umo tor 
dancing or a drive Monday night. Use Wednesday, to itgure out 
what you want to have happen next. Plan a romantic gel-together 
this weekend. - ... . . _ . 

SCORPIO (24 October-21 November): Monday and Tuesday 
are your luckv days. You'll be' in the mood to work hard. The 
weekend is good for starting a business. Thursday's good tor any¬ 
thing having io do with money. You may be pressured 10 buy 
something you don't reaUy want. 

SAGITTARIUS (22 November-21 December): On Monday and 
Tuesday listen but don't say anything. Work at home all weekend. 
Somebody may have ben pursuing you to be more tidy Thai will 
start easing on Saturday. This weekend is perfect torn long rest. 

CAPRICORN . (22 December-19 January ): You'll he very at¬ 
tractive Monday. Be cautious in that regard? Y«u‘H be a real dyna¬ 
mo this weekend. Wrap up any unfinished buyiness on Wednes¬ 
day. Thursday and Friday, re-establish vour authority. 

AQUARIUS (20 January-18 February): It might seem Hurt 
somebody in authority is on an ego trip, and wants k* sec if you'll 
obey. Don't make too’ big a scene. Don't even try to get anything 
inventive done Monday. Tuesday. start building something you've 
been thinking about. 

PISCES (19 February-20 March): You'll soak up information 
on Monday and Tuesday. Do housework and read [hit week 
Monday evening is good for a home cooked meal. A bussv person 
may be unbearable midweek._• _ 
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Big piracy in a small 
market 

A REPORT I looked ai recently stated that 85 percent of the 

software used in the Arab World is copied. Such a shocking 

figure seem more realistic when considering the difficult ec~ 

onomic situation in the region _ 

and absence of any serious copy- 

right laws, that existed for many f IfdA II \l 

years. /AL fl 

However, and inspite of world- si£§y) B 

wide piracy, the international 
software industry is expected to 
make $340 billion by 1995. This 
is a huge figure when compared hr \ "—^ ) 
to the $20 billion in 1990. Such a I \_j 
forecast seems more logical '£ 7 - \7 
when considering the fact that r" 

the international software market is now at least four times as 
big as it was back in 1985 when it was only worth $30 bil¬ 
lion! So, for most software publishers, there is a lot of money 
to be made even in the Middle East! 

Lotus are already targeting the market in this region with 
Arabised products-they're developing with AI Alamiah under 
Sakhr Arabic Windows. Microsoft, on the other hand started 
their penetration of the market over a year ago with their own 
Arabised and/or multilingual products. IBM are cooking their 
Arabic OS/2 for release later this year while Borland are dis¬ 
appointed with the sales of Arabic Dbase. These are all indi¬ 
cations that there's a lof activity. going and. with 85 percent of 
all software being copied, all these companies are competing 
to get the remaining percentage of the marker. 

Software publishers expiect copyright laws to be passed or 
enforced in the region soon. If this were to happen then the 
market for original software might rise-to 50 percent. That is 
what all those publishers are really targeting. But where does 
all this leave the normal user who is left burdened by the ask¬ 
ing prices for original software packages. f ' 

Protection methods whether software or. hardware, like the 
Dongel, are seen to create problems .’for users when it .comes 
to sharing an afpKcation- across a network-With Open^Sys- 
tems and multi-national, networking on the horizon, more 
flexible means- of protection are required to ^guarantee that 
buyers will feel more relaxed when buying originals. 

Many publishers actually see some advantages in-!wide¬ 
spread piracy of their products. The increase in the number of 
users of pirated Borland products.-for.instance, should give 
Borland a better chance at targeting these 1 users later with 
original copies, especially seeing as ai] these users will, con-. 
'sider upgrades for their software. That's not a]I, companies 

Tllra fllTnl* tkrtr rnlnnpiair. 1 1 1_ 1 ’.V« P 1 * ?1 ’ * ■ 


miooie oat iis a preny stmpie concept,- once.you-re hooked. 
on a pirated version.of Excel- 4 . 0 , you'll pay the cash lo get 
your hands bn an jonginal copy.of Excel 5.0 if Ifs-all that is 
available! .... ... 

Tbis .is a problem in its, own- right, since buyers-arc sick of 
having to upgrade-so- frequently. Especially, in today's indus¬ 
try in WhlCh Software. hunmAC tn nSrinlhc • T • 
















































